
Sermon: God at work, with the letter ‘C’ Sunday 29 December 2019. Silvia Purdie 
 
Bible Readings: 
Isaiah 61:10 - 62:3 
10 Jerusalem rejoices because of what the LORD has done. 
 

Ephesians 3:26 – 4:7 (New Revised Standard Version)  
 
Let us rejoice as we come to the end of the year because of what the Lord has done. 
It is easy to look at 2019 and be stressed. We have been all too aware of violent deaths, 
shootings and eruptions, and unneccesary deaths, especially those poor little children in 
Samoa dying from a disease so easily prevented. We are all too aware of the threats 
facing our world on the global level, and the sadness and worries we carry on a personal 
level. 
This morning, though, is an invitation to look at the year past through a different lens, to 
join with Isaiah in rejoicing because of what the Lord has done.  
And our lens this morning is brought to you by the letter C, 
because lots of the good God-at-work words happen to start with the letter C. 
 
And what better place to start than one of the most important words ever, Compassion.  
When we look for God at work in our world and in our church and in our lives, we can’t do 
better than to start by noticing compassion, for where there is compassion, there we find 
God. Compassion is ‘feeling with’. It is the heart of relationship, it is the root of empathy 
and sympathy and generosity. It is taking note of another person and feeling for them, 
feeling a sense of connection with them.  
We experienced this in mighty measure back in March, in the aftermath of the mosque 
shootings. People around the country and indeed around the world poured out 
compassion on us. They found ways to tell us they were feeling with us. Compassion.  
 
I have some questions for you today, and the first is this:  
How have you experienced the compassion of God this year? 
When did you appreciate the compassion of another person, feeling for you, 
concerned for you?  
… 
 
God’s holy compassion breaks down the barriers between people. As Paul wrote so 
powerfully, in Christ Jesus there is no Jew or Gentile, the categories of society crumble, 
the labels fall away – male and female, slave or free. So this is our second big ‘C’ word – 
connection. God is at work to bring us into connection with one another, and I would also 
say, to bring us into connection with our natural world. We know ourselves as loved, 
adopted, accepted, and so we connect with others, receiving them also as adopted, 
accepted. This is the basic principle of the kingdom of God. This is what God does.  
Here in Cashmere this is core to our mission as a parish, to be a community hub, to be a 
place where people connect with each other and connect with God.  
I’d like to share with you a of couple text messages I received recently from Music Group 
mums.  
Miranda wrote: I am so grateful for the music group. Ollie is growing a real love of music. 
The group has been a huge support for me. I am so grateful for new friends for me and 
my fabulous little girl. 
Julia wrote: Music group has been a special part of the week … a community in way.  
So there you have our next C words: connection and community.  



As you look back on 2019 how has God brought you into connection and 
community? 
… 
 
God is constantly creating community, but there are plenty of other things that God is at 
work busy creating. We call God Creator and this is central to who God is and what God 
does. Creating life and new life.  
At our monthly Healing Services this year Anne says a short prayer for each person who 
comes forward for anointing with oil. Her prayer includes the line “May God create new life 
in you.” and it always resonates with me. Each month I go away from Healing Service 
pondering this, curious about how God is busy creating new life in me.  
No matter what problems you face, no matter how well or ill you are, God is at work 
creating new life in you. In a stirring of hope, a fresh possibility, a gentle lightness, a sense 
of strength to pull you through. This is God alive in you.  
As Isaiah wrote: 

 Jerusalem rejoices because of what the Lord has done. 
She is like a bride dressed for her wedding. 
God has clothed her with salvation and victory. 
As surely as seeds sprout and grow, 
The Sovereign Lord will save his people, 
 

 As surely as seeds sprout and grow, 
The Sovereign Lord will save his people, 
This is God’s saving work, creating new life. If you had eyes to see this, what would 
you notice, as you look back on the year past? 
… 
 
And, of course, God partners with us in creating things. One of the loveliest times of the 
week here in this church is Tuesday mornings. If you come on Tuesday mornings and 
walk through the Kowhai Lounge door you will find a very warm welcome into a room full 
of laughter and affection – our Quilts and Crafts Group. Creativity is oozing out all over the 
place as women knit and felt and cross-stitch and crochet and talk and laugh and support 
each other. They create beauty and practicality, every stich done with love.  
I brought you a fabulous tea cozy which one of the ladies very kindly made for me, it’s it 
just gorgeous! 
One of the ladies’ husband died a couple of months ago, and the craft group attended the 
funeral. They found themselves as the main friendship support for the bereaved widow. … 
in that moment God’s work of creativity and compassion, community and care, came 
together in a beautiful way. 
 
How is it for you? What do you create, with your hands? What do you create in 
relationship with others? How might God be at work in that? 
 
In those moments when we experience a stirring of hope, or a fresh possibility, we also 
name these with another important ‘C’ word: Call. For me, discerning the call of God on 
my life comes in moments of clarity, like when you’re out on a bush walk and you’re 
walking through the trees and suddenly there’s a gap in the trees and you can see right 
down the valley.  
One of the most special things in my life recently has been Ira and Marco’s decision to 
buy a piece of land for reforestation on Banks Peninsula 
…  
Call is like that glimpse of the ocean in the distance, space and light 



I describe it as holy desire 
For me I have known this over recent months as I have re-evaluated my sense of call to 
parish ministry.  
I was genuinely surprised when I started to want to do academic study. That had not been 
in my plan. God stirred in me a sense of wanting to teach, and wanting to write, and the 
way opened up for me to go back to university and pursue that full time.  
For most of us, most of the time, call is not so dramatic or involving so much upheaval, but 
the principle is the same. God does have holy desire for us and our lives, and this is a 
dynamic thing, with seasons and fresh possibilities at each stage in our lives.  
 
How have you experienced moments of holy desire this year? Have you felt that 
you wanted to do something, really wanted to do it? Could this be God’s call at 
work? 
 
Finally, last one, my last C for this sermon. Communication 
Mark Holloway’s book, ‘The Freedom Diaries’, 
p6&7 
If you trusted that God was speaking to you all the time, maybe, must maybe, could 
you trust that you could hear God speaking? to you, personally, addressing you by 
name? Try it, try asking God a question and just writing down a reply.  
 
So, all these C words for how God is at work. Compassion, connection, community, care 
Creating and creativity, 
Call, communication and conversation.  
  
 

 


