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From the Minister 
Most News items over the past two or 

three months have included reports on the 

absolute devastation, destruction and loss 

of life in Ukraine, caused by the invasion of 

that country by the Republic of Russia  

under the Presidency of Vladimir Putin. I 

know that Mr Putin calls the invasion ‘a  

special military operation’ but, 

in reality, it is a declaration 

of war on another country 

and no matter how much 

propaganda spin is placed 

on this it is still a  

declaration of war and a 

military invasion. This is as much the case 

today as when Germany, under the  

leadership of Adolf Hitler, invaded Poland 

causing the outbreak of World War II. Let us 

hope and pray that this recent invasion of 

Ukraine isn’t the precursor to World War III. 

When the love of power is overcome by the 

power of love then we may find that we live 

in a much more peaceful world. When the 

inordinate amount of the world’s resources 

that are spent on armaments and military 

might are re-positioned to be spent on 

housing, health, food, addressing climate 

change and for humanitarian needs then 

the world will be a much more peaceful 

place for us—and our children and  

grandchildren—to live in. The Rev Martin 

Luther King Jr. said, “Power  

without love is reckless and 

abusive, and love without 

power is sentimental and 

anemic. Power at its best is 

love implementing the  

demands of justice, and justice 

at its best is power correcting everything 

that stands against love.” These words of 

Martin Luther King Jr. echo the words of 

Jesus, “Love the Lord your God with all your 

heart, and with all soul, and with all your 

mind, and love your neighbour as yourself.” 

May President Putin, a member of the  

Russian Orthodox Church, take heed of this 

teaching of our Lord and put it into action. 

David Coster 

When the love of power 
is overcome by the 

power of love then we 
may find that we live 

in a much more 
peaceful world. 

Communion Service 

We extend an invitation to all to our  
quarterly Communion Service on Sunday 
5th June, at 10am. 

From the Moderator 
Thank you so much for your prayer support 

during the recent Assembly. It seemed to 

go well. The week after Special Assembly I 

spent 2 weeks in the Kaimai area working 

with the local Presbytery, preaching at St 

Peter’s Tauranga and then leading a 

training event at Ohope marae for our 

Māori Presbytery Te Aka Puaho. Following 

that I spent some time in  Dunedin for the 

Southern Ministry Conference, preaching at 

Waimate on the way down. The last week 

in May I will be helping to do a review of 

the special character at Scots College in 

Wellington. I am looking forward to being 

back in Christchurch to take the service 

at Cashmere on 29th May!! It is a busy time 

but so rewarding to see the Presbyterian 

Church in action around the country. 

Hamish Galloway, Moderator PCANZ 

Transfer of Te Korowai Tapu to 
the new Moderator 

At the General Assembly in October last 

year, due to it being online, it was not  

possible to have the usual ceremony and 

service for installation of the Church's 

Moderator involving the transfer of a  

ceremonial cloak (Te Korowai Tapu) and 

the laying on of hands by past Moderators, 

before the gathered Commissioners of the 

Assembly. The installation is usually  

preceded by a powhiri. So, in March this 

year, Moderator Right Rev Hamish  

Galloway and Very Rev Fakaofo Kaio  

gathered with Marina Rakuraku,  

Moderator of Te Aka Puaho who removed 

Te Korowai Tapu from Very Rev Fakaofo 

Kaio’s shoulders, and placed it over the 

shoulders of the Right Rev Hamish  

Galloway. Rev Tamiana Thrupp of Te Aka 

Puaho led a karakia.  



 

 2 

James K Baxter wrote:  

‘Lord, Holy Spirit, 

You blow like the wind in a thousand paddocks, 

Inside and outside the fences, 

You blow where you wish to blow.’1   

How is the Spirit blowing in our Presbyterian paddocks at 

this time? Or, as Jenny Flett said at the recent Special Assembly in speaking to the report of The Theology of  

Property and Money workgroup, “At this time in our history, what is the Spirit saying to the Church?”.  

This is a question that exercises me greatly as I move around our Church in my role as Moderator. I see signs of  

decline. Signals of church communities coming to the end of their life and offering land and buildings for sale. 

Young people who are searching for meaning and seeking spiritual experiences, yet not seeing our churches as  

viable places for that searching and seeking. Property and wealth amassed in outdated and underutilised  

resources.   

Yet, I also see wonderful signs of hope. New church buildings completed at Rotorua and West Melton, populated 

with enthusiastic people and ministries. Capable lay ministry teams leading churches, like Waimate, navigating the 

faithful through COVID lockdowns and back into being together again in encouraging numbers. East Taieri Church, 

full of conference goers inspired by the grounded ministry  

lessons of Andrew and Christine Harrex from Lawrence.  And a 

special character review at Scots College in Wellington which 

affirmed and celebrated the central place of Presbyterian faith 

at the centre of the ethos of this bustling, future-facing and 

vibrant school community.  

There is here a collision of despair and possibility. Is the Spirit 

calling us to be wise in the way we deal with our despair and 

pivot into our possibility? There are common strategic threads 

in many of the reports of the recent Assembly that more than 

hint at the Spirit speaking to us. Just as the Spirit lit up the life 

of the early church at Pentecost, may we find ways of winding 

those threads into a garment of hope for the future. In  

another stanza from his poem, James K Baxter put it this way:  

‘Lord, Holy Spirit, 

You are the kind fire who does not cease to burn, 

Consuming us with flames of love and peace, 

Driving us out like sparks to set the world on fire.’ 1  
 

Right Rev Hamish Galloway 

Moderator Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand  
 

1. James K. Baxter, ‘Song to the Holy Spirit’,  in Collected Poems  

(ed. John Edward Weir;  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1979), 572. 

Healing Services  
Healing Services, including Communion, are held 
each month, usually on the 3rd Sunday, at 
11.30am. All are welcome to attend this service, to 
pray for your own needs, or those of others. 

Forthcoming Services 
(all subject to Covid Level guidelines) 

Sunday 5 June 10am Communion 

Sunday 12 June 10am Family Service 

Sunday 19 June 10am Morning Worship 

11.30am Healing Service 

Sunday 26 June 10am Morning Worship 

Sunday 3 July 10am Morning Worship 

Sunday 10 July 10am Family Service 

Sunday 17 July 10am Morning Worship 

 11.30am Healing Service 

Sunday 24 July 10am Morning Worship  

Sunday 31 July 10am Morning Worship  

Sunday 7 August 10am Morning Worship  

Sunday 14 August 10am Family Service 

Sunday 21 August 10am Morning Worship 

 11.30am Healing Service 

Sunday 28 August 10am Morning Worship  

People Events 

Weddings: 
We congratulate and extend best wishes to: 

Hannah Connolly & Anson Fong (9 April) 
Carla Schubach & Ruard Smith (23 April) 

 

Deaths 
We extend our sympathies to the family of  

Gabrielle Bolt (12 March) 
Barbara Palmer (26 March) 

Ivan Pierce (26 April) 

Social progress never rolls in 

on the wheels of inevitability. 
It comes through the tireless efforts and the  

persistent work of dedicated individuals. 
And without this hard work 
time itself becomes an ally of  

the primitive forces of social stagnation. 
And so we must help time.  

We must realize that the time is always right 
to do right. 

Martin Luther King Jr 
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Sunday school 
We had a good start of Term 2 of Sunday school. 

Sessions are often extensions of the Minister’s talk with children in 

the church and we focus on having fun whilst learning about the  

Bible. Children particularly enjoy doing the crafts during the sessions. 

One of the highlights was felt flowers children made for all the ladies 

in the church on Mothers Day.  

We have lovely group of children that 

always work together, and it is  

wonderful to see older ones willing to 

help little ones out on sessions (Thanks 

Millie and Vin!). We often see Vin’s  

fabulous ideas and execution and Enzo 

looking up to him to create something 

wonderful himself.  

Michelle, Natasha and 

Estelle are always giggling 

together, encouraging 

and complimenting each 

other’s works. 

Photos of Sunday school 

are uploaded on our  

Facebook page for  the 

congregation to see. 

Church Life 
Chickens in Church! 
In March, Hamish spoke with the children 

about the passage from Luke 13 when  

Jesus declares his love for Jerusalem: “How 

many times I wanted to put my arms 

around all your people, just as a hen  

gathers her chicks under her wings, but you 

would not let me!”  

To illustrate this, we had some real baby 

chicks, which the children showed around 

the congregation. 

However, baby chicks don’t stay small for 

long and, after a brief period in the Lee 

household, they were re-homed in a hen 

coop in Hamish’s garden. You will see from 

the photo, though, that they prefer free 

ranging on his deck instead! 

Our service of Harvest Thanksgiving was held on 
24th April. Goods were donated to support the 
work of the Christchurch City Mission.  

This gorgeous blanket was crocheted by Linda Wright, a member of the 

Craft group which meets each Tuesday morning from 9am to 12noon. 

It took about 18 months to complete, and is beautifully tactile. Also (and I 

think this is just showing off) it is just as neat on the back as on the front! 

The Craft Group invites anyone who wishes to have some company whilst 

working on their projects to come along, and any reasonable portable 

craft is welcome. Gold coin donation requested towards the tea and 

coffee.  
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Hamish Galloway did a great job in moderating the  

second part of the 2021 General Assembly, which was 

held in April by Zoom, and lasted two-and-a-half days. 

He created a family feeling among the 150 or so of us 

spread around New Zealand, and he negotiated the  

procedures deftly. People could contribute in the  

debates, and Hamish achieved a fair expression of  

different views. In addition, we divided up into groups to 

talk over some reports, and David Coster was one of 

three who summed up the various points from the 

groups. 

Presbyterians have always had a sense of being a  

national church, committed to nation-building.  

Previously a representative went from every parish each 

year, and the ministers all trained together, so there was 

a great sense of bonding—despite the diverse opinions. 

Nowadays we meet on alternate years, and the  

Presbyteries send a number of commissioners, so this is 

going to have a significant effect unless initiatives are 

taken to compensate tor that. There are significant 

differences around New Zealand, and we need to  

understand the diversity of challenges that we are  

facing. 

We believe that, instead of parishes relating to each  

other if and when the mood takes them, all churches in 

an area belong to each other, are structurally bound 

together, are responsible to one another through a  

Presbytery.  There used to be over 20 presbyteries, but 

now there are five—Northern, Kaimai, Central,  

Southern, and our Alpine Presbytery which stretches 

from the Haast and Waitaki to Cook Strait—plus a Pacific 

Island one, and a Māori Synod. Each  has a degree of 

autonomy in expressing mission and solving the specific 

challenges in their region. At Assembly the need for the 

cross-communication between Presbyteries was  

emphasised. 

We also need to recover our forward-looking approach, 

so that we have studied Christian vision in respect of the 

various social issues facing our nation. We did pick up on 

some, but it seemed to be haphazard rather than  

deliberate. 

It was a privilege to be a commissioner again. It was the 

eighth GA that I have been associated with in one way 

or another, vastly changed in a different world, and  

challenging my grasp of technology! There is richness in 

our spiritual heritage, waiting to be explored, and God is 

always doing new things. But I came away recalling the 

saying that the church is always only one generation 

away from extinction.  

We are in a missionary situation. 

All Talk? 
Twice at General Assembly we have been asked this question with  

respect to climate change, and twice we have voted overwhelmingly 

for action. 

The first motion asks parishes to look at how they function by means of 

a questionnaire.  The second one was the decision to support the  

eco-church concept. 

About twelve years ago, Dr David Troughton explored the eco-church 

idea and checked it out through A Rocha in the United Kingdom; they 

had several versions, but none of them suited us. He approached  

A Rocha New Zealand, but they were not intending to pick up on the  

programme at that time. But times have changed and they now have a 

simple one which involves a seventeen-page questionnaire 

(www.ecochurch.org.nz/self-assessment-worksheet) by which to  

interrogate  ourselves as to our practices, and they recommend a  

project a year.  

We are already associated with the Te Pōhue project on the slopes of 

Port Levy, but, now that the national church has adopted the concept, 

it is up to us at the grass-roots to put the Kiwi-style eco-church into  

action. 

This will be being discussed by the Parish Council in the next few weeks, 

but perhaps there may be one or two of our congregation who will pick 

up the questionnaire aspect, to help guide us into better practice?  

Let  Cashmere Presbyterian be an eco-church, in the forefront of action 

on Climate Change in our community! 

David Troughton 

We are the church together! 

Fundraiser for vocational  
training center in Zimbabwe 

Save the date: on 26th November (Saturday 

evening), the non-profit organisation  

Advivia plan a concert with various artists 

to raise funds for a vocational training  

center in a rural area of Zimbabwe. More 

information about the project can be 

found under: simbabwe.advivia.de/.   

Be prepared to enjoy an evening of great 

music, yummy snacks and lovely  

fellowship.  

More details to come, stay curious! 

https://www.ecochurch.org.nz/self-assessment-worksheet
https://simbabwe.advivia.de/
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The Pathways Programme 
Many parishioners at Cashmere participated in The Pathways 

Programme during 2021. It is a one day programme, designed 

and led by Rt Rev Hamish Galloway and Dr Anne Shave, which 

encourages individuals to reflect on: 

stage of life and transitions 

spiritual development 

gifts and areas of service, both within and beyond the 

church 

We hope to hold another Pathways day for further members 

of our congregation later this year. If you are interested in 

finding out more about it, why not ask another member of the 

congregation what it involves and what it meant to them?  

This year Anne’s part-time role within the Alpine Presbytery 

involves working with people from other parishes, offering 

“taster days” for ministers and leaders, and then assisiting 

those leaders to run the Pathways programme in their own 

churches. Lincoln Union Church and The Village Church have 

already held Pathways days, and Linwood, Halswell and  

combined Ashburton parishes will be offering the programme 

soon.  

A particularly enjoyable day held in Ashburton in late February 

was attended by leaders from Timaru, Temuka, Ashburton and 

Darfield. One minister said: “It felt like an answer to prayer. 

Our parish council is on board with ‘intentional faith  

development’ and are likely to see the Pathways programme 

as contributing to this aim.” Another participant said, “I pray 

that the parish will engage in the Pathways programme as we 

all need I think to have a time to stop and reflect on our lives, 

especially our spiritual lives. What I got out of the Pathways 

Taster Day I want others to have too.” 

The next programme for church leaders will be offered by 

Hamish and Anne in Blenheim in June. Participants from  

Nelson, Blenheim and Kaikoura are expected to attend.  

In 1997, Ivan Pierce was asked at the last minute to 
write the Service of Faith for the International Inner 
Wheel  Convention in Berlin. 

NZ delegates gave the presentation and it was 
amazing.  This quotation came at the conclusion of 
the service: 

Life is a challenge, meet it 
Life is a gift, accept it 

Life is an adventure, dare it 
Life is a sorrow, overcome it. 

Life is a game, play it 
Life is a mystery, unfold it 

Life is a song, sing it 

The world is a stage, 
Life is a drama, 

We are the actors, 
And God is our Director 

Rev Ivan Pierce (1933—2022) 

Participants at a recent Pathways day 

Lunching together 
On Sunday 29th May, a group of 23 gathered at The Brickworks Restaurant in Cashmere, to enjoy lunch together. 
The friendly staff looked after us well, and everyone enjoyed the good company and good food. 
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Office Administrator: Gail Weaver 
Parish Office: 2 MacMillan Ave, Cashmere 
phone: 332-7129 
email: cashmere.church@xtra.co.nz 
website: www.cashmerechurch.org.nz 

 

Your Visitor is: 
 

 ………………………………….. 
 

Phone………………….. 

Ministers: 
Right Rev Hamish Galloway; Phone 027 603 0063 
Email: minister@cashmerechurch.org.nz 

Rev David Coster; Phone 027 220 5765 
Email: drcoster@xtra.co.nz 

The Back Page 
for the young & young at heart 

 

Norse Sweet Wine Cakes 

 

450g self-raising flour 

1 Tbs sweet white wine 

1 pinch aniseed 

1 pinch cumin 

50g lard 

25g grated cheese 

1 beaten egg 

12 bay leaves 

 

Moisten the flour with the wine and add the aniseed and 

cumin. Rub in the lard and grated cheese and bind the  

mixture with egg. Shape into 12 small cakes and place 

each one on a bay leaf. Bake in the oven at 200 deg. C 

for 25 - 30min. 

This is a short and simple recipe 
from pre 900AD 

mailto:cashmere.church@xtra.co.nz
http://www.cashmerechurch.org.nz/
mailto:minister@cashmerechurch.org.nz
mailto:drcoster@xtra.co.nz

