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From the Minister 
Living Hope! 
“This is hopeless!” is a little bit of  
exaggeration that I am prone to use when 
circumstances frustrate me. The reality is 
that my frustrations pale into insignificance 
compared to what has been happening in 
the US in recent months with Covid out of 
control, the nation divided by 
partisan politics and a  
president unable to graciously 
concede defeat and enable 
good transition of leadership. 
That has felt hopeless at times. 
And yet there is hope. As I write this,  
transition plans are beginning to emerge 
and promising new vaccines are being 
rolled out. Daylight is on the way! 

The people of ancient Israel felt pretty  
helpless leading up to the time of Jesus. 
Politically oppressed by the Romans,  

spiritually despondent following 400 years 
of divine silence, they were desperate for a 
sign of hope! The promising words of the 
prophets about a Saviour, a Messiah, a 
Christ, lay before them in their synagogues 
like a sleeping giant. That giant awoke in 

Jesus. Hope came to life in  
Jesus. The world found a living 
hope in the one who was God-
with-us. The old prophet Isaiah 
spoke out of desperate times 
“Oh that you would rend the 

heavens and come down” (Isaiah 64:1). In 
Jesus this desperate cry for hope was  
answered.  

May hope come alive for us in the person of 

Christ this Advent, and the Christmas  

season bring light to our areas of darkness! 

Hamish  

 
There is hope… 
daylight is on 

the way! 

Communion Service 

We extend an invitation to all 
to the Advent Communion 
Service on Sunday 6 December 
at 10am. 

Communion Services are held  
quarterly, usually on the first 
Sunday of that month. 

 

Plantarama 
Plantarama is becoming an annual event, well  
supported by the local community and those from 
further afield. This year we again had a great  
selection of plants for sale, both ornamental and 
edible, plus a few garden gnomes. Our own 
“gnomes” had been busy making hypertufa pots, 
and these were a popular item. 

Overall we raised just shy of $4,000. Our thanks to 
Tric Nelson and her team for all the work they put 
into organising the event. 

The two photos above show some of the variety of 
plants that were available. 

One of the  
hypertufa pots 

Organiser Tric Nelson, with Ian Gray 
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Recorded Services 
For those unable to join us on a Sunday morning for  
worship, we continue to provide a short pre-recorded  
service.  

The link to this is published each week, on a Sunday, 
on our Facebook page: 
(facebook.com/cashmerepresby)  
and website cashmerechurch.org.nz/online-worship-
resources) 

WOW! - Wonders of the Wardrobe 2020 
In late October, the ladies of Cashmere Presbyterian 
Church again ran a very successful fundraiser by  
encouraging responsible recycling of our "Wardrobe 
Wonders", i.e. those garments that seemed to have 
shrunk in the wardrobe, or were just "A Great Mistake"! 

A fun evening, with beautiful background music  
provided by Lynley Clarke and David Troughton, was 
topped off by knowing that we raised over $1,000!  

Some of the funds raised will be used towards lighting 
up our beautiful Stone Church on the Hill for Christmas. 

Huge thanks to Cath Dale for organising the event. We 
are hoping to have another one sometime next year. 

Congratulations 

Peter Nelson has been awarded 
the Tom Hannan Cup for  
outstanding Contribution to 
Coaching and Development of 
Canterbury Rugby referees. 

This is a timely recognition of his 
twenty years involvement as a 
selector and a coach in both the  
Auckland as well as the Canterbury Rugby Unions. 

He has enjoyed his role in developing promising  
referees in all aspects of their game, including  
mentally and physically.  

It is very satisfying for him to watch them as they  
develop, and is especially so as he follows them in 
their rise to higher honours.  

About our People 
“I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you 
looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit 
me.” (Matthew 25:36) 

Elisabeth Cooch, who works as a volunteer with The  
Prisoners’ Aid and Reintegration Society (PARS), spoke with 
Anne Shave about the organisation and her role within it 
during the church service on Sunday 20th November. It was 
very interesting to hear about the wide-ranging practical 
support that PARS extends to prisoners and their families. 

Elisabeth described taking very young children, and also 
adults, to visit family members in prison. She pointed out 
that there is no bus service to the prisons and it can be very 
difficult for people without cars, drivers’ licences or  
sufficient money for petrol to make visits without support. 
Being a real “people person,” Elisabeth enjoys the conversations she has with her passengers, and loves listening to 
them.  

The work of PARS includes providing clothing to prisoners. Elisabeth sorts and washes and makes small repairs to 
clothing that is donated. She also helps train new volunteers and carries out administrative tasks when needed.  
She enjoys being involved and meeting other people who work in other organisations based at “Community 
House” in town. 

Elisabeth spoke of other ways that PARS helps prisoners, such as through providing a “pen-pal” service and also by 
helping people to find accommodation after they have been released from prison.  

Thank you, Elisabeth, for helping us to learn about the interesting and worthwhile work of this organisation.  

Elisabeth talking with Anne about her work with PARS 

https://www.facebook.com/cashmerepresby
http://www.cashmerechurch.org.nz/online-worship-resources
http://www.cashmerechurch.org.nz/online-worship-resources
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Services after Christmas 

Date Service 

Sunday 27th December 10am Morning Worship  

Sunday 3rd January 10am Morning Worship 

Sunday 10th January 10am Morning Worship 

Sunday 17th January 10am Morning Worship 
11.30am Healing Service 

Sunday 24th January 10am Morning Worship 

Sunday 31st January 10am Morning Worship 

Healing Services  
Healing Services are held each month, usually on 
the third Sunday, at 11.30am, and include  
communion. 

In every act of worship, the Church celebrates the 
grace of God who desires wholeness of body, 
mind and spirit for all people. At a service of  
healing, we focus on that aspect of God's  
character. We bring to God our own frailty and 
brokenness, felt not just in physical illness, but in 
guilt, anxiety and all the burdens which weigh us 
down. We also bring our concerns for others and 
for the world. Above all, we come to the God who 
knows our needs before we ask, and whose love 
revealed in Jesus Christ is stronger than suffering 
and death. All are welcome to attend this service, 
to come and pray for your own needs, or those of 
others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thanks, once again, to our own Culinary Researcher, Chef Robert  
at The Curiosity Shop, for  sharing his recipes with us. This one is 
from around 1350, written, as you will see, in Old English. Robert 
tells us that Minc'd Pyes were not only for Christmas but were an 
article for feasts, banquets etc. 

(We dare you to add “neats tongue” to your pies this year!) 

Minc’d Pyes 
Shred a pound of neats tongue with two pounds of beef suet 

5 pippins an a green lemon peel: season it with an ounce of 

sweet spice, a pound of sugar, 2 pounds of currants, ½ a pint 

of sack, a little orange flower water, the juyce of 3 lemons, a 

quarter pound of citron lemon and orange peel: mix these  

together an fill your pyes. 

Sweet Spice is Cloves, Mace, Nutmeg, Cinnamon,  

Sugar & Salt (available from The Curiosity Shop, NZ). 

 

ADVENT COMMUNION 
Sunday 6th December @ 10am 

 
FAMILY NATIVITY SERVICE 
Sunday 13th December @ 10am, followed by a 
shared lunch/family BBQ 

 
SERVICE OF CHRISTMAS MUSIC 
Sunday 20th December @ 10am 
Beautiful Christmas music, ancient and modern. 
Healing Service @ 11.30am 

 
CAROLS IN THE GARDEN 
Sunday 20th December @ 6pm 
Community carols for all ages, with music from the 
Steadfast Band, in the grounds of  1 Macmillan Ave 
(access off Cashmere Green on Dyers Pass Road).  
Bring rugs, picnic, coins for sausage sizzle & coffee. 
(In the church if wet) 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
Thursday 24th December 

Light a Candle in Remembrance 
The church will be open during the day for personal 

prayer, remembrance & contemplation   

Midnight Watch Candlelight Service 
Commencing at 11.30pm  

 
CHRISTMAS MORNING  

Friday 25th December  
 All-age family friendly celebration@  9.30am 
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People Events 
 

Baptisms 

We welcome into the Family of the Church: 

Matilda Jae Storey, daughter of Thomas & Hannah  

(8 November) 
 

Weddings 

We congratulate & extend best wishes to: 

Johanna Griffith & Joel Smith (14 November) 

Tomomi Nabeshima & Daryl Parsons (22 November) 
 

Deaths 

We extend our sympathies to the families of:  

Diana Lancaster (23 October) 

Wendy Emerson (21 November) 

The Te Pōhue Project 
Our parish has decided to be supportive of the members 
of our congregation who have started the Te Pōhue  
project. 

The aim is to develop a reserve or around 50ha in Port 
Levy. Hopefully, one day it will be open to the public, but 
before then more native bush must be restored, tracks be 
established and trapping set up. Funds for this have been 
provided by the Biodiversity Fund of the Christchurch City 
Council and the Billion Tree Proramme. Maybe, later, it 
may also comprise some accommodation. 

It was very special to be invited to a short blessing  
ceremony on Saturday 28th November . 

Te Pōhue can be found on the Purau Port Levy Road: 
there is a hairpin bend halfway down from the saddle to 
the bay (where there are plenty of pines) and a  
driveway is on the left hand side, about 300m further 
down the road towards Port Levy. (Visitors are urged to 
use caution, as work is ongoing, including trapping of 
pests). 

Further information can be obtained by emailing: 
tepohuereserve@icloud.com 
 

Views from and in Te Pōhue  

Dynamic Discipleship and  
Congregational Vitality Project 

In the last edition we reported on the plans for this  
project, which is being piloted here at Cashmere  
Presbyterian. The aim is to provide intentional pastoral 
care, designed to help individuals in a church  
community to explore stage of life, spiritual growth, 
and areas of meaningful service. 

Dr Anne Shave started her role as Director of the  
project at the beginning of October and, in conjunction 
with Rev Hamish Galloway, is getting various initiatives 
under way. 

Last week saw the first of a serious of groups that meet 
so that people can explore spirituality at the stage of 
life they are at. 

 

Christians should embrace their political  

responsibilities not as citizens, or as  

representatives of political parties,  

or as a lobby group shouting to be heard,  

but as ambassadors of the Prince of Peace  

who came as a servant, welcomed children  

and foreigners into his circle, and taught us to 

love our enemies. 

John D. Roth  

mailto:tepohuereserve@icloud.com
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During Advent we prepare for Christmas celebrations and focus 
on God’s love for the world.  We think of family and friends, and 
reach out with love to our neighbours in need.   

The Christian World Services (CWS) Christmas Appeal is a 75 year 
tradition, a practical way of sharing what we can with people 
around the world who have been denied the basics of life:  
water, food and justice. The need is great. 

The 2020 Christmas Appeal will assist families in places like Fiji, 
Sri Lanka, Haiti, and elsewhere, who do not have enough food to 
feed their families. Already poor, they have seen their challenges 
multiply during the Covid-19 pandemic.  

Recalling the words from the first Christmas Appeal in 1945, 
Christian World Service invites you to give what you can for “the 
millions in the east and the west, who are hungry, cold and 
homeless.” Let’s make sure families struggling to feed their  
children during the pandemic, get the food they need to thrive. 

Your donation will support communities grow more food and  
improve family incomes.  Our local partners will be able to tackle 
the hunger that is spreading fast in their communities.   

You can read their stories at: https://christmasappeal.org.nz/. 

Please make your donation in the envelope provided or donate 
on line at: http://christmasappeal.org.nz/donate/.   

Bring in your new world, child of the sun, 
     God's shining Presence bright in your essence, 
     Christmas begun: 
bring to our sad world light and delight, 
     singing and laughter, 
     hope as our shelter, 
     stars to our night. 

Bring in your new world, child of the east, 
     dangerous leader, born to be pleader, 
     prophet and priest, 
come with your judgment, voice for the poor, 
     born to collision, 
     God's righteous vision 
     here at our door. 

Bring in your new world, child of all time, 
     peace without border, peace the new order: 
     lion with lamb; 
come in the healing, sharing of bread, 
     justice and freedom, 
     signs of the kingdom, 
     everyone fed. 

Bring in your new world, child of our earth, 
     holding creation in your compassion, 
     waiting your birth; 
come little human, cry your first breath, 
     cry out God's kindness, 
     light out of blindness, 
     life out of death. 

Shirley Erena Murray 
Words © 2008 Hope Publishing Company, 

Reproduced with Permission under CCLI License #382179 

Presbyterian Support 
has provided social  
services in the upper 
South Island for over 100 

years. They have come a long way from a handful of 
children’s homes in Christchurch. Their ambition is 
mighty – to create a better New Zealand for all who live 
here, irrespective of circumstance, culture or religion.  

Currently, they are running very low on some essential 
items for their young parents and young adults:  

 Nappies 
 Wet wipes 
 Baby bath wash 
 Sanitary items 
 Toothpaste 
 Toothbrushes 
 Deodorants 
 Shampoo and conditioner 
 Soap 

If you are able to donate any of these items, they can be 
dropped off to their Christchurch office at 44 Bealey 
Avenue. 

For more information, contact Megan Waddington on 
033638209, email meganw@psusi.org.nz. 

The Christchurch City 
Mission Food Bank 
provides emergency 
food for those in need.  

Sadly it is food that gets the lowest priority when  
families have serious money troubles. Rent, power, 
school costs, health costs all come first. Families and 
individuals struggling to feed themselves can contact 
the Christchurch City Mission Food Bank for help. 

But to be able to help, the City Mission needs  
donations themselves. Non-perishable items like 
canned food help most because these can be stored 
and distributed throughout the year, with items like 
cans of baked beans, spaghetti, soup and fruit, plus 
cereal, toothpaste, soap, and sanitary items being  
particularly appreciated.  

Donations can be taken direct to the City Mission in 
Hereford Street, or you can leave your items in the 
food trolley at church on a Sunday. 

During the service, the trolley is brought up for blessing 
and dedication at the same time as monetary offerings, 
and a team of  volunteers delivers our food offerings to 
the City Mission at the beginning of each week. 

Helping our Communities 

https://christmasappeal.org.nz/
http://christmasappeal.org.nz/donate/
mailto:meganw@psusi.org.nz
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Hope in New Zealand  
Once, when I looked up to the Kaimais from the front gate of my cousin’s farm in Okauia, I could see the Wairere 
Falls. I was overwhelmed as I recalled the amazing way that the coming of Jesus brought transformation in New 
Zealand too.   

A child dies. Her book is stolen. How does this bring peace to the people of Aotearoa? 

Paora Te Uta had grabbed the kete from around the neck of twelve-year-old Tārore, as she lay motionless beside 
the falls, and then made off back with it to Rotorua. He discovered a Gospel of Luke inside it, and had Ripahau read 
it to him. Ripahau had been taught to read by the missionaries at the Bay of Islands. As he heard it read, he was 
filled with remorse for the murder. But he heard the words in Maori, “Love your enemies.” He also heard, “Forgive, 

and you will be forgiven” (Luke 6.37). So he took the astonishingly courageous 
step of going back to Tārore’s father near Waharoa, acutely aware that he was 
risking utu, and asked for forgiveness. Tārore’s father, Ngākuku, had become a 
Christian leader and, despite his deep grief, he took the radically counter-
cultural  path of forgiving him.  

Ripahau set off south to join his hapu, who had moved to near Ōtaki, where he 
met Katu Te Rauparaha and his cousin, Mātene Te Whiwhi. They both became 
Christians and, guided by Ripahau, they learned to read and they studied their 
limited resources of Tārore’s Gospel of Luke and a prayer book intensively. 
What they and others did in establishing churches along the lower western 
coastline of the North Island, as far as Whanganui, was amazing, as Henry  
Williams discovered in 1939.      

In due course they were baptised, Katu’s baptismal name being Tamihana. This 
son of the marauding chief Te Rauparaha, whose father had ventured south and 
engaged in the massacres at Kaiapoi Pa and at Ōnawe, had been transformed; 
he had become a Christian evangelist, who travelled widely, preaching peace 
and reconciliation through Jesus—including throughout the length of the South 
Island.    

David Troughton 

Tārore and Her Book tells the true story of Tārore; it is published by The Bible  
Society, and is available from Christian Bookstores. 

Greetings from St Thomas School, Jagadhri 
When Rev. Phil King, Global Mission Director of the PCANZ, came to preach on World  
Communion Sunday in October, he came with a letter of greetings from Chandana Lall, the 
Principal of the St Thomas School, Jagadhri, Haryana, India. We are hoping that she will be 
attending the next General Assembly, in Christchurch in October 2021, so we may actually 
meet her then. 

We have links, in that the initial founder of the mission in Jagadhri was Dr William Porteous, 
who became a member of our congregation in his later years. Ray Brodie, one of his  
daughters, was a very active member; his other daughter, Marjorie, married Dr Selwyn  
Carson, who pioneered group medical practice here in South Christchurch.  

St Thomas’ school has developed a very good, all-round reputation, as an English-medium school. It has grown to a 
couple of thousand pupils, and is the prototype of others in centres such as Ludhiana, in the Punjab. 

The initial missionary who envisioned it, and put in the hard slog to establish it, was Rev Doreen Riddell of Hamilton. 
She was enthusiastically supported in this enterprise by the Missions Committee of the Presbyterian Church of  
Aotearoa New Zealand, especially by the women of the church through the APW. 

Mrs Lall writes: “I am glad to know that the Cashmere Hills Presbyterian Church is observing World Communion 
Sunday with other churches on 4th October. My heartiest greetings to you and the congregation on this occasion. 
We all need to witness to each other the strong faith that we have in the Lord. The Scriptures reaffirms us to have 
hope in the Lord. 

St Thomas School, Jagadhri, India will always be thankful to our friends from New Zealand for the gift of this  
wonderful school and imparting education, values and witness among its stakeholders…”  
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Sham or Real 
There is a lot of talk about Hope at Christmas.  
Sometimes it sounds almost pathetically childish, ‘a wish 
grown up’. Isn’t it just wishful thinking, even impossible? 
“Bah, humbug.” has been the response of many more 
than a Dicken’s Scrooge!  

But now we know it is for real, for fulfilment of that 
hope has already happened, is happening—and we  
believe that it will continue to happen.  

Imagine a world where every living thing worked  
harmoniously together, where each encouraged and 
supported one another even when they looked as 
though they were born to exploit each other, when they 
looked more like natural enemies than friends!  

Imagine a world where desolate and desert places  
become productive!   

Imagine God, the Being who conceived of and created 
the universe, not remaining remote and impersonal, but 
loving us all, and working together with us to transform 
such magnificent visions into reality.  

The Jewish people had been dreaming of this,  
prophesying this, and speaking of God’s covenant with 
them, for hundreds of years. But now look where that 
talk had landed them. They were exploited, despised, 
and subjugated by the Romans. How could they bear to 
nourish the fantasy any more! Surely their religious rites 
were a sham, their religion was not real.  

But those very circumstances now made those  
impossible dreams possible: there was peace  

throughout the Mediterranean region; everywhere, 
Latin and Greek were common languages; there were 
magnificent paved roads to travel on, even away in  
remote Britain;  and there were plenty of ships to sail 
by.  

‘Surely now must be the time for God to raise an army, 
eject the invaders, and liberate their nation!’ That was 
the mood simmering in the nation.  

Well, John Bell, the hymn writer, was right on target 
when he wrote:  

Who would think that what was needed  
To transform and save the earth  
Might not be a plan or army,  
Proud in purpose, proved in worth?  
Who would think, despite derision,  
That a child should lead the way?  
God surprises earth with heaven,  
Coming here on Christmas Day!  

God surprised us. He went right to the root of the  
problem.   

The hope of transformation was no sham. It is real. It 
could not be compelled by force, by violence. It could 

only spring from the heart, through our response of love 
to Divine Love.  

That transformation, that fulfilment of the visions,  
began with the coming of Christ.  

A handful of followers slowly began to understand, and 
then they reached out into the world to share this good 
news, to form what has become the biggest religious 
family on the globe.  They began a change to the world’s 
direction that we are part of today. We are experiencing 
God changing our lives still, to this present day.   

The promised transformation was what Jesus brought. 
And brings. And will bring.  

That is why we are celebrating Christmas.   

David Troughton 

Real Hope 
Justin Martyr saw what a difference Jesus makes. Born 
in 100 AD, he became a Christian at the age of 32. He 
reached out into society to bring about changes, but 
eventually he was executed for his faith when he was 
65. 

We who formerly treasured money and possessions 
more than anything else now hand over everything we 
have to a treasury for all and share it with everyone 
who needs it.  

We who formerly hated and murdered one another and 
did not even share our hearth with those of a different 
tribe because of their customs, now, after Christ’s  
appearance, live together and share the same table.  

Now we pray for our enemies and try to win those who 
hate us unjustly so that they too may live in accordance 
with Christ’s wonderful teachings, that they too may 
enter into the expectation, that they too may receive 
the same good things that we will receive from God, the 
ruler of the universe. 

 

In God’s kingdom  

order becomes opportunity,  

stability melts into movement and change,  

status-quo government gives way  

      to a revolution of community  

      and neighbourliness,  

policy bows to love,  

domination descends to service and sacrifice,  

      control morphs into influence  

      and inspiration, 

      and blessing.                           

                                                     —Brian McLaren  
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Office Administrator: Gail Weaver 
Parish Office: 2 MacMillan Ave, Cashmere 
phone: 332-7129 
email: cashmere.church@xtra.co.nz 
website: www.cashmerechurch.org.nz 

 

Your Visitor is: 
 

 ………………………………….. 
 

Phone………………….. 

Interim Minister: 
Rev Hamish Galloway 
Phone 027 603 0063 
Email: minister@cashmerechurch.org.nz 
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