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From the Minister  
Joy’s (my wife) father died in 1999. Before 

Granddad died, he gave each of his children 

an orchid from his collection. Joy  

appreciated the gift for it reminded her of 

her father’s love of gardening and beauty. 

But there was a problem with the orchid, 

year after year it failed to flower. No matter 

where Joy placed the pot it was in, it still 

failed to flower. It didn’t help that the one 

given to her brother flowered productively. 

If it had been up to me, the orchid would 

have been tossed out after about five years, 

but Joy kept nurturing and feeding the  

orchid in the hope that one day it would 

flower. I can tell you that there was great 

rejoicing 21 years later, in 2020, when the 

orchid finally produced beautiful flowers. It 

flowered again in 2021. And this is the result 

for 2022 (see page 2). 

When I asked Joy what it was that kept her 

sustained for 21 years of caring for the  

orchid, she replied, “Hope!” Hope that one 

day the orchid would flower and produce 

the blooms that it once had when it was in 

the care of her father. As you can see Joy’s 

hope bore fruit, or at least flowers. 

Hope is a strange emotion or state of being 

for we human beings. It can be something 

we cling to without any visible evidence. In 

his first letter to the Church in the city of 

Corinth, the Apostle Paul wrote, “So faith, 

hope, love abide these three:…” Here, it 

seems to me, that Paul is identifying three 

aspects of faith that sustain us even when 

the future seems bleak and without a certain 

future. As human beings we can often  

“Good on ya, peacemakers!” 
Kiwis and Aussies understand what Jesus 

was saying by that, although in the Northern 

Hemisphere they do not, and say ‘happy 

and ‘blessed’ instead. By peacemaking we 

show we are the children of God. 

“Peace” does not capture all Jesus was  

saying though, for we do not have a word in 

English that equates to “shalom”. It’s more 

than the absence of family feuds or interna-

tional conflict. It includes flourishing,  

wholeness, harmony, working together for 

the common good, thinking “we” and not 

just “I”. 

What fresh opportunities for peacemaking 

are going to arise for each of us in 2023? 

 

The moment we turn outward 
and concern ourselves  

with the welfare of others  
no less than with our own,  

we begin to change the world  
in the only way we can-  

One act at a time, 
One day at a time, 
One life at a time. 

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks 

He came and lived among us—the Prince of Peace 

We extend an invitation to all 
to the Christmas Communion 
Service on Sunday 4th  
December at 10am. 

Communion Services are 
held quarterly, usually on the 
first Sunday of that month. 

to page 2 → 
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David 

Faith and Hope in Midlife: Reflecting on Churchgoers' Experiences 

This book by Anne Shave is based on  interviews with churchgoers 

from Presbyterian, Anglican and Catholic congregations, and  

conversations with clergy and spiritual directors. Anne explores the 

experiences of Christians in midlife and considers ways that  

churches can support people in this life stage. At the end of each 

chapter there are questions for personal reflection or group  

discussion, and suggestions of relevant resources.  

The official launch of the book was held on Thursday 3 November, 

here at Cashmere, and a good crowd of people  

listened to some of the background to the book, and 

learnt more about the pathway to publication. 

The books are available for purchase for $30 from 

the church foyer, or to buy as an e-book (PDF, Kindle, 

ePub) go to: www.pgpl.co.nz  

Anne Shave speaking at the book launch, supported 
by Kathleen P. Rushton and Hamish Galloway, who 
both contributed to the journey to publication. 

become frustrated when we don’t get immediate results but God 

is the one who allows us to journey through life, with all its ups 

and downs, allowing us to grow into the long term future God 

has for us and the world. 

This Christmas, as we celebrate again the birth of Jesus, may I 

encourage you to place your hope, trust and confidence in the 

God who came and made God’s home with us in the infant child 

born in a Bethlehem stable, for we are not alone, God is with us. 

Learning Te Reo Māori as Peace-making 
( By Niki Davis with support from Te Reo Plus) 

I had never thought that learning Te Reo Māori could be peace-making until I was challenged by our 

editor to write this piece for our church magazine. Learning the indigenous language of Aotearoa 

New Zealand is also a pathway into a richer view of our world. 

By including Te Reo Māori, even a word or two within the English I use every day, I think I show love 

and respect for our homeland Aotearoa New Zealand. Sadly, it is a common experience for those 

who are just beginning to use Te Reo to feel uncomfortable or anxious. Therefore, I think that the 

inclusion of a little Te Reo can be a small peace-making gesture that is growing to change that. It will 

also support the revitalisation of Māori language and culture, which is one of our greatest national 

treasures as acknowledged by the Treaty of Waitangi. 

Although the inclusion of Te Reo is my goal I often fail and doubt myself. I am supported by a group 

with similar objectives called Te Reo Plus. Te Reo Plus meets online fortnightly to share our learning 

(plus occasional excursions). Under the protective wing of Puamiria Parata-Goodall (Ngāi Tahu), we 

share ideas to help expand our Māori worldview and encourage progress towards individual goals. Our learning  

strategy has tiny ripples that we treasure so, although our peace-making is tiny, it is precious like pounamu  

greenstone. Te Reo Plus welcomes others. You are welcome to contact me to join our collaborative peace-making 

pathway increasing aroha for Te Reo Māori, our national treasure. 

Ahakoa he iti,  pounamu. 

Although it is small, it is precious. 

Do we ever pray, 'Lord, give me patience- and I want it right now!' 
Well sometimes it takes a little longer! Joy Coster had cared for her 
father's orchid for 17 years before it flowered. Anne Galloway had 
cared for—and replanted a couple of times—her father's wisteria 
for 22 years. For both of them, hope and care were rewarded. 

https://pgpl.co.nz/
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Don’t want to bake? No  
problem! 

We will have a selection 
of Christmas Cakes, 
Christmas Puddings & 
other Festive Baking 
available to purchase on 
Sunday 11th December, 
after the Family Nativity 
Service. 

Speak to Cecile or  
Tric for more details. 

 

ADVENT COMMUNION 
Sunday 4th December @ 10am 

 
FAMILY NATIVITY SERVICE 
Sunday 11th December @ 10am, followed by a 
shared lunch/family BBQ  - please bring a plate of 
finger food to share, if you are able. 

 
SERVICE OF CHRISTMAS MUSIC 
Sunday 18th December @ 10am 
Beautiful Christmas music, ancient and modern. 
Healing Service @ 11.30am 

 
COMMUNITY CAROLS  
Sunday 18th December @ 6pm 
Community carols in the open air.  
An event for all ages, with music from the  
Steadfast Band and a sausage sizzle. 
Bring rugs and  a picnic.  
(In the church if wet) 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
Saturday 24th December 

Light a Candle in Remembrance 
The church will be open during the day for personal 

prayer, remembrance & contemplation   

Midnight Watch Candlelight Service 
Commencing at 11.30pm  

 
CHRISTMAS MORNING  

Sunday 25th December  
 All-age family friendly celebration@  9.30am 

Caroling around the Community  

On Monday 20th December, we will be visiting several homes and rest-homes 

to share Carol singing—something which is especially appreciated by those 

who are unable to physically attend a church service.  

If you are able to join us for this, we shall assemble at church at 6pm, travel 

together, and conclude with cake and a cuppa at Anne Shave’s home, 

around 8:30pm. 

(note: period costume not a requirement!) 

People Events 

Weddings: 
We congratulate and extend best wishes to: 

Brianna Eagle and Richard Bell (16 September) 
Moana Taukiri and Justin Faatafa (22 October) 
Tegan Reid and Chris Donovan (19 November) 

Lynley Clarke and Grahame Wright (26 November) 

Deaths: 
We extend out sympathy to the family of  

Nan McMillan (2 September) 
Ian French-Wright (8 November) 
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In support of Sydenham Pre-School—a group 

from which attend our own pre-school music 

group on Thursdays—folk and friends from 

Cashmere Presbyterian knitted hats for use by 

the children during winter (and other more 

recent colder days). Here are just a few of the 

over 20 hats that were made. 

In 1993, members of the parish interested in 

embroidery were invited to take part in a  

project to renew the pulpit fall and lectern 

bible bookmark. This resulted in a team being 

formed, which included the late Ian French-

Wright.  

We celebrated Ian’s life in November and, 

naturally, had his contribution to the  

embroidery project displayed in the church 

during  the funeral. 

Remembering with Thanks! All Saints/All Souls Sunday, a service 

when we remember church leaders throughout history and  

Christians who have encouraged us on our journey, is a very  

moving one. This year, during the service, we came forward to 

light a candle in their memory. 

But are we doing our bit today, as modern day saints-in-the-

making? David Coster interviewed Robyn McKee, Ian Gray, and 

Karen Glithero about what it means to serve Christ in a caring  

occupation, in the IT field, and in the food industry. Robyn  

concluded by explaining how clearly God had called her into this 

particular vocation. It was a challenge to us all to see what we are 

doing as God's calling to us! 

 
Combined Service 
On Sunday 6th November, the congregations of 

Cashmere Presbyterian, St Martin’s Presbyterian, 

Hoon Hay Presbyterian and Halswell Union Church 

joined together to worship at the St Andrew’s at 

Rangi Ruru church.  

Around 250 people attended the  combined  

worship service, and enjoyed fellowship over 

morning tea afterwards. 
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Crown-cakes. 

Take a pound of flour, four ounces of best sugar, half 

an ounce of carraway seeds, three yolks of eggs, four 

ounces of sweet butter, and a gill* of cream.  

Knead it till it is smooth and light; roll it out very thin; 

prickle it with a dabber; and stamp out the cakes with a 

paste-cutter the size of a common sugar biscuit. Dredge 

a little flour on gray paper, lay the cakes on it, glaze them 

with a cast egg, and fire them a light brown. 

*a gill is equivalent to a quarter of an imperial pint, so 5 
fluid ounces [about half a cup] 

A short and simple recipe 
from Chef Robert this month. 

This one is from 1806. 

Healing Services  
Healing Services, including Communion, are held each 
month, usually on the 3rd Sunday, at 11.30am. All are 
welcome to attend this service, to pray for your own 
needs, or those of others. 

Forthcoming Services 

Sunday 4 December 10am Advent Communion 

Sunday 11 December 10am Family Nativity Service 

Sunday 18 December 10am Service of Christmas Music 

 11.30am Healing Service 

Sunday 25 December 9.30am All-age worship 

Sunday 1 January 10am Morning Worship 

Sunday 8 January 10am Morning Worship 

Sunday 15 January 10am Morning Worship 

 11.30am Healing Service 

Sunday 22 January 10am Morning Worship  

Sunday 29 January 10am Morning Worship  

Sunday 5 February 10am Morning Worship  

Plantarama 
Another successful Plantarama was held on 15th October. 

There was a fantastic range of plants for sale, a great variety 

of raffle prizes donated, and Kathleen and Margaret in the 

kitchen offering delicious home-baking to go with your cuppa.  

Many thanks to all who helped with this major fundraising 

event, but especially to Tric Nelson, who coordinated it all. 

We are delighted that we have raised over $4,000! 

 

 

Doug McConnell continues his work in East Christchurch with 

the St Andrew’s New Mission Seedling. At Kai Connoisseur in 

Hampshire Street he makes informal local contacts and meets 

clients, and he is also using Iona House in Pages Road (part of 

the old St George’s Iona Presbyterian parish buildings) for group 

meetings and working on developing a Māori congregation. 
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The Five Conflict Handling Modes 

Hamish Galloway has used this practical formula as the basis of mediation, and share it with us here. 

Competing is assertive and uncooperative—an individual pursues his own concerns at the other person’s expense. 

This is a power-oriented mode, in which one uses whatever power seems appropriate to win one’s own position—

one’s ability to argue, one’s rank, economic sanctions. Competing might mean ‘standing up for your rights’,  

defending a position which you believe is correct, or simply trying to win. 

Accommodating is unassertive and cooperative –the opposite of competing. When accommodating, an individual 

neglects his own concerns to satisfy the concerns of the other person; there is an element of self-sacrifice in this 

mode. Accommodating might take the form of selfless generosity or charity, obeying another person’s order when 

one would prefer not to, or yielding to another’s pint of view. 

Avoiding is unassertive and uncooperative—the individual does not immediately pursue his own concerns or those 

of the other person. He does not address the conflict. Avoiding might take the form of diplomatically sidestepping an 

issue, postponing an issue until a better time, or simply withdrawing from a threatening situation.  

Collaborating is both assertive and cooperative—the opposite of avoiding. Collaborating involves an attempt to 

work with the other person to find some solution which fully satisfies the concerns of both persons. It means digging 

into an issue to identify the underlying concerns of the two individuals and to find an alternative which meets both 

sets of concerns. Collaborating between two persons might take the form of exploring a disagreement to learn from 

each other’s insights, concluding to resolve some condition which would otherwise have them competing for  

resources, or confronting and trying to find a creative solution to an interpersonal problem. 

Compromising is intermediate in both 

assertiveness and cooperativeness. The 

objective is to find some expedient,  

mutually acceptable solution which  

partially satisfies both parties. It falls on 

a middle ground between competing 

and accommodating. Compromising 

gives up more than competing but less 

than accommodating. Likewise, it  

addresses an issue more directly than 

avoiding, but does not explore it in as 

much depth as collaborating.  

Compromising might mean splitting the 

difference, exchanging concessions, or 

seeking a quick middle-ground position. 
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Look at the birds: they do not plant seeds, gather a harvest and put it in 
barns; yet your Father in heaven takes care of them! Aren't you worth much 

more than birds? (Matthew 6: 26) 
 

The Peace Of Wild Things 
When despair grows in me 
and I wake in the night at the least sound 
in fear of what my life and my children’s lives may be, 
I go and lie down where the wood drake 
rests in his beauty on the water, and the great heron feeds. 
I come into the peace of wild things 
who do not tax their lives with forethought 
of grief. I come into the presence of still water. 
And I feel above me the day-blind stars 
waiting for their light. For a time 
I rest in the grace of the world, and am free. 

                                                          – Wendell Berry              
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Our parish collects food donations for the City 

Mission every week. Donations can be delivered 

to the City Mission reception at 276 Hereford 

Street, Monday—Friday, 9am to 4.30pm or, if you 

are not able to take your gifts to them directly, 

you are welcome to leave them in the food  

trolley on a Sunday, or leave at the Church office 

during the week. 

City Mission General Wishlist: Breakfast Cereals; 

Tinned Veges; Tinned Tomatoes; Rice; Pasta; 

Tinned Tuna; Spaghetti; Baked Beans. 

Giving to others this Christmas 

PSUSI Youth Services are always in need of the items listed below. 

At this time of year, Christmas wrapping paper is also great, so 

that it can be offered as well as gifts for the families to wrap the 

gifts themselves so they feel like they’re giving to their kids. 

Items can be delivered to the local Presbyterian Support office—

Te Korowai, 44 Bealey Avenue, Christchurch 8013 

Youth Services essential items 2022  

Nappies and wipes; Shampoo and Conditioner; Toothpaste; 

Toothbrushes; Deodorants for men and women; Razors; Shaving 

cream; Sanitary pads and tampons; Reusable period underwear; 

Washing powder; Soap and shower gels; Toilet paper and toilet 

cleaner ; Non-perishable foods such as tin food, canned sauces, 

pasta, rice, sugar, cereal, tea or coffee, cake mixes, baby food, 

cereal bars  

At Christmas we listen to the life-changing story that shows 

God’s great gift of love to us all. Through Advent we can listen 

and watch as the story unfolds, rediscovering the love that is 

at the heart of the universe. It is this love that inspires us to 

live in hope, doing what we can to make our world a place 

where all people can live in dignity and peace. 

The Christian World Service Christmas Appeal begins with the climate challenge that faces the whole world. Whether 

or not one uses the language of climate emergency, daily life has become harsher for many people and communities 

unable to adapt to successive droughts or rising waters. The poorest people and countries have contributed the least 

to the rising temperatures but they are the ones who are carrying the largest cost. 

People on the frontline of climate change need assistance with water, food, shelter and more, to replace what they 

have already lost. Donations to the Christmas Appeal will go to these people. Your donations will give them the  

resources they need now to make sure families have water and food, displaced people have shelter, children can 

attend school and people can provide the psychosocial support they need for their own well-being. 

Go to the CWS website (cws.org.nz/get-involved/give/christmas-appeal/) to read more about the appeal. You can 

make an on-line donation there, or you may prefer to use the Appeal envelope included with the printed copies of this 

publication—envelopes can be returned direct to CWS, or leave them with the offerings at church on any Sunday in 

December or January. 
The Perfect Gift 
In amongst all the consumerism of the western world’s idea of 

Christmas, there is also the opportunity to make a difference to 

those whose lives are less privileged than ours. There are several 

organisations that run schemes where you can make a donation 

for life-changing supplies & equipment for overseas communities. 

You choose a meaningful gift, and they send you a card detailing 

the gift and its impact which you can personalise and give to your 

intended recipient. Gift prices range from $10 to $1,600, so  

something for every budget. 

To find out more, go to the websites for the various organisations 

Christian World Service Gifted scheme: gift.org.nz 

World Vision Smiles gifts: www.worldvision.org.nz/give-now/

smiles-gift/#/ 

Tear Fund Gift for Life: www.tearfund.org.nz/Donate/Gift-for-Life 

https://cws.org.nz/get-involved/give/christmas-appeal/
https://gift.org.nz/
https://www.worldvision.org.nz/give-now/smiles-gift/#/
https://www.worldvision.org.nz/give-now/smiles-gift/#/
https://www.tearfund.org.nz/Donate/Gift-for-Life
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Office Administrator: Gail Weaver 
Parish Office: 2 MacMillan Ave, Cashmere 
phone: 332-7129 
email: cashmere.church@xtra.co.nz 
website: www.cashmerechurch.org.nz 

 

Your Visitor is: 
 

 ………………………………….. 
 

Phone………………….. 

Ministers: 
Right Rev Hamish Galloway; Phone 027 603 0063 
Email: minister@cashmerechurch.org.nz 

Rev David Coster; Phone 027 220 5765 
Email: drcoster@xtra.co.nz 
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