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Moderator Statement for Lent 2022 
Tensions, temptations and taunts 
The temptation of Jesus speaks to me of 
our human condition stretched to the limit! 
That in turn speaks to us at this time as we 
enter a third Lenten season under the  
shadow of Covid, with angry protestors 
camped outside Parliament, hospitality and 
tourism business going to the wall and 
heightened anxiety because of the fast-
approaching wave of Omicron. We are  
being stretched. 

For us, as for Jesus, there are tensions, 
temptations and taunts to cope with. 

In my minds eye I can see the tension on 
the face of Jesus as he came to the end of 
this 40 day fast. The text simply says ‘he 
was hungry’. I read a quirky novel once 
about this that goes into 
graphic detail about how a 
fast this long would  
actually leave him! The 
haggard tension on his face 
from the sustained depriva-
tion would be palpable! We, too, know  
tension from sustained pressure. There are 
ongoing cycles of planning and cancellation, 
anxiety and relief, hope and despair. Most 
of us have relationships strained by  
differing opinions.  

At this point of extreme vulnerability for 
Jesus he is tempted to take false paths. 
What are the temptations we face at 
this time of vulnerability? Early in the 
pandemic the temptations were around 
economy versus health. Now it comes 
to us in the form of demonising those 
who disagree with us or maybe in  
proclaiming my individual rights versus 
the good of all. 

And there are the taunts. The devil 
saved this best for the last when it came 
to Jesus – ‘if you are the son of God’ ….  
I see this kind of behaviour on TV and 

hear it on the deck after a game of golf.  
Politicians mocked and even threatened, 
police belittled and school students teased 
for wearing masks! It is hard to deal with. 

So how did Jesus deal with the tension, 
temptations and taunts? Huge resilience 
indeed. And the text gives two sources of 
that resilience, still available to us today. 
One was the filling of the Holy Spirit. The 
other a deep and informed use of scripture 
that empowered him to combat the  
misinformed misuse that was thrown at 
him.  

As we navigate the tension, temptations 

and taunts in our context this Lent, may we 

too draw on these deep spiritual resources 

to sustain us. In a season popular 

for what we can give up,  

I have always thought the 

emphasis should be more 

on what we can take up! 

Now as much as ever we 

need to be taking up spiritual 

practices that allow us to be more and 

more open to the sustaining power of the 

Holy Spirit and the scriptures that carried 

Jesus through a time such as this. 

Rt Rev Hamish Galloway 

For us, as for Jesus, 
there are tensions, 
temptations and 

taunts to cope with. 

Palm Sunday  - 10th April  
Morning Worship at 10am 

 

Maundy Thursday  - 14th April 
Service at 7pm 

 

Good Friday - 15th April 
The Cross will be brought up to Cashmere Pres-
byterian leaving at 8.15am to walk it down to St 

Augustine’s Church. This will be followed by 
morning tea, and the service will be after that. 

 

Easter Day—Sunday 17th April 
Communion Service at 10am 

Communion Service 

We extend an invitation to all to our 
quarterly Communion Service on 
Sunday 6th March, and our Easter  
Communion Service on Sunday 17th 
April, both at 10am. 
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Lent devotional materials 
During the season of Lent (the 40 days leading up to Easter) many people in churches throughout the world choose 
to set aside some extra time to spend with God. Here are three examples of devotional materials from different 
church traditions which have been prepared for individuals to use. The first two resources listed are free. The third 
can be purchased for Kindle or in book form. Perhaps you might like to have a look at the links and see if one of 
these resources might help you to pray during this season? 

Peace Menonite Church: A daily Bible reading followed by a contemporary reflection. The 
dates relate to 2021. https://spaciousfaith.files.wordpress.com/2021/02/lent-2021-
devotional.pdf 

Lynne Baab, a Presbyterian minister who worked for some years at Otago University, has 
prepared a devotional booklet based on the Psalms and some beautiful art. “Draw Near” 
was written in 2015 but is timeless. http://www.lynnebaab.com/files/draw-near-lenten-
devotional.pdf 

Joanna Collicutt, who is a UK-based Anglican priest and also a qualified psychologist, has 
written a lovely book based around the Lord’s Prayer: https://www.brfonline.org.uk/
products/when-you-pray-daily-bible-reflections-on-the-lords-prayer 

Leprosy in the biblical world refers to several skin  
diseases, some are mild, some are highly infectious. It is 
a wider and looser term than what today we call leprosy. 
In Leviticus 13 and 14 a protocol is established for the 
community to be protected from people who have  
leprosy. A person who has a skin condition that can turn 
into a leprous disease is required to be brought to a 
priest. The protocol outlines how the priest will inspect 
the disease and the time for the person to isolate. Those 
with permanent disease are called unclean, live alone, 
and outside the camp. The protocol includes how to 
treat clothing and how to purify a house. 

There is a story of Jesus cleansing a leper. The leper asks 
to be made clean. Jesus touches him and the leprosy 
leaves him. Jesus then orders him to report to the priest 
as the law of Moses commanded. From this story we see 
that Jesus submits to and follows the Leviticus  
commands of how infectious diseases were handled to 
protect the community. The tests of diagnosis and the 
processes of isolation and quarantine are endorsed by 
Jesus in asking the healed leper to present to the priest 
and follow the commands and rituals of Moses. 

In a letter to the Galatians Paul writes: “Christ has set us 
free. For you were called to freedom, brothers and  
sisters, only do not use your freedom as an opportunity 
for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to 
one another. For the whole law is summed up in a single 
commandment, you shall love your neighbour as  

yourself.” 

Freedom for Paul is not an absolute, it serves the greater 
commandment to love. For example, Paul talks how in 
marriage I may limit what I want in order to love my 
partner. In a marriage I have obligations to care for my 
partner. I gain the freedom to be with other people by 
following the command to love. 

Love, like freedom, operates in my relationships such as 
with my neighbours. Any role which serves other people, 
such as with parents, teachers, health professionals, law 
enforcement, and so on, has obligations of care. It is not 
a loving action to another person if I knowingly harm 
them by giving them an infectious disease. This harm 
includes the harm of omission, when I omit to take  
preventive actions to avoid transmitting disease to the 
people I serve in love. When I am free from a contagious 
disease, I will be free to re-engage with others in normal 
living. 

Christian practice and tradition submits to, and  
endorses, the protocols of quarantine and healing. It 
mandates these based on a freedom which serves in 
love. This love includes a duty of care in our roles of  
service and work in which we limit what we may want in 
order to serve in love. Anything less is self-indulgence. 

Rev John Howell 
21 February 2022 

Used with permission 

Leprosy and freedom  

 

Jesus is leading us to the death of illusions, and illusions die hard. Jesus is leading us to the death of self-will, and 
self-will is a stubborn survivor. Jesus is leading us to the death of sin, and sin is a cat with nine lives. Jesus is leading 
us to the Lenten death that will catapult us into the Easter resurrection. 

From "On Living Well: Brief Reflections on Wisdom for Walking in the Way of Jesus"  
by Eugene H Peterson, Rich Villodas 

https://spaciousfaith.files.wordpress.com/2021/02/lent-2021-devotional.pdf
https://spaciousfaith.files.wordpress.com/2021/02/lent-2021-devotional.pdf
http://www.lynnebaab.com/files/draw-near-lenten-devotional.pdf
http://www.lynnebaab.com/files/draw-near-lenten-devotional.pdf
https://www.brfonline.org.uk/products/when-you-pray-daily-bible-reflections-on-the-lords-prayer
https://www.brfonline.org.uk/products/when-you-pray-daily-bible-reflections-on-the-lords-prayer
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Church Life 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The heavy rain in February caused the Tower Room to 
flood! Fortunately our friends at Fire &  Emergency NZ 
were able to give us a lift so that the offending pipe could 
be cleared.  A big “thank you” to them for this help! 

The Christmas Choir 
Service was held in the 
church on Sunday 19th 
December, with the 
choir ably led by David 
Troughton (back row of 
photo far left).  
(Left) soloist Jeremy 
Baker rehearsing with 
our wonderful musician, 
Tim Emerson. 

On the last Sunday in January we held a special Pet 
Service - a time of thanksgiving to God for our pets. 
We reflected on the many lessons we can learn 
from animals, especially about unconditional love. 
One of the pets in attendance on the day was a  
tortoise, whose great age and interesting eating 
habits attracted much attention.  

A prayer for animals 

O God, 
You created all living things on the face of the earth  

and gave us dominion over them 
Grant that we may be faithful to this trust 

in the way we treat all animals, both wild and tame. 
Teach us to admire their beauty, 

to respect their strength and to wonder at their intelligence. 
Grant that our use of animals may be both merciful and wise. 

So may we lend our voice to their praise of your goodness, 
which endures for ever. 

(Prayers, Thanksgiving, and Litanies: Prepared for the  
Standing Liturgical Commission of the Episcopal Church ) 

 

Left & Above: the tortoise attracted much attention;  
Right: Gema & Maisie make friends. 

Above: a small group sang Carols outside the homes of 
some of our members who are less able to get out and 
about. 
Below: Angels and Shepherds leading the singing at the 
Nativity Service on 12th December.  
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‘Imagine all the people, Livin' for today’! 
Sorry, John Lennon, there is no need to imagine it, as so many people 
already are! 

We face enormous pollution of our planet. Look at the plastic in the 
Pacific, for starters. And there is climate change as well, which has 
been exacerbated by thoughtless, indulgent human activity- livin' for 
today. The ‘What’s-in-it-for-me-now?’ mentality needs to be  
challenged, not endorsed. 

If we do not feel responsible to the Creator, let alone to each other, 
and if we ignore the long-term implications of our actions, the  
outcome could well become even worse than we’ve thought. Rather, 
we need to imagine very differently.  

A perceptive Henri Nouwen does, and wants us to envisage what God 
does: ‘Many if not most of the resources of the world are used to  
defend ourselves against one another, to maintain or increase our 
power, and to safeguard our own privileged position.  

Imagine all that effort being put in the service of peace 
and reconciliation! Would there be any poverty? Would 
there be crimes and wars? Just imagine that there was 
no longer fear among people, no longer rivalry,  
hostility, bitterness, or revenge.…  

We say, “That I can’t imagine.” But God says, “That  
is what I imagine, a whole world not only created but 
also living in my image.” 

However, that makes living fully in our present moment 
different, and important. That is when we take time to 
be still in God's presence right now, setting aside  
regrets from the past and concern about the future. 
After all, we remember that God can forgive the past, 
and envision, guide and empower us in the future. 

(David Troughton) 

Healing Services  
Healing Services are held each month, usually on the 
3rd Sunday, at 11.30am, and include communion. 
All are welcome to attend this service, to come and  
pray for your own needs, or those of others. 

Forthcoming Services 
(all subject to Covid Level guidelines) 

Sunday 6 March 10am Communion 

Sunday 13 March 10am Family Service 

Sunday 20 March 10am Morning Worship 

11.30am Healing Service 

Sunday 27 March 10am Morning Worship 

Sunday 3 April 10am Morning Worship 

Sunday 10 April 10am Family Palm Sunday Service 

Sunday 17 April 10am Easter Communion 

Sunday 24 April 10am Morning Worship  

Sunday 1 May 10am Service of Choir Music 

Sunday 8 May 10am Family Service 

Sunday 15 May 10am Morning Worship 

 11.30am Healing Service 

Sunday 22 May 10am Morning Worship 

Learn – 
to imagine  

prayer as a personal relationship with God, 
to experience 

what happens when you pray, 
to understand 

there is no one right way to pray, 
to know 

that prayer is something that changes  
throughout your life, 

and to see  
how prayer can change your life…. 

Here are gifts I pray for most frequently. 
Wisdom… humility… freedom… perspective…  
courage…patience… inspiration… success…  
deliverance…” 

From James Martin, ‘Learning to Pray. Agenda 
For Everyone’ 2021 

 
AUSTRIAN CAKE 

(1852 ) 
 

Take a thick straight-sided pound cake about the  

circumference of a large dinnerplate, and cut it horizontally 

into slices, the whole breadth of the cake, and rather more 

than half an inch thick. Spread each slice, thickly and 

smoothly, with marmalade of peach, raspberry, strawberry, or 

orange. The marmalade may be all the same, or of a different 

sort on each slice. Lay the slices, nicely, and evenly, one  

upon another, taking care that none of the marmalade oozes 

down from between the edges. Then make a thick icing of 

white of egg and powdered loaf-sugar, and flavour it with 

rose or orange-flower water. Heap a large portion of it on 

the centre of the cake, and with a broad knife (dipped  

frequently in cold water) spread it smoothly all over the top 

and sides. Then set it away to harden. You may ornament it 

by putting icing into a small syringe and pressing it out into 

the form of a centre-piece and border of flowers. To do this 

requires practice, taste, and ingenuity. 

When the cake is to be eaten, cut it down into triangular 

pieces; each including a portion of the different layers of 

marmalade. 

Instead of marmalade you may use for this cake, fresh  

strawberries, mashed smoothly and sweetened with white 

sugar. 

This recipe is a way of using surplus pound cakes. Many of the 
houses back in the day often ended up with surplus cakes and 
the most knowledgeable of the cooks and chefs who worked 

in the kitchen would use them in a variety of ways. 
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Jonathan Boston ONZM 
is Professor of Public Policy 
in the School of  
Government at Victoria 
University of Wellington, 
New Zealand.  

His research interests  
include: climate change 
policy (both mitigation and 
adaptation); child poverty; 
governance (especially  

anticipatory governance); public management;  
tertiary education funding (especially research  
funding); and welfare state design.  

He has served at various times as the Director of the 
Institute of Policy Studies and the Director of the 
Institute for Governance and Policy Studies at  
Victoria University of Wellington. In the early 2000’s 
he was a member of the Tertiary Education Advisory 
Committee and helped design and implement the 
Performance-Based Research Fund in New Zealand’s 
tertiary education sector. During 2012-13 he  
co-chaired the Expert Advisory Group on Solutions 
to Child Poverty in New Zealand. During 2021 he 
served as a principal adviser to the Ministry for the 
Environment in Wellington.  

Recent books and major reports include: Child  
Poverty in New Zealand (with Simon Chapple) 
(2014); Governing for the Future: Designing  
Democratic Institutions for a Better Tomorrow 
(2017); Safeguarding the Future: Governing in an 
Uncertain World (2017); Transforming the Welfare 
State: Towards a New Social Contract? (2019), and 
Foresight, Insight, and Oversight: Enhancing Long-
Term Governance through Better Parliamentary 
Scrutiny (with David Bagnall and Anna Barry) (2019). 
He has served since 2005 as the editor of Policy 
Quarterly.  

Cashmere Conference: 29—31 July 2022 
We are planning this year’s Cashmere Conference, a 
public square event where we interact with our local 
community. The theme is “Let’s Take a Long View!”, 
but the details are still being worked out. 

We are very fortunate to have Professor Jonathan 
Boston coming. He grew up in Christchurch, went to 
St Andrew’s College, and is now Professor of Public 
Policy at Victoria University of Wellington (see his bio 
below). He will give an opening lecture, and preach on 
the Sunday. 

What are the new ten year plan of the City Council, 
and the Community Board’s local vision? How can we 
keep spiritually fresh for the long haul? How do we 
build a treaty-based but multicultural, multi-faith soci-
ety? What is God’s long term plan? 

Making a difference in Zimbabwe 
We can make a difference. One of 

our members has for several years 

been actively involved in a project 

in Zimbabwe called Advivia—a NGO 

committed to the development of 

young people. Meet Ray. He is an 

example of the difference we can 

help make.  

Ray was born and raised in Harare, Zimbabwe, in a slum. 

Growing up was tough. Sunningdale, the quarter he was 

raised in, is a high density suburb. There is top level drug 

abuse, prostitution, violence and thievery in the country. 

Due to high unemployment percentage and dysfunctional 

families, most people struggle to make a living, so they 

end up getting involved in illegal activities just to put food 

on the table for their families.  

Early on, Ray started losing friends and family members 
through drugs, AIDs and violence. But he tried to stay 
close to God, and took these devastating situations as  
motivation to achieve his desired goal. He managed to 
stay in school and put everything into his studies. He is 
now the only one from his area who graduated with a 
Masters degree (in Strategic Management and Corporate 
Governance after a Bachelor in Agricultural Crop  
Science).   

For a couple of years Ray has worked for Advivia.  
Together with the team in Harare, Ray has adopted a “Life 
Skill Training”, which has now been rolled out in the  
Community Hall of Sunningdale.  

Forgiveness and Reconciliation 
We have been thinking about forgiveness lately. The  
Virginia Commonwealth University has hosted a  
Templeton Foundation project looking at this topic, under 
Everett L. Worthington, Jr. 

For forgiveness, they use a five point approach, REACH. 
Recall the hurt, Empathise, Altruistic gift of forgiveness, 
Commit publicly to forgive, Hold on to forgiveness. 

Reconciliation needs a bridge, and to be worked at from 
both ends. There are four planks to each side: Decide to 
Reconcile, Discuss, Detoxify, Devote. Often there may be 
barriers which we need to recognize and surmount.  

The Bridge to Reconciliation: taken from Forgiving  
and Reconciling—Bridges to Wholeness and Hope  

by Everett L Worthington Jr. 
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Office Administrator: Gail Weaver 
Parish Office: 2 MacMillan Ave, Cashmere 
phone: 332-7129 
email: cashmere.church@xtra.co.nz 
website: www.cashmerechurch.org.nz 

 

Your Visitor is: 
 

 ………………………………….. 
 

Phone………………….. 

Ministers: 
Right Rev Hamish Galloway; Phone 027 603 0063 
Email: minister@cashmerechurch.org.nz 

Rev David Coster; Phone 027 220 5765 
Email: drcoster@xtra.co.nz 

The Back Page 
for the young & young at heart 

People Events 

Baptism: 
We welcome into the Family of the Church: 

Harlen James McKay Armstrong,  
son of Travers & Katrina (20 February) 

 

Weddings: 
We congratulate and extend best wishes to: 

Renée Cox & Malcolm Falconer 
(15 January) 

Sarah White & Nick Dixon 
(29 January) 

Charlotte Grimshaw & Louis Botha 
(26 February) 

 
Deaths 

We extend our sympathies to the family of  
Brian Irwin (5 January) 

mailto:cashmere.church@xtra.co.nz
http://www.cashmerechurch.org.nz/
mailto:minister@cashmerechurch.org.nz
mailto:drcoster@xtra.co.nz

