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From the Minister 

The Kowhai tree outside my office here at 

Cashmere is in full bloom. It speaks to me of 

the beauty of Aotearoa and of the newness 

that comes with springtime. It speaks of 

hope and new beginnings. In this global  

season of anxiety caused by COVID 19 we 

need every sign of hope we can get! 

The Parish Council at Cashmere have been 

working away on ideas for 

the next season of the life of 

the parish as well. New  

initiatives include: 

 We consulted with parishioners around 

the time of the AGM about a renewed 

mission plan.  

 The Parish Council has been given a  

significant grant by the  Alpine Mission 

Fund to help the parish in employing Anne 

Shave half time to help me with a new 

innovative project that is outlined later in 

this edition.  

 As this copy of Cashmere Connection goes 

to print we are also in the throes of  

revamping the sign on the Dyers Pass 

Road side of the church. It is being turned 

around so it can be seen by people  

traveling both up and down the hill. The 

first message in this revamp 

will be ‘You are Welcome at 

Our Place’. Gail is also busy 

preparing a leaflet from the 

church to go out about the same time as 

the sign goes up. It will carry the same 

message on the cover, with details about 

how people can get involved in life at 

Cashmere on the inside. 

God bless.  

Hamish  

→p.2 

Thinking Ahead 
The Parish Council have been working on a couple of projects that have come to fruition. 

New Parish Mission Plan: this went out for feedback and, after considering that, the  

Parish Council have settled on the following: 

Vision – where we should go and why. 

Serving our community as a thriving intergenerational people of God 

Mission – who we are and how we work toward our vision. 

Our mission is: 

To worship God, follow Christ, transforming the world in the power of the Spirit. 

Therefore, Cashmere Presbyterian Church will make the life and teachings of Jesus Christ 

known and will share in God’s loving purposes of truth, justice, peace and wholeness for 

all people and the world. 

Core Values – guiding principles of our work and how we operate. 

God centred spiritually fulfilling worship 

Genuine Christian faith in action 

Intergenerational connection 

Warm fellowship 

Dynamic Discipleship and Congregational Vitality Project 

The Alpine Mission Fund has given a $30,000 grant to 

Cashmere Presbyterian to help employ Anne Shave half 

time to work with Hamish on this project. The parish will 

need to provide a little bit of extra funding for this and 

the Parish Council will launch a special appeal soon.  

The project aims to provide intentional pastoral care  

designed to help individuals in a church community to 

explore stage of life, spiritual growth, and areas of  

meaningful service by 

 Reflecting on stage of life and the transitions that are 

occurring for them and their community. 

 Reviewing where they are at spiritually and what next 

steps they need to take in order to grow spiritually. 

Communion Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our next Communion Service 
will be on Sunday 4 October 
(World Communion Sunday) 
with guest preacher Rev Phil 
King (Global Mission  
Coordinator for PCANZ). We 
extend an invitation to all to 
join us then at 10am. 

 
You are Welcome 

at Our Place 
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 Exploring their gifting and where God is calling them to serve at this time of life 

It involves both one on one conversations and time in a small group exploring these things together.  

The goal is to pilot this at Cashmere Presbyterian in October 2020 – October 2021, but we would love to then make 

the project available to other churches in the Presbytery and beyond.  

From a theological perspective this project picks up on the biblical call to discipleship, spiritual growth and service. 

This project has the potential to really empower us as a congregation for the next season of life here at Cashmere. 

The project also provides the opportunity for the gifts, experience and research of Anne Shave and Hamish Galloway, 

two leading thinkers in this area, to be focused on the health and growth of Cashmere but is also aspirational in a 

way that can spread out to other congregations in the PCANZ.  

What’s in a Name? 
The Strategy Group have been working hard over the 

past year looking at how we can move our beautiful 

church forward, encourage more community  

interaction and attract new families and members of 

our church. We have talked at length about how we 

can become more visible and familiar to people. 

As we have talked to people, and amongst ourselves, 

one theme that was common was that when you talk 

about Cashmere Presbyterian Church a lot of people 

asked “where is that?” And, when you explained, 

they said “oh yes, I know the Old Stone Church on the 

Hill”. 

One of the important things and success factors in 

developing or creating new directions is also creating 

comfort and familiarity, and if people are familiar 

and comfortable knowing us as “The Stone Church 

on the Hill” then what a great opportunity for us to 

create a connection through this. The Strategy Group 

proposed this to Parish Council who agreed that it 

was a positive way forward. 

We are not suggesting that we lose our identity of 

Cashmere Presbyterian Church, but that we should 

incorporate the two together. The one thing that we 

are all agreed on is that we are already know widely 

as “The Stone Church on the Hill” so why not take 

advantage of this? What do you think? 

Peter Nelson, Convenor—Strategy Group  

Upcoming Services 
Date Service 

Sunday 4th October 10am Communion Service 

Sunday 11th October 10am Family Service 

Sunday 18th October 10am Morning Worship 
11.30am Healing Service 

Sunday 25th October 10am Morning Worship  

Sunday 1st November 10am Morning Worship 

Sunday 8th November 10am Family Service 

Sunday 15th November 10am Morning Worship 
11.30am Healing Service 

Sunday 22nd November 10am Morning Worship 

Sunday 29th November 10am Morning Worship 

Recorded Services 
For those unable to join us on a Sunday morning for  
worship, we continue to provide a short pre-recorded  
service. The link to this is published each week, on a  
Sunday, on our Facebook page (facebook.com/
cashmerepresby) and website cashmerechurch.org.nz/
online-worship-resources) 

Turning 100! 
The first edition of the Cashmere Connection was in May 

1997, and we have been reaching out in print to our 

Community ever since, with this current edition being 

the 100th! 

So, why did we start the magazine? One of the main  

impetuses was to offer an open invitation to join us for 

the quarterly Communion Services. In his introductory 

piece the then minister, Rev Michael Greer, gave more 

information about this initiative, and talked about the 

decades old tradition of issuing Communion Cards as a 

“ticket of admission” to Communion services. “There was 

a time in the Church of Scotland when ‘no ticket or token’ 

meant no Communion!” Nowadays we welcome all to 

participate in the Lord’s Supper, whatever your  

denominational background. We even welcome children! 

The early editions, much like today, gave details of  

upcoming events and reported on social get-togethers, 

as well as information on the regular happenings in our 

Church family. Edition 1 advertised a series of four  

lectures to be led by Very Rev Dr Alan Brash based 

around his book “What in the Bible can be Believed?”, 

but also reported on the Christchurch City Council’s  

consultation around the proposed play equipment  

facilities on the Cashmere Village Green. 

So, we are 100 editions down—here’s to the next 100! 

The Bible …. is a living record of what happens when people 

strive to live by faith expressed in love. We can accept or 

reject the beliefs those people may have held sincerely in 

their time, but we ignore at our peril the teaching of the 

Bible about the fruits of their faith in God.” 

“What in the Bible Can be Believed” (1996) 

The Very Rev Dr Alan Brash 

(from p.1) 

https://www.facebook.com/cashmerepresby
https://www.facebook.com/cashmerepresby
http://www.cashmerechurch.org.nz/online-worship-resources
http://www.cashmerechurch.org.nz/online-worship-resources
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BY POPULAR REQUEST 

Wonders from the Wardrobe  
 

Rescheduled date: 
Wednesday 28th October, 7pm 

at 

Cashmere Presbyterian 
 

A Fundraising Clothing Evening—update your wardrobe 
with some “new to you” garments.  

Ladies’ tops, skirts, trousers, dresses & accessories,  
plus a selection of Children’s clothing items. 

 

Entry will be $5.00, with a request to bring  
at least two garments with you.  

 

START CLEARING YOUR WARDROBES NOW! 
 

Contact: Cath (331 7984) or the Church Office (332 7129) 

On the same day as the PLANTARAMA, we are 
once again hosting our neighbours in the Mount 
Herbert Anglican Parish for their own fundraiser 
—a Fabric & Craft Sale. See details below, and if 
you have any items to donate they can be left at 
the church office for Gail. 
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Spring Flower Service 
The Spring Flower Family Service, held this year on Sunday 13th September, was an 

extravagant display of beauty. There were several colourful arrangements of flowers 

in the church, thanks to Tric Nelson, but we also had a powerpoint display of spring 

blooms and gardens, compiled from photos sent in by the congregation in response 

to an invitation from our minister, Hamish. 

The service was based around three themes, Beauty, Potential, and Hope. 

The children were very involved, with one activity being the making of an attractive 

array of sand saucers—a warm up for a competition to be held at the Plantarama. 

At the end  of the service Hamish made a provocative suggestion: Ours is a beautiful 

world, and we have the inbuilt capacity to appreciate and enjoy it, even though there 

is no survival value to that enjoyment. Isn't that a reason to believe in a Creator God? 

For him it certainly is! 

Top left: One of Tric’s beautiful floral arrangements; 
Left: The children enthusiastically creating their sand saucers; 
Above: a few of their creations. 

 
Good Morning Lord 

 
You have given me the gift 
of another day untouched, 
and fresh and new, so 
here I am to ask you 
God if You’ll renew me too? 
 
Forgive the many errors 
that I made yesterday, 
and let me try again 
dear God, to walk closer 
in Your Way. 
 
But Father, I am well aware  
I can’t make it on my own.  
So take my hand  
and hold it tight for  
I can’t walk alone. 

Wedding! 
On the 23rd September, the equinox, two faithful  

members of the Cashmere church, Lai-Kei and Dylan, 

were married at Cashmere. It was a lovely occasion with 

a supper beautifully catered for by Cecile and her team! 

People Events 
 

Weddings 
We congratulate & extend best wishes to: 

Jieqiong Hu & Fangcheng Jia (19 September) 

Lai-Kei Officer & Dylan Mendicino (23 September) 

Esther Dale & Edward Linscott (26 September) 
 

Deaths 

We extend our sympathies to the family of  

Lorraine Murphy (10 September) 
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False Images 

At the service on Sunday 6th September our Minister, 
Hamish Galloway, introduced this quote from C S Lewis. 
Here we share some of his comments and reflections on 
the quote, plus extended observations.    (David Troughton) 

False Image of God 
How do we think of God? 

Is he an austere, cosmic policeman, trying to catch us 
out? 
Is he a watchmaker who has set the universe going, 
and then gone off and left it to its own devices? 
Is God a Cuddler-in-Chief, or  even a Teddy Bear to  
cuddle in tough times? 
Is he a kind of vending machine; pop in your request 
and out pops an answer? 

If God were like any of those, maybe we would do well 
to be atheists! 

Perhaps intellectually, as we approach this field, we 
tend to be like (Doubting) Thomas, who had  trouble in  
believing  in the resurrection: 

‘The vision of his sceptic mind 
was keen enough to make him blind  
to any unexpected act 
too large for his small world of fact. 
His reasoned certainties denied 
that one could live when one had died’ 

We are talking about “God Almighty, not God All-
Matey!” so our minister reminded us. Then he summed 
up what he had come to understand through listing and 
studying all the aspects of God shown in the Bible as: 
“God is a majestic, all-powerful creator who graciously 
longs for a loving relationship with all creation.”  
God wants our happiness. 

Jesus shows us God in such a deep and personal way 
that we can have much deeper understanding of our  
heavenly Father. We can know God, and be intimate 
with him. 

Cashmere Presbyterian Church is here to help each us 
on our journey of discovering a relationship with God 
like that. And helping us as we take time for worship, for 
awe and wonder. 

False Image of our Neighbours 
False images of our neighbours abound. They produce 
fear, anxiety, racist attitudes and racial profiling,  
bombings of worship centres, and even genocide.  
People can be ‘in’ or ‘out’, and we often de-personalise 

people who are different from us. Rather than having 
civil discussions, or looking at the data, and being open 
to growth, we can get locked into positions that often 
are based on attitudes first and foremost. Power gets 
into the mix. 

The classic story Jesus told, about the Good Samaritan 
being a good neighbour to a man in desperate need, is 
right on point. It was the person who was racially  
profiled and excluded who demonstrated insight,  
sympathy, and commitment enough to go the second 
mile—that was the shattering climax. The deep  
wrongness of the crowd’s attitudes and assumptions 
was surgically exposed. 

Jesus taught us to love our neighbours, whoever they 
are. 

We are to be peacemakers, even to the point of seeking 
the good of our enemies as we pray for them. After all, 
each of us is made in God’s image; even though the  
image is marred, his qualities will still shine through 
each of us to a certain extent. God loves each and every 
one of us. 

False Image of Self 
“Smiling depression” is a kind of false self. We keep up 
appearances that are really quite different from our  
actual feelings, our true selves. 

What contributes to our false selves is our concern 
about what we have, what we do, and what people 
think of us. As children, we learned to pretend in order 
to get approval. Now we can do good things for wrong 
reasons. 

What if we can’t do something we want to do, or have 
something we want to have, or are bothered about 
what others are thinking of us? How do we feel?  
Unhappy? 

Everything about our falseness comes from our belief 
that our deepest happiness will come from living life our 
own way, rather than God’s way. So we keep up our 
own plan for coping with life, and present an ‘on top of 
things’ image. 

Thinking God does not want our greatest good, our  
happiness, is flat wrong though. We need a truer picture 
of God and get to know him, on his terms. We need to 
come out of hiding, and get to know our true selves; we 
must be frank about our false selves. To do this, it is  
important to take time on our own, in quiet. Healthy, 
perceptive worship with others helps too. 

At our church you will find help in discovering your false 
self, and your true self, and God. 

A helpful book is, “The Gift of Being Yourself. The Sacred 
Call to Self- Discovery,” by David G. Benner, IVP 

“There are three images in my mind which  
I must continually forsake and replace  

with better ones: 
the false image of God, 

the false image of our neighbours, 
and the false image of myself.” 

C. S. Lewis. 
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Linking with the wider Community 

Church, Community Board, & Older Adults 
Our church is relating to the local community. We have a 

representative who attends the very helpful meetings of 

the Older Adults Network of the Spreydon-Cashmere 

Community Board (OAN). Each person attending the 

meetings shares what is happening and what is to  

happen in their group, and then the information is 

shared around the Community Board area.  

Council groups make presentations on their areas,  

problems are voiced, and a great range of suggestions 

are made. Dr David Troughton (convenor of our Church & 

Society Committee) has been our representative for 

some time, but there may be someone else who would 

like to be involved as well? 

The Community Board has taken the initiative of  

responding to the recommendation of the World Health 

Organisation to review their area from the point of view 

of senior citizens; for this review they have established 

Aged Friendly.  

University students have mapped the area for seats on 

streets and in parks. Also, there is a proposal to have  

exercise areas for adults near the children’s playgrounds. 

Dr Troughton has been asked to liaise between the OAN 

and Aged Friendly. 

Recently, a dozen residents were asked to attend a  

committee to look at the Strategic Plan of the  

Christchurch City Council. Dr Troughton attended,  

representing Cashmere Presbyterian Church, meaning 

that Christian perspectives and initiatives were able to be 

mentioned and included in the local findings. 

The Alpine Presbytery 
Do we, as Presbyterian Churches, just network if and 
when the whim takes us? 

No, actually it is not like that at all. Individuals and 
churches see things differently, but still believe that we 
all belong together, and that each local church is a local 
expression of the whole Body, not a separate entity. So 
we at Cashmere Presbyterian are part of the Alpine  
Presbytery, which covers all of the South Island north of 
the Haast and Waitaki Rivers. 

Most of the work is carried on monthly 
by a council, but twice a year there is a 
meeting—known as “The Gathering”—to 
which every parish is invited. Lay  
representatives, elders, and ministers all 
vote together. The latest Gathering was 
held 11th & 12th September at The Village, 
Bryndwr. The Moderator of Presbytery, 
who chairs the meeting, was initially Rev 
Anne Stewart, coming to the end of her 
time in the role, but she then handed it 
over to the new Moderator, Rev Barry 
Ayers. Barry already knows the territory well as he was 
Executive Officer of Presbytery for six years, recently 
handing that role on to Rev Martin Stewart, and sees the 
pastoral side as a very important component in his role.  

The financial side is orientated to development; there is 
an East Christchurch Project, and whilst there is no  
physical church at Prestons there is an outreach there, 
led by Josh and Susan Olds. And at Hanmer, the facilities 
there are now used for a new retreat centre, which is 
being developed by Ben and Philippa Necklen.  

A new “Have-a-Go” fund has been launched, to which all 
parishes are encouraged to apply, and it is aimed at new 
innovative or experimental projects in 2020-2021.  

A scholarship in honour of a former National Moderator, 
the late Very Rev Andrew Norton, is being used for  
development of young leaders. 

The Presbytery has prepared a statement, a work in  
progress, on its Culture and Strategic Framework, which 
was approved, and the parishes can check themselves 
against its very collegial approach (see illustration  
below). We also discussed a report on the training of 
ministers that a committee of the national church had 
been working on. We had a number of questions and 
suggestions to send back to them.  

There was a challenging and thoughtful 
session led by guest speaker Pastor  
Donald Scott of North City Church,  
provoking us to look at how we are  
seeing ourselves in relation to Jesus, 
about how we develop our spiritual life, 
our relationships to the land, and   
bi-culturally, as well as to the vision of 
God for his world. There is a lot to be 
done if we are to play our proper role in 
nation-building, involved as hubs in our 
local communities. 

David Troughton, Presbytery Elder 
Rev Barry Ayers took over as  

Moderator from Rev Anne Stewart 
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New Parish Clerk 
At our recent AGM, Colin Reid stepped down as Joint Parish Clerk, and this role was 

taken over by Joyce Lockhart, who will work in conjunction with Elizabeth Taggart, 

who has agreed to continue as Joint Clerk for another year. 

Joyce and her husband, Steve, are Canadian, hailing from St Catharines, Ontario, 

which is about 1hour south of Toronto, about 20 minutes from the US border. Steve’s 

work took them away from Canada, with 4 years in Melbourne, Australia, and 3 years 

in Shanghai before they moved to New Zealand in 2017. 

Joyce has a background in the insurance industry but has not had time for paid work 

in New Zealand, dedicating her time to voluntary work instead. She was a helper with 

our pre-school music group whilst Silvia Purdie was here but has now taken on  

leading the sessions. Her joyful enthusiasm has made her a hit with the children and 

caregivers. 

About living here she says “We love the outdoors, camping canoeing, hiking, so NZ is a perfect place for us!” 

 

Recipes from our own Cashmere Culinary Researcher  

Two recipes this time. These come from a collection of 
receipts that come from a reference covering the  
centennial of the U.S. in 1876. One requires yeast,  

and a recipe for making that is also included. 

Chef Robert, Culinary Researcher, The Curiosity Shop 
 

Election Cake 
Four pounds of flour and enough warm milk to make a stiff 

batter, one and a half pounds of butter and two and a half 

pounds of sugar.  

Stir butter and sugar well together; take half the mixture and 

beat into the batter and one pint of good yeast; beat  

thoroughly and let it stand one night; in the morning add the 

remainder of the butter and sugar and six eggs, beaten very 

light, then a half pound of flour, two pounds of raisins, one 

pound of currants, grated lemon peel, cinnamon, mace and a 

small teaspoon of cloves. 

Let it rise twice before putting it into pans. The more this 

cake is beaten the lighter it is. 
 

To make Yeast : 

One large handful of hops, one dozen potatoes, one cup of 

sugar, one-half cup of salt, one tablespoonful of ginger. 

Mash the potatoes in the water in which they are boiled, and 

pour into a jar; add the sugar, salt and ginger; steep the hops 

till the strength is gone, and add the water to this mixture till 

you have one gallon. 

When cooled to blood heat, add one cup of the same yeast. 

Keep warm from six to eight hours. When light, bottle and 

set in the cellar. 

 

 
 

Neapolitan Cake 
First make the dark cake after the following recipe: 

One cup of butter, two cups of brown sugar, one cup of  

molasses, one cup of strong coffee, four and a half teacups 

of flour, four eggs, two teaspoons of soda, two teaspoons of 

cinnamon, one teaspoon of cloves, one teaspoon of mace, 

one pound of raisins, one pound of currants and a fourth of 

a pound of citron (more fruit makes the cake handsomer, but 

this quantity will do).  

Bake the cake in round pans with straight sides. The loaves 

should be one and a half inches in thickness after baking. 

The white cake is made as follows:  

One cup of butter, four cups of powered white sugar, two 

cups of sweet milk, two cups of corn starch mixed with the 

flour, four and a half cups of sifted flour, whites of eight eggs 

and six teaspoons of baking powder; flavor slightly with bitter 

almonds.  

Bake in the pans used for the black cake, making the light 

and dark loaves of the same thickness. 

After the cake is all cold, each black loaf should be spread 

with a thick frosting made as follows:  

White of one egg beaten light, grated rind of two and the 

juice of three lemons, and powdered sugar enough to make a 

thick frosting. Lay the white and black loaves alternately; 

frost all over as you would any other loaf; be particular to use 

no other flavoring than lemon in the frosting. 

This makes an elegant cake, equally tempting to the eye and 

the palate. 

Joyce Lockhart 
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Office Administrator: Gail Weaver 
Parish Office: 2 MacMillan Ave, Cashmere 
phone: 332-7129 
email: cashmere.church@xtra.co.nz 
website: www.cashmerechurch.org.nz 

 

Your Visitor is: 
 

 ………………………………….. 
 

Phone………………….. 

Interim Minister: 
Rev Hamish Galloway 
Phone 027 603 0063 
Email: minister@cashmerechurch.org.nz 
 

mailto:cashmere.church@xtra.co.nz
http://www.cashmerechurch.org.nz/
mailto:minister@cashmerechurch.org.nz

