
Sunday 9th August 2020 

All Age Worship: Interactive Time around the Theme Life After Life After Death 

Children’s Activities 

Have pots with potting mix and seeds at one side of the church and a table set up with 

Lego and Duplo at the other side 

Ask the children to plant seeds and build Lego Towers 

Introduce the theme to the adults: 

We have been spending time over the last 3 weeks digging into what the bible says about 

the topic of Life After Death based on John 14: 1-7. 

Basically, the message has been that we need to trust God that when we die we will go to 

a beautiful place he has prepared for us, a place we call heaven.  

However, the bible is pretty clear that this is not the end of the story. In fact the Greek 

word for ‘rooms’ or ‘mansions’ in John 14 was used in New Testament times to describe 

‘wayside inns’. So this word carries the idea that the place John 14 talks about is a place 

on the way to another destination. That there is more to come, that there is such a thing as 

Life After Life after Death! 

The bible teaches that this final destination or ‘end’ (telos) is the beautiful vision in 

Revelation 21 of Heaven and Earth coming together. There are many ways the bible talks 

about this time in human history including: 

• The Day of the Lord 

• The return of Jesus to earth, the ‘second coming’ 

• Judgement Day – a day when God will make all things right 

• The resurrection of the dead 

That last one is significant, because it about us being renewed in body and soul along with 

all of creation. In this perspective on life after death, heaven is a place where our 

disembodied souls go to be with God. But this is not meant to be permanent, but rather a 

state on the way to the renewal of all things including our bodies, just as in his resurrection 

Jesus was bodily resurrected and appeared in bodily form, albeit a renewed body, the 

same yet different, physical yet spiritual qualities to it (he ate fish yet he went through 

walls). 

In summary, this view is that when we die our souls go to abide with God in a wonderful 

place we call heaven, awaiting the day when all things are put to right, at which point we 

join in the renewed creation, body and soul reunited. 

This whole area has been the subject of work by some of the world leading biblical 

scholars and theologians in recent years.  

Some quotes from leading contemporary biblical scholars working on this: 

NT Wright is regarded as the leading NT scholar at the moment, previously the Bishop of 

Durham, then going on to be a Research Professor at the University of St Andrews in 

Scotland and is presently a senior research fellow at Oxford university. He says this: 



‘The biblical hope is for “new heavens and new earth,” that is, for the utter renewal and 
reordering of the Creator’s project—begun in Genesis 1 and 2 but aborted, or at least 
radically distorted, because of human rebellion. The Resurrection of Jesus is the launching 
of this new creation. His body seems to be at home in either heaven or earth or both, so 
that he embodies and encapsulates this new creation in himself. Those who belong to 
Jesus are thus signed on as new-creation people, not just as parts of new creation but 
(since this is what humans were made for) as agents of new creation.  

At the moment this is partial and puzzling; Jesus is raised, the rest of us are not. He 
conquered death; but death still takes us. But because of the resurrection and the Holy 
Spirit, what we do “in Christ” in the present is in fact part of, and preparing for, the new 
creation, whether or not it looks like that. In the new creation, decay and death will have 
been abolished, but it’s clear from Romans 8 that this will be the same world, only rid of its 
corruption and decay, just as Jesus’ risen body was the same, only different because now 
it is incapable of disease, suffering, or death itself.’ 

Christian History Magazine #112 (https://christianhistoryinstitute.org/magazine/article/life-
after-life-after-death) 

A well repected book that addresses this topic has been written by Howard A Snyder and 

Scandrett; ‘Salvation Means Creation Healed; Overcoming the Divorce Between Earth and 

Heaven’. In their introduction they say: 

‘The great concern of the church is salvation and, biblically speaking, salvation ultimately 

means creation healed … In fact the bible promises a healed, restored ‘new heavens and 

a new earth’. We recall that the Old Testament word for peace, shalom, means a 

comprehensive well-being – healthy flourishing in a flourishing land.’ 

Let me explain this some more using the work the children have been doing here: 

1. Creation 

The pots of soil, planted with seeds represent Eden in Genesis 1 and 2. It was a place 

of flourishing Shalom, peace with God, with each other, with self and with all creation. 

2. Decreation 

But all did not remain so lovely; things got upturned and smashed about by sin. We 

call this ‘the fall’ (rabbits digging up the pot plants, pots broken and soil all over the 

place) 

3. Yearning for a better world 

This is picked up by Paul in Romans 8 where he describes all creation as ‘groaning for 

renewal’ that is to come: 
 

18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will 

be revealed in us. 19 For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of 

God to be revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own 

choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will 

be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the 

children of God. 
22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right 

up to the present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the 

Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of 

our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at 

https://christianhistoryinstitute.org/magazine/article/life-after-life-after-death
https://christianhistoryinstitute.org/magazine/article/life-after-life-after-death


all. Who hopes for what they already have? 25 But if we hope for what we do not yet 

have, we wait for it patiently. 
 

The problem of sin, the cross of Jesus in the middle of time (arms seeking to hold 

things together, pointing to a better time, embracing us in the task a bringing heaven to 

earth); heaven as a waiting place 

 

4. Recreation 

a. A promise and a hope - The renewed, restored heaven and earth: (Rev 21: 1-7) 

Heaven and Earth coming together, overcoming the divorce, dwelling with God, no 

more pain 

b. An invitation 

In the meantime we are to be working for God’s kingdom to come here on earth, just 

as it is in heaven: 

‘every act of love, every deed in Christ and by the Spirit, every work of true creativity – 

every time justice is done, peace is mad, families are healed, temptation is resisted, 

true freedom is sought and won – that this very earthly event takes its place within a 

long history of things which implement Jesus’ own resurrection and anticipate the final 

new creation, and act as signposts of hope pointing back to the first and on to the 

second …’ 

NT Wright ‘Surprised By Hope’ 

I did a funeral for a friend recently. Two things impressed me. Firstly, on her death 

bed, in the last week of her life she asked me what I thought her mission was at this 

stage of her life. We agreed that it was to bring a smile to the faces of the nurses who 

care for her.  Secondly, he had been a quilter and the family asked that anyone who 

had been given a quilt by this person should bring the quilt to the funeral. The church 

had lovely quilts everywhere, draped on the back of chairs and hanging from the walls. 

I thought to myself that they represented her creativity, hard work and her generosity! 

Tangible representations of things she had done to make the world a better place. We 

too are invited to this mission, no matter what stage we are at. Remember last family 

service we wrote down things we do for the Kingdom on fish shaped pieces of paper? 

Let’s string together the fish shaped papers that we wrote the things we do for the 

kingdom and drape it across the divide between Eden and the new creation as a sign 

of the work we do to hasten the coming of this renewal of heaven and earth! 

Conclusion  

This is all pretty mind-bending stuff – it challenges our imagination and our belief! I 

personally like it, this hope filled speculation. But ultimately I think it boils down to what 

Paul says in 1 Corinthians 13, that there are three things that are eternal; Love, hope and 

faith and the greatest of these ifs love’ 

We cannot conclusively and empirically prove life after death. It is a matter of faith. But the 

hope that is generated by a vision of eternal love, there in the beginning and there in the 

end is not only possible it is incredibly good for the soul! 


