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From the Minister
Peace and Goodwill to all
This is the message of Advent and
Christmas – Hope, Peace, Joy, Love. Jesus,
whose birth we celebrate in this season of
the year, said, “I have come that you may
have life, and have it abundantly.” At the
birth of Jesus, the message of the Angelic
choir was, “Glory to God in the highest
heaven, and on earth peace among those
whom God favours.”

be concerned for ourselves, that we are the
beginning and the end; just us all by
ourselves…Then, it gave us a language, my
rights, my identity, my power, my, my, my.”
We have to remember that with every right
comes a responsibility to use that right
wisely.

While Destiny Church (which is quite small
as New Zealand churches go) through its
political rallies and protests receives major
headlines in the media it is not the only
voice speaking into the issue of what is best
for New Zealanders in these times when
our freedoms are restricted because of the
Covid19 virus.

In this season of Christmas may you find the
spirit of Jesus bringing reconciliation and
harmony to your life and family, and to a
society that at times can seem to be riven
with division.

There are many other voices receiving less
prominence in the media. Many of these
are also from a Christian perspective. These
Abundant life does not consist of division are people who are encouraging us not to
and being at enmity with each other. It create division in society at a time when
consists of being respectful of each other division seems to be rampant. Using terms
and of opinions held, of being at peace with such as vaccinated and unvaccinated, to
each other, of caring, loving, being kind and me, seems unhelpful. It places people into a
treating others as we would wish to be them and us situation when in reality it is all
treated.
of us seeking what is best for
all regardless of gender,
For sometime now, I have
We have to remember
ethnicity, belief, faith or
been receiving unsolicited
that with every right
political persuasion. The
emails asking me to
comes a responsibility
English poet and clergyfinancially support various
to use that right wisely person,
John
Donne
causes and sign petitions all
captured this when he
with a similar theme of “the
wrote, “No (hu)man is an island entire of
freedom of the individual” as a high moral
itself; every (hu)man is a piece of the
priority. All speak of personal choice,
continent, a part of the main;…”
freedom of rights, limitation of government
powers and freedom to worship as being The Covid19 virus is no respecter of
key values. Much of the information seems persons. Our struggle should not be with
to come from The Freedom and Rights each other; rather our struggle should be to
Coalition which is an adjunct of Destiny defeat the spread of the virus so that we
Church.
can all enjoy a fulfilling and worthwhile life.

As one of my friends, the Rev Anne Stewart,
so tellingly wrote, “I would say that there is
another virus at work too. Here, and I
suspect in almost every other country too.
This virus has been present in our system for
many years, lurking quietly, waiting to be
set free. It’s a nasty, infectious, invasive
virus that creeps in and makes people
angry, defiant, forgetting their neighbour,
losing all sense of common decency… It
didn’t begin in any laboratory, it began
when we loosened ourselves from the rock
of community, of the common good, of the
One who draws us into community and
created us as one people and saw that we
were good. It splits us off from our
neighbour and tells us that we only have to

Rev David Coster has
been lured out of
retirement to re-join the
team at Cashmere in a
50% capacity to provide
cover and pastoral care
during the two years of
Hamish Galloway’s term
as Moderator of PCANZ.

David

Communion Service
We extend an invitation to all to
the Advent Communion Service
on Sunday 5 December at 10am.
Communion Services are held
quarterly, usually on the first
Sunday of that month.

If Me More ‘Ifs’!
“If,” said Jesus. And it threw open a door to new vistas, new
possibilities.
We thought a lot about what he said recently:
“If anyone wishes to be first, he must be the last of all, and the
servant of all.”
This is how William Barclay reflected on Mark 9:35:
‘Every economic problem would be solved
if men lived for what they could do for others
and not for what they could get for themselves.

While many conspire for greed,
and many conspire for power,
and many conspire for supremacy
and domination,
may your spirit fill us, Holy One,
to follow the way of Jesus,
joining in a creative
and liberating conspiracy for
your peace, your shalom, your ubuntu
for all.
Amen.

Every political problem would be solved
If the ambition of men was only to serve the state
and not to enhance their own prestige.
Divisions and disputes….would for the most part not occur
if the desire of office-bearers and members was to serve
without caring what position they occupied.
When Jesus spoke of the supreme greatness and value of the man
whose ambition was to be a servant, he laid down one of the
greatest practical truths in the world.’
Barclay came up with a few more ‘Ifs’ as he reflected on the
embarrassed reluctance of the disciples to tell Jesus what they had
been arguing about on the road! “Who is going to get the top spots
when Jesus is King?”
‘If we took everything and set it in the sight of Jesus,
it would make all the difference in the world…..
If of everything we did, we asked:
“Could I go on doing this if Jesus was watching me?”
“Could I go on talking like this if Jesus was listening to me?”...
The fact of Christian belief is that there is no ‘if’ about it.
All deeds are done, all words are spoken in his presence’
They say, “No ifs, ands, or buts about it”…...Well, I will happily go
along with “But me no buts.” However, “if me more ifs” when it is
to do with Jesus! They are profound. They offer so much promise,
so much hope!
David Troughton

Te Waiora
Te Waiora Christian Healing Centre, Hororata, had its annual
Thanksgiving Service on 7th November, in the original wooden
Anglican Church. Mithila Chacko, from our congregation, sang two
pieces she has previously sung with us, 'Find rest, O my soul' and
'Simply to be'.

Pet Service
Something for your diaries: the service on
30th January 2022 will be a Pet Service,
celebrating the gift of companionship that
animals bring to our lives. You are invited to
bring your (well-behaved) pets along, or
send a photo to the church office for
inclusion in a power point if you prefer.
More details will be available in January.

People Events
Baptism:
We welcome into the Family of the Church:
Lily Maria Jane Atkinson, daughter of
Doug & Caroline (12 September)
Jack Alexander Abernethy, son of
Jennifer & James (21 November)
Weddings:
We congratulate and extend best wishes to:
Jessica Ling & Scott Nugent
(23 October)
Salma Abbasi & Nathan Hepburn
(6 November)

New hosts Wendy & Neil Wanhill, who were appointed to the role in
August, spoke about how they had felt called and then prepared for
their roles. They come from Waiuku, on the Awhitu Peninsula, near
Pukekohe, where they belonged to the Baptist Church. Wendy is a
nurse, but is trained in taking services also. Neil worked at the steel
works, has been in the volunteer fire brigade, and has had various
roles in the life of their church.
Recently, Anne Shave was appointed to the Trust Board, so
continues the longstanding links between Te Waiora and our parish. New hosts of Te Waiora—Wendy & Neil Wanhill
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ADVENT COMMUNION
Sunday 5th December @ 10am

FAMILY NATIVITY SERVICE

Sunday 12th December @ 10am, followed by a
shared lunch/family BBQ

SERVICE OF CHRISTMAS MUSIC
Sunday 19th December @ 10am
Beautiful Christmas music, ancient and modern.
Healing Service @ 11.30am

COMMUNITY CAROLS

Sunday 19th December @ 6pm
Community carols in the open air.
An event for all ages, with music from the
Steadfast Band and a sausage sizzle.
Bring rugs and a picnic.
(In the church if wet)

CHRISTMAS EVE

Friday 24th December

Light a Candle in Remembrance

The church will be open during the day for personal
prayer, remembrance & contemplation

Midnight Watch Candlelight Service
Commencing at 11.30pm

CHRISTMAS MORNING

Saturday 25th December
All-age family friendly celebration@ 9.30am

Pathways News
Led by Hamish Galloway and Anne Shave, Pathways is a
programme which provides opportunities for individuals
to reflect on their stage of life, spiritual growth and
areas of gifting and service. Four different groups of
parishioners from Cashmere Presbyterian have
participated in the programme during the past year. In
September we met at what was formerly Greenpark
Primary School – now called the ACTS School – for a
lovely day of reflection, discussion and quiet prayer.
Pictured are some members of the congregation
enjoying time together there.
Hamish and Anne have been very heartened by the
enthusiasm with which Pathways has been embraced at
Cashmere. Those who have been involved have spoken
of feeling refreshed spiritually and of having a deeper
sense of belonging within the church family. Through
the Alpine Presbytery (the Presbyterian Church in the
top half of the South Island) Anne is now being
employed to offer the programme in other parishes.
Further news about that will be reported in upcoming
editions of the Cashmere Connection.

Kevin, Janice, Jay, Elizabeth, Tric & Peter at the
Pathways Retreat in September

Pre-School Music
Every Thursday morning during term times, the Cashmere Pre-School Music group meets in the Rata Lounge from
10.00am for half an hour of music and dance, then morning tea (with home baking and proper coffee!)
Please note that the last day for this term will be Thursday 9th December, and adults and children alike are invited
to wear festive colours!
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New Moderator for PCANZ
The full General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa
New Zealand was to be held in Christchurch in October, but had to
be reduced in scope due to the Covid restrictions. The shortened
event was held on 3rd & 4th October at Hope Presbyterian Church in
Hornby. Some of the more local people were able to attend in
person, with many more participating via Zoom. The business that
could not be attended to this year will be dealt with at a Special
Assembly in April next year.
Our minister, Hamish Galloway, has now taken up his two-year term
as Moderator—which makes him a “Right Reverend”—and he gave a
compelling call to us all in introducing his theme, Empowering
Generations. It was moving to hear about his own experiences of
spiritual inspiration by other generations.
Hamish donned a gown used by previous moderators in both New
Zealand and Scotland, including the late Very Rev. Michael Thawley,
who was Minister at Cashmere from 1998-2004. He also wore a stole
which had been made by members of our congregation for Michael
when he was Moderator.
An innovative way of taking Communion was introduced for the
hundred invitees at the Induction service. Instead of distributing
pieces of bread and portions of wine, each person had their own
mini-communion set—peel the first cover, and you find the bread;
peel the second, and behold the wine! Necessity is certainly the
mother of invention!
Left: the mini-communion sets.
Above right: Hamish in the Gown
and Stole previously used by
Michael Thawley.
Below right: Cashmere Elder Alan
Simson assisting Hamish into the
Gown.

Doug McConnell was appointed earlier
in the year by the Alpine Presbytery to
the St Andrew’s New Mission Seedling,
working
alongside
Presbyterian
Support in East Christchurch. Part of
this role will involve him connecting
with existing churches and agencies in the area. Doug grew up in the east and has
many deep connections in the communities there.
Doug and his wife recently joined our congregation, and he shared some of his story in
church recently, illustrating his experience of change in his life.
“My name is Doug McConnell and 38 years ago I met Jesus Christ for the first time in my life and have followed Him
ever since.
It happened this way: The only knowledge I had of Jesus was from watching a movie 6 years before I met Him
called Jesus Christ Superstar. That movie pricked my attention to Him. However, after getting married and my wife
finding she had married a man who was angry, depressed and had no understanding of his emotional world she
simply grew tired of having to cater to my changing moods and wanted to end the marriage.
This sent me into a tailspin and when she said our last chance was church I jumped at the opportunity even though
I never knew what that meant. Three weeks later whilst sitting in my lounge room after sending Sharyn and our
children off to church Jesus came to me and called me very clearly to follow Him. I responded by saying yes but
never had a clue how to do so. That has been another story altogether and happy to tell you about that sometime.”
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Church Life

The ladies who attend the Tuesday Morning
Craft Group are indeed a talented lot! Above
are just three of the embroidered pictures
New Elders: During the service on 17 October, Hamish ordained produced by Carol Earle.
Janice Lee, Jay Lee, Joyce Lockhart and Kathleen Anderson as The Craft group welcomes anyone who wants
Elders of the church.
to come along, 9am-12noon each week.
A lovely, sunny day helped to make this year’s Plantarama—held on 16th October—another great success for the
church. Once again, we had a great variety of plants for sale, as well as refreshments in the form of a sausage sizzle
and cream teas (or cream breakfasts, as one person put it!)
Lots of hard work ahead of time from Tric Nelson and her team of helpers, as well all those who assisted on the
day, contributed to a profit of just over $3,500! Well done and thank you to all involved!
Here are some photos from the day.

Forthcoming Services
(all subject to Covid Level guidelines)

Sunday 28 November
Sunday 5 December
Sunday 12 December
Sunday 19 December

10am Morning Worship
10am Christmas Communion
10am Family Nativity Service
10am Service of Christmas Music
11.30am Healing Service
Sunday 26 December 10am Morning Worship
Sunday 2 January
10am Morning Worship
Sunday 9 January
10am Morning Worship
Sunday 16 January
10am Morning Worship
11.30am Healing Service
Sunday 23 January
10am Morning Worship
Sunday 30 January
10am Pet Service
Sunday 6 February
10am Morning Worship
Sunday 13 February 10am Family Service

Healing Services
Healing Services are held each month, usually on the
third Sunday, at 11.30am, and include communion.
All are welcome to attend this service, to come and
pray for your own needs, or those of others.
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Christmas celebration is about two kinds of gift-giving, not
just one. It is about reciprocal giving in a circle of intimates,
an enactment of a provisional advent of God's future world
of love. It is also about unidirectional giving to those outside
the circle of intimates, a small contribution to aligning the
world of sin and need with God's coming world of love.

There are those who seek knowledge
for the sake of knowledge; that is Curiosity.

(Against the Tide: Love in a Time of Petty
Dreams and Persisting Enmities by Miroslav Volf)

An African saying:
“When you plant a tree, never
plant only one. Plant three –
one for shade, one for fruit,
and one for beauty.”

There are those who seek knowledge
to be known by others; that is Vanity.
There are those who seek knowledge
in order to serve; that is Love.
- St. Bernard of Clairvaux

The world is holy. We are holy.
All life is holy. Daily prayers are
delivered on the lips of breaking
waves, the whisperings of grasses,
the shimmering of leaves.
(Terry Tempest Williams,)

Humans are made to exercise
power, but true human power
was always intended to be
exercised through self-giving
love. (NT Wright)

Tradition is not the
repository of ashes but
the preservation of fire.
(Gustav Mahler)

It doesn't have to be
the blue iris, it could be
weeds in a vacant lot, or a few
small stones; just
pay attention, then patch
a few words together and don't try
to make them elaborate, this isn't
a contest but the doorway
into thanks, and a silence in which
another voice may speak.

Mince-Meat tarts: a little historical trivia

WATERMELON CAKE
(1891)
White Part. - Two cups pulverized
sugar, two-thirds cup butter, twothirds cup sweet milk, 3 cups flour,
whites of 5 eggs, two and one-half
teaspoons baking powder.
Red Part. - One-third cup butter,
1 cup red sugar sand, one-third cup
milk, 2 cups flour, 5 yolks of eggs, half
pound raisins, whole - 1 tablespoon
baking powder. Put the red batter in
the center of the pan, and the white
around the outside.
I would use a piping bag to pipe the
separate parts of the mix into the
baking pan. This may have been done
originally.

Mince-meat tarts did not originally
have any sort of meat in them, but
over time various short cuts of
meat were used i.e. tongues hearts
etc.
The Mince-meat was usually made
around June or July and then the
individual pots were stored in a
cool dark place to mature. The
paste
(pastry),
which
was
sometimes made in late November,
used either suet, lard or non-animal
flat depending on the religion and
their rules concerning the use of
animal products in religious based
foods. It was usual to use a boat
shape for the pies, as that was the
shape of the mangers back in the
period.
Traditionally, the mince-meat tarts/
pies were eaten in the 12 days
before Christ Mass, and some
religions also had them eaten 12
days after the Christ Mass. They
were normally eaten in three bites,

which represents the Trinity; some
religions dictated that a prayer be
recited between each bite.
During the mid to late 1700’s, and
also during the 1800’s, flaky paste
was sometimes used as the top
paste, to represent the fragility of
life.
The traditional way of presenting
the mince-meat tarts was as
follows:
At the top of the presentation
platter was placed a large tart
representing The Lord. Next, on
either side were placed two slightly
smaller tarts representing the four
principal disciples. This then was
followed by eight regular sized tarts
representing the rest of the
disciples. These would all be placed
around a central mince-meat tart
usually of either 8 or 12 inch
diameter.
The central tart would have several
different representations.
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The City Mission helps
to change the lives of
thousands of people
every year—right here
in our own city.
• The Foodbank supports 40,000+ with food every year
• Emergency Accommodation provides beds for up to

“Seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan,
plead for the widow.” (Isaiah 1:17)

30 people
• 5000+ people use the day Learning & Development

programmes
The theme for this year’s Christian World Service
• Detox Facilities & Support have given addiction help to
Christmas Appeal is Justice.
over 2400 people.
Christmas is a moment of joy to be shared with those we • Social Impact Team and Budget Advisory Service
love and with people who long for water, food and City Missioner Matthew Mark states “I am determined
justice, but many people are denied their rights to a that we are going to change lives. We cannot just simply
home, education, fair wages, social services, protection meet the immediate need, or needs, that our whanau
from harm, participation in their community and dignity. require at any given time, we need to ensure that we
CWS works with experienced local partners to tackle provide a pathway forward that is paved with a fresh
these injustices and achieve real gains in their hope.”
communities—often in very difficult situations. The loss
of livelihoods, the effects of climate change and the Sadly, this year the City Mission have had to cancel their
spread of Covid-19 add to the many challenges they face. annual Christmas Lunch for the first time in about 40
Protecting the communities they work with from hunger years. However, they will be providing food parcels to an
and harm has been a top priority, especially when estimated 10,000 people between now and Christmas.
workers have been denied wages, emergency rations and You can help with donations of non-perishable items;
healthcare. CWS partners support refugees and displaced Christmas treats such as pavlovas and Christmas mince
people with education, healthcare and food, families pies would be great, but basics like canned food, cereal,
struggling to deal with the changing climate and loss of toothpaste, soap and sanitary items are also needed.
livelihood, and communities trying to overcome violence More about the work of the City Mission, and how you
and discrimination. By giving to the Christmas Appeal, can help, can be found at www.citymission.org.nz
you support those tackling the causes and symptoms of
poverty and injustice.
The Perfect Gift
You could spend hours searching shops or the internet to
Examples from CWS partners’ plans for 2021/2:
find the perfect gift for that difficult to buy for person, or
• In South India, $346 will pay for a Rights training you might want to consider a gift that will make a
workshop for 40 representatives of local women’s difference to families or communities in real need.
sangam or associations.
• In the Pacific, your donation will contribute to the There are several organisations that run schemes where
advocacy work of the Pacific Conference of Churches you can make a donation for life-changing supplies and
across Oceania and to the world around climate equipment for overseas communities. You choose a
meaningful gift, and they send you a card detailing the
change.
• In Uganda, $123 will fund a Covid training workshop for gift and its impact which you can personalise and give to
each of the 25 local associations of HIV and AIDS your intended recipient.
caregivers.

Christian World Service’s “Gifted” scheme has gifts
ranging from $15—$160 which support the work of their
and support for a small farmer.
partners as local people work to overcome poverty and
• In the Holy Land, your gift will show solidarity with the injustice in their own communities. https://gift.org.nz/
advocacy and support work of the Department of World Vision’s “Smiles” gifts helps families become selfService to Palestinian Refugees.
sufficient by creating stronger, healthier communities
• In Nicaragua, $132 will provide 16.1 kilograms of seeds

Go to the CWS website (www.christmasappeal.org.nz) to
read more about the appeal. You can make an on-line
donation there, or you may prefer to use the Appeal
envelope included with the printed copies of this
publication—envelopes can be returned direct to CWS,
or leave them with the offerings at church on any Sunday
in December or January.

where children can thrive. Prices range from $10 to buy
seeds, to $5,125 to kit out a clinic! Details at: https://
www.worldvision.org.nz/give-now/smiles-gift/#/
TearFund run Gift for Life (https://www.tearfund.org.nz/
Donate/Gift-for-Life.aspx) with gifts ranging from $15—
$600, such as plants, livestock, training, and tools for
communities.
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for the young & young at heart
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Ministers:
Right Rev Hamish Galloway; Phone 027 603 0063
Email: minister@cashmerechurch.org.nz
Rev David Coster; Phone 027 220 5765
Email: drcoster@xtra.co.nz

Office Administrator: Gail Weaver
Parish Office: 2 MacMillan Ave, Cashmere
phone: 332-7129
email: cashmere.church@xtra.co.nz
website: www.cashmerechurch.org.nz
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