From the Minister—Study Leave and A Rocha
Advent Greetings everyone!
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Cashmere Presbyterian Church— linking with its community

Cashmere Connection

I am just back from a lovely 3-week Study
Leave, feeling much refreshed and ready
for anything! I’m grateful for some rest,
and finally shaking off a lingering sneaky
cough. Plus I did lots of writing: a Lenten
study for us all to use next year, reflections
on ministry, formation and prayer.
The main focus of my Study Leave,
however, was to learn more about the
work of A Rocha, and to write a study
about waste from a faith perspective. The
third week I spend in Raglan, staying with A
Rocha national director Kristel van Houte.
A Rocha is an international organisation
which is “Christian in motivation, focused
on conservation, cooperative in approach,
community based and intentionally crosscultural.” It’s worth exploring their
website: www.arocha.org. The NZ website
is: www.arocha.org.nz. The more I learn
about A Rocha the more impressed I am
about the work they do and the deep faith
commitment behind it. I’m involved with
the local Christchurch group, which runs
seminars and promotes local churches
getting out and caring for our environment.
Last month brought the terrible news that
international leaders of A Rocha were killed
in a car accident. Chris and Susanna Naylor
and Miranda Harris will be sorely missed.
Staying in Raglan was a marvelous
experience. The weather was incredible,
and I was able to get out in a kayak on the
harbour, and walk on the beach. I met the
team who run the Karioi Project – what an
inspiring dedicated bunch of young people!
Karioi is the mountain right on the coast at
Raglan.
The A Rocha team does a huge amount of
pest control, in partnership with local iwi,
to encourage bio-diversity. In practice, this

Communion Service
We extend an invitation to all
to join us for an Advent
Communion Service on Sunday
1st December at 10am.
Communion Services are held
quarterly, usually on the first
Sunday of the month.

means teams of volunteers cutting timber
and banging nails making new traps, and
high-tech GPS systems for tracking and
recording data. It means having various
dead pests in bags in the freezer; I didn’t
dare look! A dead penguin found on the
beach was put in the fridge for a while
before being taken down to the Post Office
and posted off for analysis.
They are passionate about sea birds,
especially the endangered global traveler
the ‘Oi’ grey-faced petrel. There are
currently 12 chicks in burrows, well
monitored and (hopefully!) protected from
getting eaten by stoats.
Another major part of the Karioi project is
education, working with children and
young people through the school and
clubs. It’s about getting the whole
community caring for the environment.
Sustaining ‘Conservation and Hope’ is the
mission of A Rocha. I think that’s worth
being part of!

Silvia

Christmas poem
“Above the peaks”
by Colin Gibson
(printed in Carol our Christmas)
Above the peaks the angels sing,
across the snow their voices ring,
and musterers come riding down,
to find the little country town
where Christ is waiting to be born,
our summer Child, this Christmas morn.
Across the hills the rata spread,
their signal fires of smokey red;
by golden sands and whitening shell,
pohutukawa flames to tell
that Christ is waiting to be born,
our summer Child, this Christmas morn.
Beneath a Southern Cross of light,
led by the Pointers, through the night
three travellers are hast’ning home,
from distant lands to find their own;
for Christ is waiting to be born,
our summer Child, this Christmas morn.
We too would sing that ancient song,
and join the busy, hurrying throng,
and take the road once more to find,
that hallowed place in heart and mind
where Christ is waiting to be born,
our summer Child, this Christmas morn.

People Events
Weddings:
We congratulate and extend best wishes to:
Anneke Botha & David Stupples (5 October)

Baptisms:
Charlotte Elizabeth Argyle
daughter of Kieran and Kate (22 September)
Margot Elizabeth Morrison
daughter of Luke & Genna (3 November)
Elia Jay Kayune Lee
son of Jiheon (Jay) & Kijung (Janice) (17 November)
Ji Heon Lee
(adult Baptism) (17 November)

Message from the national Presbyterian
Moderator, Right Rev. Fakaofo Kaio
(taken from Bush Telegraph, November 2019)
“What is most needed in Church?”
"I will build my Church," said Jesus. (Matthew 16:18) Jesus
himself will build his Church, He references Peter, and
maybe to believers - and even to you and I.
What does the Church need? Is it buildings? Is it people? Is
it money? Is it land? Is it urban, or is it rural? Is it music?
The truth is that we need a combination of all the above…
and much, much more. We, above all, need to focus on
Jesus Christ. We must be prayerful people, individually and
collectively. We must study Scripture with a focus on the
Word. We must be in tune, on song and be aligned to the
Holy Spirit as this is when "something beautiful, something
good" takes place.
In our travels to presbyteries, parishes, communities and
people, we have seen so much going on. There are
challenges, there are struggles, and there are hardships in
Church life. Our people - from north to south, west to the
east - are giving their all for their Church. I write this
message to encourage and support you. Keep on going for
the Lord. Trust all you do in the Church to the Holy Spirit.
Work together with those around you, as "many hands
make light the load".

Miranda Harris, an international director for A Rocha,
who was killed in a car accident last month, with her
message of conservation and hope.

Remember the humble beginnings with home groups. Every
gathering, community, or church has a specific need. So,
whatever is working well for you and your people, keep
going. Keep on doing church. The little you have, entrust all
to God. Fuel the fires in each of our local faith communities.
The fire of the Holy Spirit calls everyday. Be led by the
Advocate, the Helper. We need the power of God to
continue moving among us.

Christmas is the season for
sharing life and giving hope. "Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit," says the
This year Christian World Lord. (Zechariah 4:6)
Service is asking you to
support their appeal for water and give families the new opportunities it can bring.

In Uganda Grandmother Farazia prays for water. She saves all she can for a rainwater tank
that she knows will transform the lives of her grandchildren who lost their parents to HIV and
AIDS. In Nicaragua small farmer Miguel gives thanks for a simple water pump and agricultural
support that has lifted his fears about hunger and drought. He wants other small farmers to
have the chance to grow better food and eat more often. On the coast of South India
Meenaski a seaweed gatherer wants to protect her community’s access to their livelihoods.
You can read their stories and help make the change happen that could transform their lives:
https://christmasappeal.org.nz/.
At Christmas we celebrate the birth of Jesus who came to give life. Let us share life with the
world. Water is the essence of life. Your contribution to the Christmas Appeal will improve
the lives of people who are trapped in poverty and deprivation.
Donation envelopes are included with this Cashmere Connection and can be placed in the church offering at any
service in December. Donations can also be made direct to CWS by internet banking or on-line (see their website
for more details).
Give Water for Christmas, the essence of survival.
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ADVENT COMMUNION
Sunday 1st December @ 10am

FAMILY NATIVITY SERVICE
Sunday 8th December @ 10am

CAROL SERVICE

Sunday 15th December @ 10am

Beautiful Christmas music, ancient and modern.
Healing Service @ 11.30am

CAROLS IN THE GARDEN

Sunday 15th December @ 5pm
Community carols for all ages, in the grounds of
1 Macmillan Ave (access off Cashmere Green on
Dyers Pass Road).
Bring rugs, picnic, coins for sausage sizzle & coffee.
(in the church if wet)

Services after Christmas
Sunday 29 December 10am Morning Worship
(Rev Silvia Purdie)
Sunday 5 January

10am Morning Worship
(Rev Silvia Purdie)

Sunday 12 January

10am Morning Worship
(Rev Silvia Purdie)

Sunday 19 January

10am Morning Worship
(Rev Hugh Perry)
11.30am Healing Service
(Anne Shave & Rev Hugh Perry)

Sunday 26 January

10am Morning Worship
(Rev Silvia Purdie)

MORNING WORSHIP

Sunday 22ndDecember @ 10am

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIT SERVICE

Tuesday 24th December @ 11.30pm

CHRISTMAS MORNING

Wednesday 25th December @ 9.30am

Family-friendly celebration

City Mission Food Bank
The Christchurch City Mission Food
Bank provides emergency food for
those in need. They see about 30
families per day requiring food assistance. A large
quantity of the food that the Mission distributes to
clients is donated by generous businesses and donors.
You can help. Each week we collect food donations for
the City Mission. If you have food you wish to donate,
please place it in the trolley at the back of the church
before the morning service (or you can bring it in to the
office during the week). The trolley is brought up for
blessing and dedication during the weekly service at the
same time as monetary offerings, and a team of
volunteers delivers our food offerings to the City Mission
at the beginning of each week.
Please consider bringing a food donation along each
week to assist with this important mission. And if you are
able to go on the roster to deliver the food, please speak
to Gail in the Church office.
Be more concerned with your character than
your reputation, because your character is what
you really are, while your reputation is merely
what others think you are.
John Wooden
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Wonders from the Wardrobe
Women have always loved nice clothes. I guess women
always will! It does seem to be how we are made. Even
women in refugee camps get together to sew whatever
fabric they can find to create style and grace. Women in
the Bible appreciated good clothes—from Queen Esther,
whose stunning beauty was enhanced by the best that
money could buy, to the penniless widow Ruth. When
Paul and his team went to Philippi they met a woman
called Lydia, who was a ‘dealer in purple cloth’; she knew
her fabrics and where to source the best stuff. It’s not
hard to imagine the conversations that happened as
women gathered to look at fabrics and share designs.

Gail, Cath & Rosemary setting up for the evening event,
with a great range of clothes

We had this ourselves at Cashmere: Wonders from the Wardrobe was an evening where women brought clothes,
tried on clothes and bought clothes. Ably organised by Cath Dale, this was a successful fundraiser for our church,
earning a fine total of $800. It was also a lovely time of building relationships; there was such a warm buzz of
conversation and laughter.
Cashmere women take for granted that our wardrobes are full (maybe even too full!). It’s hard for us to imagine
living without any choice of what to wear. After Plantarama I took the left-over clothes in my car on the way to
donate to the op shop, when I found myself in Dallington responding to a request for help. I gave a woman a lift to
the chemist for some urgent medication, and I asked if she’d like to look through the clothes box. Her jaw dropped
and her face lit up. She told me that she had been praying that God would help her and she had a dream that
someone had given her clothes. She said that the other women in her street were also desperate for clothes; her
neighbour had 2 black T-shirts and 2 trackpants with holes in. She took the whole box, and invited her neighbours
around that evening. The next time I saw her she told me how enormously grateful they were, how wonderful it
felt to wear a dress for the first time in years. I could see how much dignity this gave her.
So, many thanks to Cath and to all the team, and to all those who donated clothes. You made a huge impact, well
done.

Introducing: Joint Parish Clerk Colin Reid
I was born and brought up in Wellington, in Wadestown, eldest of 4 children. Our parents
were active outdoor people and that was the way we were brought up. We lived very close
to Wilton’s Bush. My father was a botanist, and I quickly got a working knowledge of NZ
native botany. Our property was a wild area, with a steep bank down the back to the
railway and the Kaiwharawhara Gorge, with bush gullies either side. I got very used to all
the creepy crawlies that exist in NZ, including the Wellington wetas.
From my mother I got introduced to exploration in the wilder country. She had been an
explorer in the Tararuas (a new book on the mountain history has a picture of her in it). She
did things that girls didn’t normally do back then—her father had 3 daughters and he expected his girls to do what
sons would have done, including bicycle trips through back country, around Nelson.
I started working as a survey chainman from the age of 11, working for an uncle in the weekend. That showed me
the essence of engineering as well as surveying, and it also made me very employable. After I finished school I
worked up in the Kaingaroa forest as a surveyor. Then I got a public service bursary to train in civil engineering, at
Canterbury, graduating 1961.
I spent 28 years with Ministry of Works, then 17 years as a consulting engineer, in the water and soil field in the
South Island then in Hawkes Bay. This took me into the most remote places in the country, exploring isolated lakes,
lighthouses and coves.
I was brought up as an Anglican, the church of my mother. I married a Methodist girl (who I met on the platform of
the Invercargill railway station!) and became a Methodist, and we had 3 daughters. After I separated from my wife I
became part of St Columba Presbyterian in Havelock North, before moving to Christchurch in 2015, where my
daughters and their families are.
After the earthquakes I visited Christchurch several times and took a lot of photographs of damage to buildings,
including of Cashmere Presbyterian Church. It was notable that the beautiful stone church on the hill was not
damaged. So when I moved here I come to visit one Sunday morning, and the warm welcome I received meant that I
have kept coming ever since!
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“Dis-Ability”
On 12 November at our church 35 people gathered from around Canterbury
(including a large group from Rangiora Baptist!) to meet Roland and hear his
message. Roland is profoundly disabled, with limited movement and speech,
but his passion and huge smile were a real inspiration. Here is part of his
talk:
My name is Roland Walter. I live in Berlin in my own flat with 20 hours of
daily assistance. As you have heard, I work as an artist and preacher and I’m
excited to be here in Christchurch today.
Matthew 5:13 says: "You are the salt of the earth."
Okay, but can people with disabilities be treated as salt? We are weak and
always dependent on other people. That's true. Nevertheless, we can
season the world with our lives. For example, each one of us can contribute
to reconciliation, whether we are disabled or not. Everyone can give peace,
security and love. But we, the disabled, understand that we are a special salt
to society. We can show people through our disability that not everything is
natural in life. Yes, we should remember
that it is not normal for you to be able
to walk or speak clearly. This is also
emphasized in 2 Corinthians 12.9: "Let
my grace be enough; because my power
is powerful in the weak. Therefore, I
most gladly boast of my weakness, that
the power of Christ may dwell with me."
You might say: “All right, we are all the
salt of the earth. But what can we do in
concrete terms? How can we shape the
future?” This does look different for
each of us but let me take you into how
God has shown me to be salt of the
world and maybe you find some ideas
for you too:
A couple of years ago I realized all over
again: There is more inside of me.
I began to perform and dance and soon
I developed my own solo piece. I was
able to entertain audiences in
Budapest, Berlin and in the Black
Forest, went to South America and now
I’m here on the other side of the world.
I am happy that not only could I dance
and perform for myself, I am also given
the chance to delight other people. My
body is a beautiful creation. And I'm
glad that I can express myself through
dance.

Get Coffee—Get Going!
And you can get your coffee from
Cashmere Presbyterian!
We have a selection of Trade Aid
Plunger or Espresso Filter Grind
coffees available at $8 per bag. Pay by
cash, or EFTPOS payments can be
made at the Church Office.
Feel free to call in any weekday
morning (except Wednesdays) and
stock up for your coffee fix.

FRUIT CAKE (1890)

Eleven eggs

2 teaspoonfuls of cloves

1 and a quarter pounds of flour

2 teaspoonfuls of cinnamon,

1 and a quarter pounds of sugar

2 teaspoonfuls of allspice,

1 and a quarter pounds of butter

One quarter teaspoonful of soda

1 pound of currants

2 tablespoonfuls of cream

2 pounds of raisins

2 nutmegs,1 gill of molasses

1 pound of citron

1 gill of brandy

6 teaspoonfuls of mace

I am also a cheerful person who can Butter must be beaten to a cream and whites of the egg beaten sepainfect others with my joy. I am God's rately and added slowly with the flour. Fruit well chopped and well
creation, a creation whose joy brings a
dredged. Spices must be mixed with the brandy and molasses. To be
piece of heaven to this earth.
baked in two loaves for about two hours. It will keep two years.
From Robert Aitken’s book Victorian and Edwardian Receipt Book - Cakes.
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Plantarama this year was held on Saturday 19th October, and we again had a wide range of plants and garden
related items for sale, as well as the remaining clothes from our Wonders from the Wardrobe evening. A very
successful morning, helping to boost our parish’s finances.
We were also pleased to host our neighbours from the Mount Herbert Anglican Parish (Governors Bay through to
Diamond Harbour and Little River) who held a massive Book Sale on the same day to fundraise for their coffers.
Check out the photos from the day!

Above: a great selection of plants; a range of jams and preserves; Alan manning the Raffle.
Below: the Sausage sizzle is always popular; picking up a clothing bargain
Bottom: an intriguing Nut Cracker got a lot of attention—and a buyer; just a few books for sale!
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“What Is That In Your Hand?”
“God’s kingdom work is not done primarily by the dramatic ministry of a few Christian
superstars, but in fact, it’s more dependent on the extent to which ordinary Christian
people are encouraged to live lives of integrity, and make a difference where they are
every day”
Rev. Alistair McKenzie challenged us, on 29th September, with an inspirational discussion
of the relationship between our work and our faith. “Most people that God has enlisted
in his purposes have been apprehended right in the middle of an ordinary day.”
Moses was a great example of thinking about his life. It had started with so much
possibility, being rescued from the Nile, and brought up in a Royal family. He now found
himself in the desert, looking after his father-in-law’s sheep. Was this all that his life
would be?
Rev Alistair MacKenzie

Our work matters to God, but not in ways commonly thought of in our present world. It
is not important because of status, nor is it something like an idol, controlling us. Everything matters, paid or
unpaid—at home, in the community, in the church, or in our workplace.
So, Moses was on holy ground, in the desert, standing before God who called him to an unsought and unimagined
task. He discovered that what was in his hand—that being, in his case, a shepherd’s staff—can become an
instrument of God. “So can the tools of your daily work and mine, no matter how mundane and ordinary they might
seem.”
Winner’s speech given by South Africa’s Team
Captain, Siva Kolisi
We’ve faced a lot of challenges, but the people of
South Africa have gotten behind us, and we are so
grateful for the people of South Africa,” Kolisi said.
“We have so many problems in our country, but to have
a team like this….we come from different backgrounds,
different races and we came together with one goal and
wanted to achieve it. I really hope that we’ve done that
for South Africa to show that we can pull together and
achieve something.”
The entire tournament has been a unifying experience
for South Africa with the Springboks continually passing
on the message they were doing it for the people at
home.
“Since I’ve been alive, I’ve never seen South Africa like
this,” Kolisi said. “Now, with all the challenges we have
been. The coach came in told us the last game, ‘We’re
not playing for ourselves anymore; we’re playing for our
people back home’.
“That’s what we wanted to do today and we really
appreciate all the support. People in the taverns,
people in farms and homeless people and people in
rural areas. Thank you so much; we appreciate all the
support. We love you South Africa, and we can achieve
anything if we work together as one.”

Where do we start?
Just where we are.
“It’s only a game….” But Rugby also
has the potential to influence wider
society by the attitudes and actions of
its representatives—players, coaches
and management.
Here are some quotes following the
recent Rugby World Cup

"While struggling with a lot of things personally—
temptations, sins and lifestyle choices—I realized I
wasn’t living according to what I was calling myself: a
follower of Christ. I was getting by, but I hadn’t
decided to fully commit myself to Jesus Christ and
start living according to His way. Walking alongside a
spiritual mentor, I’ve been able to discover the truth
and saving power of Christ in a whole new way. This
new life has given me a peace in my heart I’d never
experienced before. I don’t have to understand
everything in life, and there are so many things I
don’t, but I know God is in control of it all. My job is
to do the best I can and leave the rest in His hands."
Siya Kolisi, South Africa World Cup Winning Captain

All Blacks head coach Steve Hansen speaks powerfully about the importance of talking about mental health.
“…it is a massive problem in New Zealand and our biggest problem is we don’t give those people that are struggling
the permission to say they’re struggling. We think we have to hide it and, as a result of hiding it, it bottles up and
bottles up and bottles up and then it’s like a big volcano - when it gets too hot it blows. Our job as parents, as work
colleagues is to support people, but first of all you’ve got to know that they need the support, and to know that you’ve
got to know your people and then you’ve got to allow them to be vulnerable.
It takes a lot to be vulnerable, because how people react to your vulnerability is going to allow you to do it again or
shut you down, so giving them the permission, I think, is key, and then just letting them be vulnerable. It’s no different
in sport, families, or work and we got to do it better than we’ve been doing.”
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Parish Office:
Office Administrator: Gail Weaver
2 MacMillan Ave, Cashmere
Phone: 332-7129; fax: 332-7130
email: cashmere.church@xtra.co.nz
website: www.cashmerechurch.org.nz

Minister:
Rev Silvia Purdie BA BTheol
Phone 027 242 1113
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