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It fascinates me, the process of building. Chris and I have been going through this 
ourselves with our new build house in Upper Hutt. Nearly a year ago we bought a bit of dirt 
with grass on it, and some lines on a page. Now as of this week, on that land there is an 
actual house, with foundations, walls, doors, windows, even a roof. If we pay the electrician 
tomorrow we might even get some wiring and lights and power points.  
But before any of that real stuff happened, our house existed in plans. Someone thought it 
up. Someone drew pictures of what it was going to look like. And then they changed their 
minds about some things to save money so they took off the little balcony from the master 
bedroom and just put a window in instead. But the fascinating thing is that the drawings on 
a piece of paper a year ago will look pretty much exactly like what the real actual building 
will look like when its finished. Isn’t that astonishing! 
 
I guess it was much the same with the planning for this church. I don’t know how long they 
talked about building a church here in Cashmere. Whose idea it was first. Who chose this 
particular piece of land. Who wrote the cheque to buy it. We do know who designed it, one 
… who also designed St Barnabas church down on Fendalton Rd.  
I love that on the invitation to the ceremony of laying the foundation stone they printed the 
picture of how the church was going to look. So all those people who came on the day 
could see the reality in front of them, of dirt and rocks, but in their minds eye they could 
see what was going to come, a beautiful church.  
 
I’m sure that this unique human ability to imagine something which does not yet exist is a 
key part of what makes us made in the image of God. For this is God-stuff, this is 
creativity, this business of dreaming and planning something into being. This is the work of 
God the Creator, speaking the universe into being. And with each new child that is 
conceived, God dreams a new miracle into being.  
 
So does God plan us? Does God plan our lives? It’s an interesting question actually. 
Do you have a sense of God’s plans for you? 
What are God’s plans for us, as Cashmere Presbyterian Church? Are we being faithful to 
the vision of those men and women who built this church 90 years ago? 
 
I don’t actually believe that God has specific plans for each and every person. I don’t 
believe that there is one true path for your life which is ordained by God and anything else 
is outside his will for you. I actually believe that God designed you for a great and 
wonderful purpose, which was to be you … and the best way to be you, in my humble 
opinion, is to follow Jesus. I believe that the greatest freedom comes from knowing God 
and walking in the Spirit into maturity in Christ.  
 
How about you? Have you had plans for your own life? Have those plans worked out? … 
or are you onto plan B, or C, or D? Can I ask you to talk to the person next to you. Tell that 
person about something in your life that did not go according to plan? 
 
Our Gospel reading today is a crunch moment for Jesus and his disciples. Because it is 
the moment when they realize that things are definitely NOT going according to plan! 
After a couple of years with Jesus they were just starting to feel like they had him figured 
out. Things were going great. Jesus was amazing, and really making an impact. Hope was 
rising. The Kingdom of God was on the way and they were in the midst of it. I guess they 
were starting to make plans. 
 



And then Jesus starts talking words they do not want to hear, words about suffering, words 
about dying … No! No way! That is not the plan, Jesus. Talk to us about victory, and 
restoration and building, and hope for our nation.  
Peter is very diplomatic about it, doesn’t want to make Jesus look bad in front of the 
others, so he catches Jesus alone and says what they are all thinking – ‘Don’t say those 
things, Jesus. It’s not positive. It’s not helpful. Don’t be so negative when everything is 
looking up.’ 
And Jesus slams into Peter. It was a private conversation, so Peter didn’t need to tell 
anyone what Jesus said to him in that moment, but classic Peter, he’s totally open about it 
… when they asked him later how did Jesus take it Peter comes right out with it.  
“Jesus said ‘Get behind me Satan!’” 
“No way!” said Peter’s friends. He called you Satan? 
“Yup” said Peter. “Jesus said that my thoughts were human, not from God.” 
I don’t suppose anyone had much to say in response to that. 
Jesus did, though. Jesus called everyone around him. And he said some of his most 
famous and important words. 
“If you want to be my disciple” Jesus said, “You must deny yourself, carry your cross, and 
follow me. If you try to save your life you will lose it. If you lose your life for my sake you will 
save it.” 
 
I don’t think Jesus’ words were any easier to hear 2000 years ago that they are today. I 
certainly don’t have a simple modern translation or interpretation that makes these words 
easier to hear or understand or apply to our own every living.  
Jesus spoke these words deliberately in order to confuse people and undermine their 
sense of security. No one wants to hear about loss and death and suffering. We want an 
easier path to salvation, thank you very much. Our plans for our own lives don’t include 
loss and death and suffering, thank you very much.  
90 years ago the church builders didn’t include loss and death and suffering in their plans 
for this church. In fact, I think they would be very proud indeed to know that this church that 
they built to the best of their ability 90 years ago stood strong and tall and almost 
undamaged through the all those thousands of earthquakes.  
Peter and the disciples planned for building up and leadership and status and prestige. 
And Jesus tore up their plans and instead spoke to them about the cross.  
I will be crucified, he said. Crucified. And you also get to be crucified, in your own way. 
Carry your own cross, in your own way. Lose your life for my sake. That is the great plan of 
salvation. I go ahead of you, through death into life, so that you might receive life in all its 
fullness.  
 
Our reading this morning from the start of Proverbs introduces a key idea: wisdom. You 
probably haven’t read Proverbs recently. Go on, dig it out, it’s right there in the middle of 
your Bible. Proverbs aren’t something you sit down and read for ages. They’re snippets, tit-
bits of pithy advice. They’ll do your head in if you read too many, but give yourself a 
medicinal dose of a handful a day, let them play around in your head while you’re doing the 
dishes. Proverbs throw things into stark relief. They exaggerate things, mostly in a contrast 
between wisdom and stupidity. In the real world we’re all muddling through with a mix of 
both, and Proverbs help sharpen our vision of what is right and true and wise and what is 
unhealthy distraction.  
 
Jesus also threw things into stark relief. Like the proverbs, he cut through the compromises 
and muddy water of everyday life with an unavoidable choice: Live or die. Lose your life or 
save your life.  God’s plan for us is salvation. God’s plan for us is wisdom. At some point 
the Architect forces us to choose: will we invest in the plans that he has drawn up? Will we 
lay our foundation stone in the salvation and wisdom of God? Will you deny yourself, take 
up your cross and follow Jesus? 


