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From the Minister 
Shave for a Cure Cashmere High School  
Comment from Rev. Silvia Purdie 

The coolest thing in my life last month 
was my son Ben getting his (by this stage 
very long!) hair shaved off. His girlfriend 
Amy Kelly was the school organiser for 
Shave for a Cure at Cashmere High. What 
an amazing job they did! Together they 
raised nearly $15,000 for the Leukaemia 
and Blood Cancers Foundation.  

The school gym was packed out at 
lunchtime, with a line-up of chairs,  
scissors and shavers at the ready. Amy 
did an excellent speech (see photo)  
before Ben was the first to go under the 
knife, accompanied by much cheering. 
Amy was the last to get done, with her 
sister Lucy cutting off Amy’s very long 
hair, right down to a complete shave (as 
you can see in the photos). 

It was so impressive and inspiring seeing these young people working hard and making 
this very personal sacrifice, for a good cause.  

And many thanks to those in our church who chipped in to support Ben. Cashmere  
oncologist (and Presbyterian!) Ruth Spearing warmly commended the Leukaemia and 
Blood Cancers Foundation, saying how impressed she is with their work, especially in 
research and family support.   

Cashmere High School has been in the news for the worst reason – the terrible violent 
death of two students. I have heard the stress that students and teachers have been  
under, especially the ‘ripple effect’ of this event triggering past trauma from the  
earthquakes. Our current older teenagers were at a very vulnerable age 8 years ago 
while their homes and community was being tipped upside down. What is so important 
to acknowledge, however, is the amazing resilience that these young people have 
learned, the hard way. Seeing the self-less dedication of those who did Shave for a Cure 
was indeed heart-warming. 

City Mission Food Bank   
The Christchurch City Mission Food Bank provides emergency food 
for those in need. They see about 30 families per day requiring food 
assistance. A large quantity of the food that the Mission distributes 
to clients is donated by generous businesses and donors. 

You can help. Each week we collect food donations for the City Mission. If you have food 
you wish to donate, please place it in the trolley at the back of the church before the 
morning service (or you can bring it in to the office during the week). Currently there is 
an urgent appeal for tins of baked beans, spaghetti, tinned tomatoes and tinned fruit. 
The trolley is brought up for blessing and dedication  
during the weekly  service at the same time as monetary 
offerings. A team of  volunteers delivers our food offerings 
to the City Mission at the beginning of each week. 

Please consider bringing a food donation along each week 
to assist with this important mission. And if you are able to 
go on the roster to deliver the food, please speak to Gail in 
the Church office. 

Communion Service 
 
 
 
 

We extend an invitation to 
all to join us our quarterly 

Communion  Service on 2nd 
June at 10.00am 
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Or book online at: https://forms.gle/W5zuLnxSTLeJucd49 

BYO drinks of choice 

Coming up … Worship @ Cashmere 
All at 10am unless otherwise noted 

Healing Services are held each month, usually on 
the third Sunday, at 11.30am, and include  
Communion. All are welcome to attend this  
service, to come and pray for your own needs, or 
those of others. 

Sunday 2 June Communion service 

Sunday 9 June Family Service—Pentecost 

Sunday 16 June Morning Worship 

  11.30am Healing Service 

Sunday 23 June Morning Worship 

Sunday 30 June Morning Worship 

Sunday 7 July Morning Worship 

Sunday 14 July Family Service 

Sunday 21 July Morning Worship 

  11.30am Healing Service 

Sunday 28 July Morning Worship 

Sunday 4 August Morning Worship 

Sunday 11 August Family Service 

Sunday 18 August Morning Worship 

  11.30am Healing Service 

Sunday 25 August Morning Worship 

To make  

BREAKFAST CAKES  

(1764) 

Take a pound of currants well washed, (rub them in a cloth till 

dry) a pound of flour dried before a fire, take three eggs, leave 

out one of the whites, four spoonfuls of new yeast, and four 

spoonfuls of sack or two of brandy, beat the yeast and eggs 

well together; then take a gill of cream, and something above a 

quarter of a pound of butter, set them on a fire, and stir them till 

the butter be melted, (but do not let them boil) grate a large nut-

meg into the flour, with currants and five spoonfuls of sugar; mix 

all together, beat it with your hand till it leave the bowl, then flour 

the tins you put the paste in, and let them stand a little to rise, 

then bake them an hour and a quarter. 
 

Tip: Use small springform pans or small savoury/muffin pans to 

bake these cakes 

https://forms.gle/W5zuLnxSTLeJucd49
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Scholar in Residence 
One of our congregation members, Anne Shave, has recently returned to  
Christchurch after two months as ‘scholar in residence’ at Vaughan Park Anglican 
Retreat and  Conference Centre in Auckland. Vaughan Park is a busy venue which 
is situated just across the road from one of the beautiful East Coast beaches on 
the North Shore, Long Bay. Anne described March and April as ‘perfect months to 
be there.’ 

Anne is writing a book based on her PhD about the experiences of Christians in 
midlife. She was very grateful to be awarded the scholarship which allowed her 
two months to concentrate on her work. Although she anticipates it will take  
several more months before her writing is fit for a publisher to read, Anne is 
pleased with the  progress she made while in Auckland. 

Highlights of Anne’s time away included fabulous meals, wonderful walks,  
swimming in the sea, and spending time with the Vaughan Park cat, Lily. 

Above: Anne Shave 
Below: Views and beaches enhanced Anne’s time at Vaughan Park  

Square Dancing 
On Saturday 4th May over 30 people gathered in the Rata Lounge for a fun evening of Square Dancing, which has 
long been a passion of Parish Clerk Colin Reid. He is trained as a Caller, and has been part of groups up and down 
the country. He particularly loves introducing new people to dancing.  

Square Dancing is sociable, great for the co-ordination, and a fun way to be active. It certainly teaching you left from 
right! Seven young people were “dragged along” by their families last Saturday night, and they quickly found  
themselves enjoying it far more than they had expected! It was also marvellous to have some experienced Square 
Dancers to show us how it’s done – and the ladies looked  
amazing in their wide round skirts. Thanks Colin and friends for a 
marvellous evening. 

The Mosque Shootings: our people involved 
The attacks on 15 March affected all of us; two of our congregation in 
particular. 

Claire Shave works in financial administration for Victim Support. As 
you can imagine she has been very busy!  

Claire writes: 
Notwithstanding media, the work is going well. The  public had been 
very generous and donations are still coming in. So far, we've used 
more than $3.7 million for the purpose given and victims have been 
supported in many different ways, emotionally, practically and  
financially. As in other areas of our work, we are consulting with  
victims, government and other agencies, and this has taken time.  
However next week we have another large set of payments to victims. 
The team are currently contacting victims and checking victim data to 
ensure this goes smoothly—a big task.  

Elder and Property Convenor Warren Campbell is a police officer. He 
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writes about the effects on the police in Christchurch: 

Terror attacks, mass shootings. That’s the sort of stuff 
that happens on the other side of the world. Thank  
goodness we live so far away from that. It would never 
happen here.   

How wrong we were to think that. Friday 15th March is a 
date that will long be remembered. It is impossible to 
imagine the fear and terror experienced by those who 
died and those who survived.   

When something like this happens, the balloon goes up 
and Police rush to become involved. As morbid as it 
sounds, an event such as this is something most Police 
want to be a part of. Strangely enough, those that were 
away at that time feel in some ways disappointed that 
they missed out on being part of something big. After all, 
this is a once in a lifetime event – we hope. Perhaps it is 
our instinct to protect our community and help people to 
feel safe, especially those who are vulnerable in some 
way. Many of these people have left their native lands to 
travel half way around the world to make a new and 
hopefully better life for their families.   

Talking to colleagues, there are stories of extraordinary 
courage and bravery. Ask any cop and they will tell you 
that one of the scariest things to deal with is an armed 
offender who is mobile. The fear comes from not  
knowing. Not knowing where the bad guy is, where he is 
going or what his next move is. It was a given that this 
offender had weapons that had killed many people. But 
where was he? Police and Ambulance staff who entered 
both the Deans Avenue and Linwood Avenue mosques 
had no idea whether the offender was still in there or 
not. They were entering the unknown.   

For a number of reasons, the dice rolled very well for  
police and within 20 minutes or so of the first call the 
offender was in custody.   

And so began New Zealand’s largest ever homicide  
investigation. It takes an army of Police and support staff 
to run something on this scale. (That’s not to mention all 

the St John paramedics and doctors, specialists and  
nurses who were involved in trying to save those lives 
that were on the brink. Then there’s Victim Support, ACC, 
MSD and the myriad of other agencies providing support 
to those left behind.) 

You have Police staff dealing with the scenes, staff 
providing security over the scenes, staff involved in the 
recovery and identification of the deceased, family  
liaison, numerous investigation staff, those arranging 
travel and accommodation for out of town staff, those 
rearranging rosters, hiring vehicles, booking meals and 
so on. No one should be forgotten – even the guy who 
delivers the meals and drinks out to those on scene guard 
duty. They are all vital cogs in a very big wheel.   

For those staff who have experienced trauma first hand, 
the Police organisation has learned over many years that 
besides getting the job done they need to ensure the  
welfare of their staff is maintained. Most staff will have 
by now been to visit a Psychologist whether they believe 
they need it or not. Historically it’s been pretty typical for 
Police to put on a brave face and work their way through 
things on their own. To admit that they’ve been affected 
was a sign of weakness. But fortunately we’ve moved 
into the 21st century and can now be admired for  
fronting up and admitting that things are not right for 
us. It is recognised that it does help to talk about things – 
get them out in the open. I know a Dog Handler who is a 
gruff and hardened 62 year old officer of over 40 
years. He was not afraid to say that he has had to have a 
cry on occasions since this incident. I doubt he would 
have admitted to that 20 years ago.   

The Police have dedicated Welfare officers and on  
occasions like this employ the services of professionals to 
speak with staff and provide a wrap-around service for 
those who need it.   

I am proud to be a Police Officer and proud that I could 
contribute in some small way to this unprecedented 
event.  I just wish that I didn’t have to. 

Combined churches gifts 
In the weeks following the attack the churches across Christchurch came together to offer a sign of true unity, and 
love for our Muslim neighbours. An appeal was gathered from across the churches, which totalled over $200,000 
(co-ordinated by Te Raranga, an inter-church network in Christchurch—see www.raranga.org.nz). This was taken by 
representatives of the combined church leaders to the homes of Muslim leaders. They have shared how moving this 
experience was, and how amazing it was to share together in prayer and fellowship.  

Ken Shelley who co-ordinates Te Raranga: “Please do thank people profoundly, it really has made a huge difference 
for people. Since giving the $165,000 we have had a further $40,000 given - a proportion has been passed on but as 
money continues to dribble in we are asking Ibrahim what we should do with the remainder. We are in the process 
of arranging a lunch between some Christian leaders and Muslim leaders for further fellowship. Amazing!" 

Ken forwarded for us an email from Ibrahim Abdelhalim, who is the Imam at the Linwood Mosque: “On behalf of the 
Muslim community I would like to Thank you so much for your people who are standing strong with us which gives a 
lot of warm feeling and companions. I will never forget your blessing visit to my home with the other brothers and 
sister which gave us strong solidarity that means we are one, supporting and helping one another." 

https://raranga.org.nz/
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A Gift of Peace  
An unexpected parcel arrived at the church office last week,  
containing 100 peace cranes—a gift from the Maths Department of 
the Community College of Allegheny County, Pittsburgh. 

The accompanying letter explained how, following the shooting at 
the Tree of Life Synagogue in their community, they received a great  
outpouring of love from other communities. Smithfield UCC has a  
lovely crane mobile hanging at the front of their sanctuary, and they 
wished to pay it forward to our community. 

Rebecca Senkowicz, Associate Professor of Mathematics, writes: 
“In case this letter is too serious, let me take a moment to share the 
fun we had in making paper cranes. We had to learn how to fold 
cranes, so the first ones we made were not symbols of peace and  
healing (they were more like monsters from the Jurassic Period!), but 
we persevered! These cranes were folded while guest speakers were 
dispensing solemn nuggets of career advise to college students, they 
were folded while math teachers enthused about trigonometry, and 
they were folded in the fellowship hall while the opening notes of the 
music called us to worship. They were strung onto threads while boys 
had Boy Scout meetings and cats watched with baited breath to see 
if they were really alive. These cranes were made in the chaos that 
goes on while living.  

These one hundred cranes are sent with our good wishes and hope 
for peace and healing and with all the laughter that comes from  
continuing to move forward in life.” 

Thank you Rebecca, and all who contributed to the making of this 
gift. The love and support our city has received from throughout the 
world humbles us, and will aid with the healing of the emotional 
wounds from the terrible attack of 15th March. 

Office to rent in Cashmere 
Room available for rental as office space from beginning 
of July 2019 (although earlier may be possible).  

Location: Church House, 2a MacMillan Avenue 
Size: approx. 18m2 

This sunny, pleasant room is upstairs, and gives views over 
the city. Rental of $130+GST per week, includes power 
and cleaning, and may include wi-fi depending on  
expected usage. Phone connection is tenants’ own  
responsibility. Bathroom and single toilet upstairs, and 
gents and ladies’ toilets, as well as kitchen, downstairs—
all these are shared facilities.  

Some of the office furniture may be available to purchase 
by negotiation with current tenants. 

Separate meeting room and larger meeting/conference/
function space available for occasional hire at extra costs. 

Would suit a small professional business, a charity, or not-
for-profit organisation.  

To view, contact the Cashmere Presbyterian Church Office 
on 332 7129, or email cashmere.church@xtra.co.nz 

People Events 

Celebrations: 
Hearty congratulations on your 100th Birthday to 

Jean Walls, who celebrated with family and friends 
on 13th April 

 
Baptisms: 

We welcome into the family of the church: 
Emmy Mary Sandford,  

daughter of Richard & Nicola (28 April) 

Weddings:  
We congratulate and extend our best wishes to: 

Sophie Brinkers and Bradley Mori (5 April) 
Jess Posthuma and Aaron de Vries (13 April) 

Carolyn Ax and Ross Boardman (17 May) 
  

Deaths: 
We extend our sympathies to the families of: 

Marjorie Jackson (18 April) 
Beverley Shearer (5 May) 

mailto:cashmere.church@xtra.co.nz
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Parish Office:   
Office Administrator: Gail Weaver 
2 MacMillan Ave, Cashmere 
Phone: 332-7129; fax: 332-7130 
email: cashmere.church@xtra.co.nz 

 

 

Your Visitor is: 
 

 ………………………………….. 
 

Phone………………….. website: www.cashmerechurch.org.nz 

Minister: 
Rev Silvia Purdie BA BTheol 
Phone 027 242 1113 

 

So many shades of gold 
Autumn 

Another miracle we take for granted 
Another expression of the artist's vision 

The blending of the autumn hues  
with the setting sun 

Warm 
Comforting 

Perfect 
Thank you for autumn, Lord 

written by John Birch 
www.faithandworship.com 

 
The Church is rich with people  
in the Autumn of their years. 
Some have led colourful lives 

leaves bronzed and golden 
through exposure to the elements  

their appearance the centre of attention.  
Others have been exposed  
to more extreme conditions 

branches bowed and scarred. 
Some go unnoticed,  

yet stand tall and steadfast  
against wind and rain.  
All have a story to tell  

all can offer support and shelter 
for saplings which grow beneath  

their leafy canopy. 

written by John Birch 
www.faithandworship.com 

Martin Luther King Jr  

We are called to play the good Samaritan on life’s roadside; 

but that will be only an initial act. One day the whole Jericho 

road must be transformed so that men and women will not 

be beaten and robbed as they make their journey through 

life. True compassion is more than flinging a coin to a  

beggar; it understands that an edifice that produces beggars 

needs restructuring. 
Source: April 4, 1967  

“Beyond Vietnam”  address at  

Riverside Church, New York 

Thoughts on Autumn 

AUTUMN PRAYER 

God of all seasons, we thank you for Autumn. 

We thank you 

for the touch of coolness in the air that gives us a 

new burst of energy, 

for the coloring of trees that shows the creativity 

of the Divine Artist, 

for the falling leaves that reveal the strength of 

the branches, 

for the hues of fields that bring peace to our 

souls, 

for the smiles on pumpkins that bring joy to chil-

dren, 

for the fall harvest which that brings us grati-

tude for the bounty of our land, 

for this change of seasons that reveals the circle 

of life.  

God of all seasons, as you transform the earth, 

transform us by your Spirit. 

Amen 

— Rev. Doug Leonhardt, S.J. 

Things to Ponder... 

mailto:cashmere.church@xtra.co.nz
http://www.cashmerechurch.org.nz/
http://www.faithandworship.com/Prayers_Autumn.htm#ixzz5nT1SCzoq
http://www.faithandworship.com/Prayers_Autumn.htm#ixzz5nT1SCzoq

