
Sermon 14 July 2019 - “God calls ordinary people” (Dr David Troughton) 

Amos (Reading: Amos 7:7-14 

Amos was an everyday person. God called him while at work, in a vineyard, to speak for him. And 

he responded. He said, “Yes”! 

It was a tough challenge. He had to go to Israel to challenge the way they were living. Mind you, 

Israel was not the only nation with an unjust society, all the surrounding ones were too, as he 

pointed out. 

But God, and Amos, wanted them to know that their choices would have consequences. Unless 

they changed, their country would be taken over by invaders. 

After David’s and Solomon’s reigns, Israel had split into two nations, Israel and Judah. God gave 

Amos a vision, of a plumb-line. It was about the way a plumb-line shows whether a building is true, 

and can stand. In God’s eyes, they were all out of plumb. 

Incidentally, one of the reasons we, ourselves, come regularly to church is for the honest moments 

when together we check our lives with God’s plumb-line. 

How did they measure up? How do we measure up? 

Injustice ruled in the land. The poor were treated badly. They lived selfish, indulgent lives. 

There was a lot of immorality associated with their religious practices.  

Amos was colourful, blunt, and to the point: 

Amos 4 ‘Listen to this, you women of Samaria, who grow fat like the well-fed cows of Bashan, who 

mistreat the weak, oppress the poor, and demand that your husbands keep you supplied with 

liquor! 2 As the Sovereign LORD is holy, he has promised, “The days will come when they will drag 

you away with hooks; every one of you will be like a fish on a hook. 3 You will be dragged to the 

nearest break in the wall and thrown out.” 

Actions would have consequences! 

How did they respond to the warning that God, out of love, had sent them? 

The king and the political leaders wanted him gone. The Chief Priest and the religious leaders told 

him to go home, to leave them alone. Neither group responded to the warnings. 

So Amos went home, his task accomplished. 

He had gone there in 760 BCE. 25 years later the Assyrians invaded from Iraq for the first time, and 

the dire prophesies began to be fulfilled. 

Question: When God calls us, or challenges us with uncomfortable truth, how do we respond? 

Zaccheus (Reading: Luke 19:1-10) 

Zaccheus was an everyday person, doing his job. But his job was a tax-collector for the invading 

Romans. It made him a collaborator. Worse than that, he ripped off all the locals, by charging 

them an excess- which he pocketed for himself. Of course, local people wanted nothing to do with 

him. He couldn’t mingle in the crowd with them. 

Could Zaccheus ever change? Could this leopard change his spots? The crowd would see him as a 

no-hoper, a lost cause. Never! In fact, would there be anyone in the crowd who would even want 

him to change and be forgiven? “Never! He needs to be punished,” they would be thinking! 



But Jesus saw him, and reached out to him. He treated him as a person with potential, who was 

loved by God.He was prepared to spend precious time with him, to even have a meal with him. 

So the “impossible” happened! By meeting Jesus, by being valued by Jesus, by telling by his vibes 

that Jesus loved him, for him, that made all the difference. He decided to turn his life around and, 

what is more, give back, with interest, what he had stolen. 

Instinctively he knew that, by God’s plumb line, Jesus was true. He wanted to be true, too. 

However, we know all too well that It does not always work out like that! Cain killed Abel because 

Abel had done the right thing. Daniel was placed in a lion’s den. Paul was taken as prisoner to 

Rome. Jesus was crucified, partly because he went around doing good. 

So big questions for us are: 

Do we just want people to be punished, or do we want them to be forgiven and healed? 

Do we write people off as “Impossible” and edge them out of our lives? 

Do we love in the way Jesus loved? 

US (Reading: Galatians 6) 

Paul wrote to everyday people in part of what is now Turkey, both city folk and villagers. 

We, too, are everyday people, going about our everyday activities. God calls each of us, also, to 

work with him in bringing in his Kingdom. How do we respond to this call of God? How do we go 

about it? 

In previous chapters of Galatians, Paul had already called on them to represent God in their 

community. He had written to them, “Let love make you serve one another….Love your neighbour 

as you love yourself.” Galatians 5: 13, 14. This is true for us nowadays.. 

And, as Elizabeth Cooch reminded us when she read preceding chapters two weeks ago: ”The 

Spirit has given us life”, And, also “The Spirit produces love, joy peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, humility, and self-control.”  

Of course, as well, we also have the benefit of the example and the explicit teaching of Jesus- as 

we have already seen. 

Jesus has told us to let our light shine, so that people will see our good works and glorify God. He 

has told us to be like salt, or yeast, making a difference in society in a practical way. 

There will be times when, apart from the witness of our living, we will need to speak, to warn, to 

challenge, to share our experience of God in our lives.  

We know there will be a mix of responses.  As we sing so enthusiastically at times, 

 ‘Some will hate you, some will love you, 

  Some will flatter, some will slight; 

  Heed them not, and look above you, 

  Trust in God, and do the right.’ 

In our Lectionary readings today, we have heard Paul giving some practical pointers that are 

important when “love makes us serve one another”. 

First, we should be gentle when we engage with someone who is caught in wrongdoing.  



We have seen just that as we looked at what Jesus did with Zaccheus.  Our attitude will make a big 

difference to how people respond. After all, people are more likely to change when they are not 

on the defensive through being under attack. When confrontation is necessary, we do it in a way 

that creates discussion and dialogue, and shows respect. 

Next, we should be helpful to people, by assisting them with their burdens. By love, serve – as we 

just reminded ourselves. That shows, in practical ways, that we want their best interests. 

Nevertheless, at the same time, we remain responsible for ourselves, just as they are for 

themselves. We are interdependent. We help and are helped. But with both being responsible for 

our choices and actions, by inference, that will inform how we relate when we are helping; we are 

to support in a way that does not over-ride the other person’s responsibility, we build up those 

who are receiving assistance, and we empower them as they take responsibility for themselves, 

before God. 

Then, thirdly, we should be humble, and have a realistic view of ourselves. We should, in being 

humble, take a balanced view of our achievements - by not putting ourselves down,  

and by accurately valuing our achievements. At the same time, it is important to bear in mind that 

we also are and will be tempted, and we, too, are ourselves at risk of failing in the ways we see 

others doing.  We do not say, “It cannot happen to me!” “There, but for the grace of God, go I!” is 

how the saying puts it. In fact, John Bradford, who said it initially, in due course did suffer the 

same fate of being burnt at the stake. But that same saying applies here in this situation, too. 

Some people try to impose religious ritual on people - in those days it was circumcision –as a 

religious fix. That is not how it works. And it certainly is not a numbers game that we are involved 

in. 

As he mentioned earlier, God sends his Spirit into our hearts, (Gal.4:6; 5:16.). That changes our 

relationship with God; and through God in Jesus dying for us on the cross, we are forgiven, and 

restored in our relationship with God and with each other. The performance of the ritual may be 

full of significance, informative and enriching, yet that is not what matters, and is not even 

necessary. It is the relationship that matters - specifically, the new life that comes through the 

Spirit. 

Another point Paul makes is that we are to be patient and persistent, we are not to give up on 

doing good That is very testing. After years of effort, it is easy to feel drained, and to get tired of 

the whole business if we do not see the results we hope for. But Paul then reminds us that the 

God’s harvest does come- maybe even after you have died, and do not live to see it.  

Plant the seed in faith, let God water and grow it. The harvest will come. As the refrain of the 

hymn we mentioned earlier says, “Trust in God and do the right.’ 

Be gentle. Be helpful, and respect self-responsibility. 

Be humble, and realistic in our self-appraisal. 

Be new creations, through the Spirit- beyond religious rites. 

Be patient and persistent. 


