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Parish Office:   
Office Administrator: Gail Weaver 
2 MacMillan Ave, Cashmere 
Phone: 332-7129; fax: 332-7130 
email: office@cashmerechurch.org.nz 

 

 

Your Visitor is: 
 

 ………………………………….. 
 

Phone………………….. website: www.cashmerechurch.org.nz 

Minister: 
Rev Silvia Purdie BA BTheol 
Phone 027 242 1113 

Missing Objects 
there are ten things different in the 2nd picture—
can you find them? (answers at bottom of page 6) 

The Back Page  
for the young and young at heart 

The wise men followed the star to Bethlehem where 
Jesus was born. Help the wise men travel together to 
Bethlehem 

Colour in the picture of Mary & Joseph with the Baby Jesus 
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From the Minister 

Good tidings of great joy? Yeah Right! 

I don’t know about you but I’m reeling a bit from all the bad news this year.                    
Unimaginable numbers of people are homeless and stateless. Christians around the 
world are suffering persecution. More kiwis are taking their own lives than ever before. 
Western nations are retreating from the world as Islam is advancing into it. And 1 in 2 
Americans voted for a man whose values are completely at odds with the values that my 
parents and grandparents dedicated their lives to. The whole US election process has 
been surely the most astonishing political spectacle of my lifetime. I don’t wish to add to 
the vast torrent of words that continues to flow about this, so much of it highly emotive, 
but I struggle with the ongoing challenge of living in a world in which there is diminishing 
space for what I grew up believing was important.    

The world could do with good tidings. This Christmas we will again affirm that God is with 
us, that God is in all of this with us, and that joy is possible. Each element of the         
Christmas story speaks into our world. Herod reminds us that while Kings can rage and 
kill, they can never overpower what God is doing. The 3 Wise Men remind us that the 
most valuable gifts can come from people quite unlike us. The manger reminds us that 
God’s presence avoids power and status. Mary and Joseph remind us that the heroes of 
God’s story are ordinary people with extraordinary love.  

At Cashmere we celebrate Christmas in style, in various ways, and together we find good 
news of great joy. Hope you can join us. 

Silvia 

We extend an invitation 
to all to join us for a 
Christmas Communion 
Service on Sunday 4th 
December. 

Communion Service 

What’s happening in January? 
Silvia will be away for much of January 
with her family, but will be preaching on 
Sunday 15 January—the service will in-
clude a baptism. The other four Sundays in 
January (1, 8, 22 & 29) will be taken by Jon-
athan Barb. Jono is a trainee Presbyterian 
minister; he’s been at Knox Rangiora as a 
youth worker, and will be doing his Intern-
ship at Hope Hornby.  

Gail will be holding the fort in the office, 
and will arrange for any pastoral assistance 
as required.  

 

Gourmet evening 

Gourmet chocolates & canapes?! 

An elegant, relaxed end-of-year social 
evening making canapes, mocktails and 

hand—crafted chocolates will be held on 
Friday 2 December … but you’re only 

welcome if you’re a teenager! 

Tric and Peter Nelson are kindly hosting 
our young people for a fun night, 7-9pm.  

Cost $5 for the yummy stuff!  

RSVP to the office or Silvia please. 
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What’s been happening in the     
Purdie family? 

The first year in a new home is special. I’ve loved 
this year, watching the seasons change, flowers 
emerge in the garden, the changing colours of 
Bowenvale valley and the Cashmere hills. The 
boys have had a good year at Cashmere High and 
are happy with new friends. My husband Chris is 
away on an army chaplaincy exchange to the UK, 
including a wonderful week in Cyprus and short 
trips to Edinburgh and York. He’s just finished two 
weeks in the Falkland Islands, with ferocious 
winds and horizontal hail—and scary  helicopter 
rides!  

And me? I am feeling very blessed to be here at 
Cashmere church with such wonderful people 
and projects. God is so good. 

Silvia 

 
 
 

Weddings, Weddings! 

It’s summer, so it’s wedding season, and it’s 
marvellous to welcome so many people and 
other churches into our church for these 
celebrations. We are especially delighted 
that Japanese nationals are again coming 
here for Wedding Blessings, after avoiding 
post-earthquake Christchurch. Silvia has 
written this for these couples: 

 
A Kiwi Wedding Blessing 

 May your hearts grow together  
like the branches of a kauri tree. 
May your love be deep and wide as 

the ocean, and your joy be  
as high as the mighty mountains. 

May you be at home with each other 
wherever you are, 

and forgive each other every day. 
May success unfold in your work  

like the tree fern opens to the sun,  
and kindness blossom in your home. 
May peace sing clear and sweet  
in your marriage, like a bellbird  

in the dawn. 
God bless you and keep you always. 

Ma te Atua korua e manaaki. 

People Events 

 

Weddings:  
We congratulate and extend our best wishes to: 
Coral Borger  & Dean Warwick (17 September) 

Brittany Donaldson & Isaac McLardy (24 September) 
Lin Li & Xiaoyu Li (12 October) 

Kylee Hannam & Richard Ching (21 October) 
Emma Potter & Simon Hay (22 October) 

Anna George & Jacob Fone (5 November) 
Molly Gould & Andre Linton (11 November) 

Emily Osborne & Matthew Bancroft (12 November) 
Maria Casey & Julien Arts (18 November) 

Sarah Reamsbottom & Gareth Wood (19 November) 
 

Baptisms:  
We welcome into the family of the church: 

Harrison William Moir 
son of Matthew & Charlotte Moir (21 August)) 

Mia Jennifer Joy Sandford  
daughter of Richard & Nicola Sandford (16 October) 

Charlie Andrew McKay 
son of James & Catherine McKay (23 October) 

Harriet Grace Foster  
daughter of Owen & Penelope Foster (13 November) 

 

Deaths: 
We extend our sympathies to the families of: 

Joy (Annie Joyce) Chaston (24 August) 
Prudence Lindsay Ross (30 September) 

Sue Wagner (4 November) 

Cashmere’s Proposal to General Assembly 
At the biennial General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of      
Aotearoa New Zealand (PCANZ), which was held in Dunedin 
from 15th—18th November, Silvia presented a proposal that 
came from our parish, to set up a national work group to       
enhance the ‘social voice’ of our church. There are many      
Presbyterian people and groups active and concerned for social 
justice and care for the environment, but currently no              
co-ordinating body. The outgoing Moderator, Very Rev Andrew 
Norton, has been working with Presbyterian Support on a       
major policy statement for ‘Justice and Action’, saying ‘Yes’ to 
the dignity and value of every person, to safe and loving       
families, affordable housing, equality and welcoming refugees. 
He is calling all local churches to being “agents of grace,      
compassion, healing and social transformation”.  

The proposal was greeted warmly and approved by the voting 
members at General Assembly, Hopefully it will add leadership 
in this area, and help us all to respond in practical ways to this 
call. 
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Helen Wells is coming to the end of a placing at the Talua 
Ministry Training Centre in Vanuata, and she has sent us 
an update on her time there. She writes: 

I have about 50 diploma students to teach English as a 
support for their religious studies. It is a 3 year course. 
Most expect to become pastors when they finish. There 
are only a few girls and some of them will do youth,     
children's or women's work but some want to be pastors. 
There is also a 3 year Bachelor of Ministries course with 
smaller numbers. They have a number of well qualified 
(but voluntary) lecturers from the Presbyterian church of 
Australia who come for 2 weeks to a month at a time. I 
enjoy meeting them. Unusually, a recent one came from 
Belfast, Christchurch (Dr Steve Williams) and his daughter, 
April, took some lectures too. They specialise in family 
matters and were able to teach about things that the      
Ni-vans do not usually mention! Some of them told me it 
was very helpful.   

The APCM (Australian Presbyterian Church Mission) also 
sends a team for trades/maintenance jobs in June and 
December each year.  Last year they were building an  
ablution block for the single men and this year they were 
increasing the usefulness of the solar power supply so 
that we now have a more reliable water supply and 
lighting in offices. My house and the Australian family's 
house are the only ones with a fridge and the Ni-van staff 
and some of the students fill them at the end of every 
week when they get in meat/fish for their family meal on 
Sundays. My solar batteries passed their use-by date (and 
nearly caused a fire) last week so now I have to turn the 
fridge off overnight when there is no sunlight to keep it 
going. We are also the only ones with a gas oven so one 
of my main pastimes is baking which is always in           
demand.  (I have learnt to eat my share first!)  

About half of the students have their wives and families 
with them. Some of the "singles" have left wives and even 
families behind and cannot always afford to go back to 
visit them in the holiday breaks. Families who come from 
the southern islands of the group do not get back even in 
the summer break. This makes it hard to pay their school 
fees for the centre and for their children in the nearby 
school. There is also a play group for little ones and a     
kindy for the next level on the campus. The wives have a 
course they can do and I have been taking an English class 
with them once per week. They also do weaving, sewing 
and other practical things that will be useful to them as 
pastor's wives, including helping the income of the       
parishes where they will go. 

Vanuatua is one of the under-developed countries but has 
a reputation of being one of the happiest. There is always 
singing, laughter, bells/gongs to be heard on the campus 
and flowers in abundance. Everything is begun and ended 
with prayer. That is not to say that there is not a lot of 
suffering especially in family life. I have learned           
something of it when we do our village weekend trips and 
have  been trying to get my students to understand and 
think about what they could be doing to help when they 
are in leadership. 

I return to Diamond Harbour at the beginning of           
December, but there is a need for a replacement English 
teacher, a librarian and a farm manager to teach a local 
how to manage the support farm with its plantations and 
especially the cattle, sheep and goats. Navota Farm was 
started 50 years ago under the Very Rev Paddy Jansen on 
a lovely piece of coastline so it has strong New Zealand 
connections. 

Blessings. Helen 

Helen Wells in Vanuatu 

World Vision Annual Progress Report 2016 
The annual report for Elvin, our sponsored World Vision child, tells that 
he is now 15 years old, and is now studying in the 8th class at High 
School. He says his favourite subject is Spanish, an important thing he 
has learned is "to divide" and  "one thing he is good at is to work". When 
he grows up he wants to be a teacher. 

This year his health has been satisfactory. He has participated in and 
benefitted from a "Child rights workshop/campaign" and says "I feel safe 
because my family and community know how to care for me and protect 
me". This year his family participated in and benefitted from a "Child    
protection awareness/training" and now know what they have to do to 
ensure our community is safe for children and have committed to doing 
it. 

It is great to receive such a positive report. Following Elvin's progress has 
been a rewarding experience - in the photo he looks to be a fine young 
fellow. Thank you for your support over the years.  
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Christian World Service Christmas Appeal 
Every day parents get up knowing they have to find food, water and hope for their children. They are doing all that 
they can but it is not enough.  A mother worries if they will earn enough to eat a thin soup for the evening meal. With 
your help, the family will learn new no-cost farming techniques and get the support they need to grow enough to eat 
and sell at the market.  Growing more food from their tiny plot of land is the only option they have without trying their 
luck in the city. 

In the world’s war zones hope is in short supply. Conflict and war are driving 80% of humanitarian need according to 
the United Nations. Refugee children need adequate health care and the promise of a future that comes with            
education. We may not be able to stop the violence, but we can make sure people facing it have support and the skills 
to get by. 

Together with local partners, CWS has made this happen for hundreds of thousands of families. A donation to the 
Christmas Appeal is transformative. It will help families become part of strong communities that leave no one behind. 
Being local, the CWS partners advocate for them with those who have the power to make decisions that affect their 
lives. 

After last year's earthquake in Nepal, your donations helped families with food, shelter and support. Sometimes all it 
takes for a family to get back on their feet is one small grant, new equipment or some training. This year's Christmas 
Appeal puts the spotlight on five of our local partners giving hope in their communities.  

Read more about the 2016 Christmas Appeal on the dedicated christmasappeal.org.nz 

CWS Appeal envelopes are included with this copy of the Cashmere Connection, and they can be returned directly to CWS, or dropped in the 
offering plate  at church on any Sunday in December. 

The Perfect Gift 
You could spend hours searching the shops or the internet to find that perfect 
gift for that difficult to buy for person, or you might want to consider a gift that 
will make a difference to families or communities in real need.  

There are several organisations that run schemes where you can make a          
donation for life-changing supplies and equipment for overseas communities. 
You choose a meaningful gift, and they send you a card detailing the gift and its 
impact which you can personalise and give to your intended recipient. 

TearFund run Gift for Life (www.tearfund.org.nz/Donate/Gift-for-Life) with gifts 
ranging from $5—$500, such as shoes, coffee plants, livestock, and tools for 
communities. 

The Christian World Service version is Gifted (gift.org.nz) and their gifts, starting at $15, include fishing gear, school 
books, vocational training, and mother and baby health schemes. 

World Vision have Smiles (www.worldvision.org.nz/ways-to-give/smiles) and their gifts start as low as $8, providing 
mosquito nets, toilets, and helping women start businesses. 

Missing Objects answers—The objects that are missing are: Star; part of building; a present on the back camel; back 
camel’s eye; Turban ring on 2nd wise man; hat button on 3rd wise man; stripe on shoulder of 1st wise man; top part of 
blanket pattern on 1st wise man;  2 changed patterns on 2nd wise man—one above and one below the belt. 
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Worship, Sundays at 10am  
4 December:  
Communion Service, with 
'Christingle' activity for the  
children. 
 
11 December:  
Nativity Service, especially for 
young children, followed by a 
barbeque here. Sausages and 
bread provided, please bring 
some finger food to share. 
 
18 December:  
Carol Service. Beautiful  
Christmas music, ancient and modern.  
 

Other special events  
Sunday 18 December: 
Carols in the Garden at 5.30pm 
Community carols for all ages, 
in the grounds of  1 Macmil-
lan Ave (entrance off Cash-
mere Green). Bring rugs, pic-
nic, coins for sausage sizzle 
and coffee. (In church if wet) 
 
Saturday 24 December: 
Christmas Eve Service, 
11.30pm  Midnight Watch ser-
vice. The tradition at the heart 
of Christmas, with favourite 
carols. 

Christmas Day 
Sunday 25th: 9.30am  

A family service for all ages in which we celebrate together the birth of 
Jesus Christ. The service will last about 40 minutes. 

Quiet Space in the silly season:  
Our church will be open for quiet reflection:  

Wednesday 7, 14 & 21 Dec, 5.30-6.30pm, and Saturday 24th, 9am-6pm 

Welcome to Christmas 
at Cashmere Presbyterian Church  

Cashmere Girls Day Out 
Friday 9

th
 December  

10.30am for morning tea, at the 
Secret Garden Café, Oderings  
Barrington (Stourbridge Street). 

Bring a friend, or a child. Enjoy 
some ‘you’ time, before the hustle 
& bustle of the pre-Christmas rush. 

RSVP: for indication of numbers 
attending, by 3rd December 
please, to: Gail (332 7129); Helen 
(326 7136); Cecile (352 4755) 

The Cashmere Fair 2017 
The big Cashmere Fair will be back in 
2017, with the date set for Saturday 
18th March. Donations will be sought 
next year (but can’t be accepted until 
beginning of March), so start col-
lecting together your treasures, and 
keep an eye out on our notices and 
publicity for more information. 

To volunteer your time, or for further 
queries, contact Bruce McAlister on 
322 4231. 

Welcoming is not just something that happens as people cross the threshold. It is an attitude; it is the constant 

openness of the heart; it is saying to people every morning and at every moment, “come in”; it is giving them space; it 

is listening to them attentively. To welcome means listening a great deal to people and then discerning the truth 

with them.                            Jean Vanier; Source: Called to Community 

http://christmasappeal.org.nz/
https://www.tearfund.org.nz/Donate/Gift-for-Life.aspx
http://gift.org.nz/
https://www.worldvision.org.nz/ways-to-give/smiles
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The Cashmere Parish Clerks 
At the Annual General Meeting at the end of September, Anne Shave and Bruce Leadbetter were appointed as our 
new joint  Parish Clerks and already are feeling excited by the challenge.  

They tell us that they have found Parish Council to be a very focussed and caring group, and are also excited with the 
environment  that Silvia is challenging us with. It clearly will be an active and busy time ahead and this will result in 
service and satisfaction. 

Anne Shave 
Anne’s family has attended Cashmere Presbyterian Church since 1976. During that time 
Anne has been involved in Sunday School and youth activities, choir, musicals, camps, and 
has occasionally served on committees. She has also enjoyed leading church services from 
time to time, and regards it as a special privilege to be involved in the monthly Healing       
Services that are held in the parish on the third Sunday of each month. 

Anne also has ecumenical connections with Anglican and Catholic groups. She has travelled 
overseas with the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament Choir and Orchestra on four             
occasions. She has recently completed an Honours degree in Theology via the distance 

learning programme offered through Otago University, and is currently continuing studies through that institution.       

Anne says: “The encouragement and support of the clergy and parishioners who have worshipped at Cashmere      
Presbyterian over the past forty years has always meant a lot to me. I am happy to be serving as joint parish clerk with 
Bruce for the current term.” 

Bruce Leadbetter 
Bruce and his wife, Helen, returned to Christchurch from Dunedin 5 years ago. In Dunedin 
they worshipped at Andersons Bay Church and Bruce was Principal at Bayfield High School. 
Before that they were in Christchurch where they worshipped at St Marks Westburn where 
Malcolm (Bruce’s father) was Minister, and Bruce taught at Cashmere High. Helen was also 
in teaching and in Dunedin was Head of Columba College Junior School, while in              
Christchurch she taught at St Albans and Aorangi Schools. They have 3 grown up children 
and 4 school aged grandchildren.  

Bruce says: “Our return to Christchurch has meant reconnection with many friends and this has been special. We 
seem to be fully occupied with some of the many opportunities Christchurch offers. Helen with Riccarton Inner Wheel 
Club, Ballantynes and many engagements for Coffee with friends, Grandchildren, (Air New     Zealand direct flights to 
New Plymouth well patronised) , Tap Dancing,  helping at Church with the pre-school music programme (a wonderful 
initiative of Silvia’s) and Community Watch shared with Bruce.  Golf, Cycling, Gardening,     Ferrymead Rotary, Fishing 
and time with friends all absorb much of Bruce’s time. We both enjoy the opportunity to often walk along the Sumner 
Beach although we have not ventured much into the sea.  Cashmere Church is great and we are enjoying this fellow-
ship and Silvia’s ministry. I think Anne and I will work well together and already each has shown abilities which cover 
“most contingencies and also cover a broad view through our respective age and male/female perspectives. 

Offices to Rent 
Two rooms available for rental (together or individually) from 1st February 2017, as 
office space in Church House, 2a MacMillan Avenue, Cashmere, Christchurch. First 
room is 18.3m2, second is 19.2 m2.  

Both of these sunny, pleasant rooms are upstairs, and give views over the city. 
Rental of $150 +GST per week, per room, includes wi-fi and power, but phone     
connection is tenants’ own responsibility. Bathroom and single toilet upstairs, and 
gents and ladies’ toilets, as well as kitchen, downstairs—all these are shared        
facilities. Separate meeting room and larger meeting/conference/function space 
available for occasional hire at extra costs. 

Would suit a charity, a not-for-profit organisation, or small professional business,   

Enquiries to the Church Office: (03) 332 7129; email cashmere.church@xtra.co.nz  
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Induction of Minister 
When Rev Silvia Purdie arrived at Cashmere in February this year, 
the appointment was for a 12 month “Stated Supply” term. In 
August the congregation voted in favour of “calling” Silvia to a 
permanent position, and on Sunday 9th October she was           
officially inducted as Minister of Cashmere Presbyterian Church. 

Our previous Minister, Rev David Coster, conducted the           
induction service in his capacity as Moderator of the Alpine        
Presbytery. 

 

Top left: Rev David Coster inducting Rev Silvia Purdie. 
Middle: Silvia, her friend Lala Simpson, and son Ben Purdie, 
sing together at the service. 
Above: Symbols of Ministry adorn the Communion Table 
 

Biker buddies… I called your house the    
other day and was told you were down at 
your favorite biker bar with some friends. I 
wasn't sure where that was, but was told I 
wouldn't have much trouble finding it. Sure 
enough, I drove just a couple blocks and 
there it was.....There is nothing like the feel of 
the sun on your face and the wind in your 
hair, is there? 

mailto:cashmere.church@xtra.co.nz

