
Sermon for Sunday 2 August 2020  

Making our home with the Messiah (part 3) 

Rev Hamish Galloway 

John 14: 1-7 (6-7) 

Review: 

The key points from last 2 weeks: 

1. Death can cause us anxiety (14:1a) 

2. Ultimately we need to trust God (14:1b) 

3. There is plenty of space in heaven for all (14:2a) 

4. Jesus is the first fruit of eternal life – his resurrection demonstrates to us that 

death is not the end (14: 2b) 

5. We do not do the journey from this life to the next alone – Jesus is with us 

(14:3) 

6. Where are we going – a place or dimension God has created, awesomely 

beautiful, where relationship with God is central. (14:4-5) 

7. The importance of knowing the way to this place given that it is possible to get 

lost (14:4-5) 

We continue this week with where we got to in John 14: 6-7 

Introduction 

There has been much fuss this week about whether the NZ government will charge 

returning New Zealanders for their 2-week quarantine. In the end the government 

decided on a generous, gracious approach. There will be no charge for New Zealander 

returning home to live. The government is saying ‘we will pay the bill’! There is a 

parallel here I think to the heavenly room that is booked for each of us. And there are 

two possible ways of looking at this as well; how much will it cost me or is it free? 

And so it is we examine this question today as we continue in John 14 looking at v 6. 

Jesus says: 

“I am the way the truth and the life, no one comes to the Father except through me.” 

At one level this seems arrogant, narrow and judgmental towards other religions. 

Indeed, many years ago I was at a university lecture given by the famous German 

theologian Jürgen Moltmann on this very topic, Jesus the way the God. He spelt out 

the orthodox, biblical view that is stated in John 14:6, Jesus is the way to the Father 

and no one comes to the Father except through him. As happens in university settings, 

another academic gave a response. It was a stinging response from a professor of 

religious studies, accusing Moltmann of the kind of arrogant narrow minded bias  that 

causes religious wars. Moltmann quietly responded with these points with something 

like this: 

I do not expect people of other religions to water down their core beliefs in their 

conversations with me. I am in fact genuinely interested in what they have to say. 

Genuine dialogue is based on being able to listen to where another is coming from 

and respond accordingly. This is what the bible teaches and what Christians believe. 

Rather than attack me personally for holding this view, why don’t we debate the idea?  



So lets do that, debate the idea. I will outline how I see it but it is open for debate – 

questions, responses and alternative perspectives are welcome by way of emails, face 

to face conversation or in a group setting at the forum on Tuesdays at 11am. 

Basically, within religious thinking there are 2 main alternative views on how to get  to 

God and eternal life. In the language of Matthew 7:13-141 there is a broad way and 

narrow way, one is the right way, the other the wrong way.  

One way is that it depends on me. This is deeply embedded in human thinking. It finds 

its way into many religious systems including popular secular thinking about heaven 

and hell. The basic idea here is that I can earn my way into God’s good books and 

eternal life! 

The other way is pretty unique to Christianity. It is simply this, that the difference 

between God and us is so great that there is no way we can close that gap. The only 

way is for God to graciously reach out to us and give us a lift up! 

Let’s examine the first perspective. There is a general common denominator in many 

religions that getting into heaven depends on human effort. For Hindus it amounts to 

building up good karma through good work; for Muslims it is keeping the 5 Pillars of 

Islam, including a trip to Mecca and walking 7 times in the right direction  around the 

Kaaba at least once in your life; for Jews it is keeping the law; for good Kiwi folk it is 

making sure your good deeds outweigh your bad! The problem here is around the idea 

that connection to God that depends on us. If it depends  on me then it seems to me 

that there is always a nagging doubt that we may not be good enough? And how good 

is good enough? It is a question that I have had a number of times when pastoring 

people on their death beds – ‘have I done enough, will God accept me?’ This is 

wonderfully illustrated in an episode of The Simpsons where Bart is on the elevator up 

to heaven. Unbeknown to him, his good works are only just outweighing his bad deeds. 

He spits his gum over the side of the elevator and that is enough to change the balance 

and he tumbles down the elevator into hell! Funny yes, but also indicative of the way 

a lot of religions and people generally think about heaven and hell. If we have done 

enough good we will get there. Do my good works outweigh my bad on the scales 

used to judge my eternal destiny. 

The Christian position however is quite different. The bible says that if it depends on 

us, we will always come up short, because God is qualitatively and quantitatively 

beyond our reach. The only way we can possibly connect is by God’s moving to us to 

close this gap! 

The illustration that comes to mind for me is a standing long jump across a ditch, only 

the ditch is so wide that not even the very best jumper we humans can produce has 

any hope of coming anywhere close! It requires a superhuman effort to bridge that 

 
1 13 “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to 

destruction, and many enter through it. 14 But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, 

and only a few find it. 



gap.2 For Christians that superhuman is Jesus, the very son of God, overcoming all 

our shortcomings on the cross and graciously offering us a way to God and eternal life 

not based on our works but as a free gift. Christians believe then that the only way to 

God and heaven is by the grace of God, not by the works of our flawed human efforts. 

Therefore, Jesus is the only way, in that Jesus’ way is God’s undeserved grace poured 

out on humanity!  

According to this view then who is in and who is out? There are a variety of views 

within Christianity on this. 

In the broadest most encompassing view, everyone is in. This is called universalism. 

The idea is that Jesus has opened the way for everyone, and all are in whether they 

know it or not. This is expansive, unconditional grace. The lovely and well-respected 

New Testament scholar William Barclay was a universalist;  

"I am a convinced universalist. I believe that in the end all men will be gathered into 

the love of God." 

What do I make to this view? I absolutely believe that  we have a loving, gracious God, 

who desperately desires that all would know Him experience the wonders of heaven 

(1 Timothy 2:4). And I want this to be true – that all would know God and experience 

eternity with God in heaven. However, it is a risky belief system given all the verses in 

the bible that call for a faith filled response to the grace of God. And I think it is 

disrespectful of personal choice. Would God force those who would rather have 

nothing to do with Him into eternal relationship?  

That brings me to another view – that you are in unless you expressly opt out. This is 

the view of the New Testament scholar Robert Capon . In his Parables of the Kingdom 

when talking about the parable of the net Capon says 

We are not judged by our previous performance (on that basis no one would go 

anywhere but to hell); rather, we are judged by what Jesus did for us on the cross. He 

pronounces an authoritative kala [goodness) over the whole world that he has caught 

in the net of his reconciliation. It is only those who want to argue with the gracious 

word who are then pronounced sapra [bad]. Both heaven and hell are populated 

entirely and only by forgiven sinners. Hell is just a courtesy for those who insist they 

want no part of forgiveness.’ 

The main line orthodox reformed Christian view is that relationship with God and 

eternal life are freely available to all through the grace of God expressed by Jesus’ 

death on the cross but we do have a responsibility to receive this through faith. This 

was the great proclamation of Marin Luther in the 17th Century turning back years of 

Roman Catholic emphasis on heaven being a place we could get to we based on what 

we do, whether our good works or scandalously, by large payments to the church. 

 
2 The current record is held by Byron Jones, who recorded a jump of 3.73 m (12 ft 2 3⁄4 in) at the NFL 

Combine on February 23, 2015, beating the competition world record of 3.71 m (12 ft 2 in) set by 
Norwegian shot putter Arne Tvervaag from Ringerike FIK Sportclub in 1968. 



Luther was drawing scriptures such as that read today from Romans and summed up 

beautifully in Ephesians 2: 8-9 

 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast”  

In the words of Luther: 

“He who does not receive salvation purely through grace, 

independently of all good works, certainly will never secure it.” 

It comes back to the very first verses on John 14 where Jesus confronted the disciples 

fears about death with the words: 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me.” 

In other words, simply trust me that I have this life after death thing under control, you 

just have to trust me on this! But we so often want to say, but what can I do to help? 

To which the reply comes; nothing it is all done for you! Go out then and live joyful 

lives that respond lovingly to all that has been done for you! 

For we who have heard this the way to eternal life is clear – it is a simple matter of the 

accepting a gift! Free entry. We need to rest in that assurance and face death therefore 

with a peaceful heart. 

But what about those who have never heard this? And where does that leave other 

religions? This is my take on that ……  

We who are Christian know the grace of God expressed to us in the person and work 

of Jesus Christ! For others,  I believe that the grace of God that is expressed in Jesus 

Christ will come to them in different ways, but it is still the grace of God as made 

possible by the death and resurrection of Jesus. Certainly Romans 1 talks about this 

grace being apparent in the created order: 

… what may be known about God is plain to them because God has made it plain to 

them. 20 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power 

and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been 

made, so that people are without excuse. 

I put great store in the passage that talks about for those to whom much has been 

given, much will be expected, and for those to whom less is given, less is expected 

(Luke 12:48). In this respect our eternal destiny will depend on how we respond to the 

grace of God in Jesus Christ, in whatever way it comes to us! 

Finally, what a wonderful thing to die knowing the peace that comes from being secure 

in the knowledge of the grace and love of God and the presence of God abiding in our 

hearts through the power of the Holy Spirit. I have seen that peace repeatedly in 

Christian folk. It is attractive and compelling. May it be the way for you and I as we 

navigate this big area - where there is so much we do not know - with trust in God! 


