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It is always heart-warming to stand in an 

airport arrivals lounge and watch reunions 

unfold. You see hand-drawn signs held high, 

arms flung wide, and those long, lingering 

hugs that say more than words ever could. 

Often there are tears—tears of distance 

overcome, love renewed, and joyful  

connection restored. 

Scenes like these echo one of  

Scripture’s great themes: the 

way God closes the gap between 

heaven and earth, and between 

people everywhere. Over the past 

five months at Cashmere, we have 

travelled together through Luke’s Gospel—

chapters 9 to 19—following Jesus on His 

own journey toward Jerusalem. Again and 

again, we have seen how passionately Jesus 

communicates God’s desire to draw us near, 

healing whatever distances us from God and 

from one another. 

One of the clearest examples is the story of 

Zacchaeus. Perched in a tree, he kept Jesus 

at a safe distance—curious, hopeful, yet  

removed. But when Jesus called him down 

and invited Himself to dinner, Zacchaeus 

responded with surprising speed and joy. 

And Jesus shared in that joy, declaring, 

“Today salvation has come to this house.” A 

lonely, isolated tax collector discovered  

exactly what his heart had longed for:  

connection, acceptance, and love. 

At Christmas, we celebrate this same 

truth on a cosmic scale. In the 

birth of Jesus, God comes down 

out of the heavenly “tree,” so to 

speak—leaving all distance  

behind to be joyfully and fully 

with us. Emmanuel: God with us. 

For Mary and Joseph, that first Christmas 

was filled with the simple, overflowing joy of 

welcoming a new baby. But the joy stretches 

far beyond that one small family in a quiet 

corner of ancient Palestine. Christmas  

invites all of us into a deeper, exuberant 

joy—the joy of knowing that God is not far-

off, cold, or unreachable, but draws near in 

the most tender and vulnerable form  

imaginable: a newborn child. 

God comes close. Love comes close. And in 
that closeness, joy finds us. 

Hamish 

Christmas 

invites all of us 

into a deeper, 

exuberant joy. 

From the Minister: Joyful Connection 

Plants springing forward with Joy on the Port Hills 
Just as joyful as Zacchaeus who jumped down 

from the tree at Jesus’ invitation, we joyfully 

released a good section of ‘our’ trees and other 

native plants from the grass and weeds that 

threatened to overwhelm them. Like the 

planting in August, the day was gorgeous and 

the views, superb at the top of the Ōhinetahi 

Bush Reserve, were enjoyed by all ages (7-70+). 

David Knoef of the Summit Road Society  

instructed us. He and his sons brought hand 

shears, compost and buckets. We cut and 

tramped the grass down outside each cage and 

covered it with mulch; easy. Almost all the 

plants had made it through the winter – what a 

blessing! 

Also on 9th November, we welcomed  

EcoChurch Ōtautahi’s coordinator Diana  

Johnston to our church and follow-on picnic 

before our working bee. During the family  

service Diana showed us the first Eco Church 

holiday programme for children – it looked 

great. She also showed us how our planting fits 

in the growing map of churches that delight in  

supporting God’s plants and thus the creatures 

that depend on them. 

Christmas Communion 
We extend an invitation  
to all to the Christmas 
Communion Service at 

10am on Sunday 30th 
November. 
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Editorial: Joy is our theme 

This issue communicates joy in many ways. 

Hamish reminds us of the deep joy felt by 

whānau as they gather to celebrate Christmas, 

“Love comes close in in that closeness joy finds 

us.” Mark dives deeper to clarify joy as a vital 

emotion before providing a theological  

perspective on the importance of joy that 

stretches back into biblical times.  

There is joy in Kingdom Building described by 

David Hughes and he shares the key, ‘double 

listening’. David Troughton also recognises 

God’s influence on his life. To discern the best 

way forward David asks us all, what is on your 

heart? When he asked me, I said caring for  

nature. You can read about our happy working 

bee at the top of the Ōhinetahi Bush  

Reserve. We provide ideas for Gifts that would 

bring joy at home and abroad.  

Most importantly this issue provides details of 

services and other events. Everyone is invited 

to come and celebrate Christmas with joy! 

Forthcoming Services 

Sunday 30 November 10.00am Communion Service 

Sunday 7 December 10.00am Family Service with Christmas Pageant 

Sunday 14 December 10.00am Christmas Music with the Choir 

Sunday 21 December 10.00am Morning Worship 

 11.30am Healing Service 

Sunday 28 December 10.00am Morning Worship 

Sunday 4 January 10.00am Morning Worship 

Sunday 11 January 10.00am Morning Worship 

Sunday 18 January 10.00am Morning Worship 

 11.30am Healing Service 

Sunday 25 January 10.00am Morning Worship 

Sunday 1 February 10.00am Morning Worship 

Sunday 8 February 10.00am Family Service 

Sunday 15 February 10.00am Morning Worship 

 11.30am Healing Service 

Healing Services  
Healing Services, with Communion, are held each month, usually 

on the 3rd Sunday, at 11.30am. All are welcome to attend this  

service, to pray for your own needs, or those of others. 

In October Hamish encouraged the  
congregation to take a fresh look at The Lord’s 
Prayer, and maybe re-word it. Robin McKee 
took that to heart and came up with this: 
 

Holy and Loving Father God, 

May the earth and all creation bring you praise, 
honour and glory. We pray that your plan for the 
earth and all its creatures will be fulfilled and 
that earth and heaven alike will ring with your 
praises. May the trusting obedience you desire 
be the lived reality of all who dwell here. 

Lord, in your mercy and grace, grant us  enough 
each day—food and friends and family,  
employment and service—that we may remain 
faithful servants with our hearts and minds 
fixed on you. 

Forgive us, Lord, when we forget your provision 
or stray from your will. Help us to forgive others, 
so that we may be more like you. Keep our hearts 
and minds from straying down paths that the 
world promises us will be fulfilling, and help us 
to focus on you, so that we may not stray into 
evil paths and tempting habits. We know that we 
are weak and foolish and lack the restraint to 
keep us in paths of righteousness without your 
care and guidance. Grant this to us, Lord, we 
pray. 

For yours, Lord, is all the honour and praise that 
the whole world can sing—every nation, every 
person, every living creature. For to you we owe 
all that we are and all that we hope to be—now 
and forever.  Amen  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Here is another completed craft project from one of our very clever 

Quilts & Crafts group members. Brenda knitted this cream wool 

throw over the winter; the original pattern was for a cot-sized  

blanket, but she extended it so that it is full size. 

Anyone is welcome come along on a Tuesday morning, 9am to 

noon, for some company whilst crafting. 

The Book Cellar 
Located in the basement rooms of the church, the Book  

Cellar has a wide range of quality second-hand books:  

fiction, non-fiction and children’s books.  

Lots of options for Christmas presents!  

Usual opening hours are Thursdays, Fridays & Saturdays, 

10am to 4pm 

Check out our dedicated Facebook page for updates and  

teasers of new stock: www.facebook.com/thebookcellar 

https://www.facebook.com/thebookcellar
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People Events 

Weddings 

We congratulate and extend best wishes to: 

Sophie Craw & Xander Logan (20 September) 

Teresa Kim & Jiho Kang (4 October) 

Elena Araujo & Reuben Lim (24 October) 

Catherine Orr & Flynn Wilson (22 November) 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
Wednesday 24th December 

Light a Candle in Remembrance 

The church will be open during the day for personal 
prayer, remembrance and contemplation   

Midnight Watch Candlelight Service 
Commencing at 11.30pm  

 
CHRISTMAS MORNING  

Thursday 25th December @ 9.30am  

ADVENT COMMUNION 
Sunday 30th December @ 10am 

 

FAMILY NATIVITY SERVICE 
Sunday 7th December @ 10am, followed by a shared 

lunch/family BBQ. Bring a plate of food to share, if you 
are able (Surnames A-M salads; N-Z sweet treats) 

 

CHRISTMAS MUSIC SERVICE 
Sunday 14th December @ 10am.  

Beautiful Christmas music, ancient & modern 
 

COMMUNITY CAROLS  
Sunday 21st December @ 6pm 

Community carols in the open air.  An event for all ages, 
with music from the Steadfast Band—corner Dyers Pass 
Road & Macmillan Ave. Bring rugs and a picnic. (In the 

church if wet) 

Generous Giving 

Cashmere Presbyterian depends on the generous giving of members and 

friends. It is by your grace that we can continue to serve our community. 

If you would like to make a  donation, our Bank Account number is:  

BNZ 020800-0181604-01 

If you would like to discuss planned giving (either by automatic payment 

or through the envelope system), please contact the Parish Office. 
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Joy 

I was once invited to speak at a  

retreat on the subject of Joy. As we 

came to the end of the retreat I  

became aware that my presentation 

lacked warmth; I had not put in  

light-hearted illustrations nor did I  

demonstrate that joy was part of the 

experience of crafting the  

presentation. It would suffice to say I 

spoke about joy seriously! I now 

laugh when I reflect back on this  

experience. Good to laugh at yourself 

sometimes. It was in large part a  

continued experience in learning 

how to facilitate retreats. What is joy 

anyway? Is it laughter? Can it be  

understood interchangeably with 

happiness? Whatever it is, how does 

one get it?  

Early this year my family watched 

Pixar’s Inside Out 2—an animation 

about a girl moving into adolescence 

and with her emotions personified. 

We journeyed with her as she  

wrestled to make one decision after 

another. Joy was personified as the 

character that guided all the other 

emotions. Suffice to say, at a very 

young age children are being taught 

that, among all emotions, joy is  

supreme. Modern psychology treats 

joy as crucial to well-being. It is said 

that joy activates reward pathways in 

the brain, releasing dopamine and 

serotonin, which reinforces  

behaviours and social bonds.  

As we approach Christmas and the 

festive season, I am very aware of 

the polarisation of our society that 

has bred disturbing levels of anger 

and intolerance. But I am also 

chuffed at the thought that Jesus 

Christ, whose birth we celebrate at 

this time, talked up the place of joy. 

These things I have spoken to you so 

that My joy may be in you, 

and that your joy may be complete. 

(John 15.11) 

“Therefore you too have sorrow now; 

but I will see you again, and your 

heart will rejoice, and no 

one will take your joy away from you. 

(John 16.22) 

“But now I come to You; and these 

things I speak in the world so that 

they may have My joy made full in 

themselves. (John 17.13) 

Jesus seemed preoccupied with the 

subject of joy especially as he neared 

the cross and him departing from 

earth. Not so much his joy, but the 

joy of his disciples. First, He said 

some things in their hearing, while 

on earth, so that the joy of Jesus 

could enter his followers. Second, he 

wanted their joy to be full. Half-

measured experiences, a little bit 

here and there, couldn't do it. Jesus 

desired the whole lot for them; the 

thick and flavourful colours of his joy, 

just as he felt it! Wow! Just wow! 

Third, he doesn't want anyone to 

Retreat: On the Cusp of Summer 

Sister Evelyn Retreat House is a wonderful place is on a bright 

sunny day! Our spirits lifted with joy as we felt the peace of the 

old wooden home and the view from Southern Alps and the 

Kaikoura mountains dusted with snow plus below us the  

sparkling expanse of sea and flying birds. We joyfully thanked 

God for our good fortune to be able to spend a day in the  

garden and spiritual home high above the sea in Scarborough. 

Led by Minister Hamish our morning of quiet reflection  

explored the images of the seasons to look back and forward 

on our own life journeys. But first we mused on the view,  

before noting what stood out. The main resource of  

Ecclesiastes 3, A Time for Everything, was complemented the 

chorus of a song “Because of His great love, we are not overcome.” 

At midday some of us joined the Retreat’s Breaking Bread service drawn from the traditions of the ancient Iona  

Community in Scotland. The peaceful small chapel inside Sister Eveleen’s home was comforting. After the sharing of 

bread, we said together: “From the security of what we know, to the adventure of what You will reveal, … with Christ 

before us, above us and beside us we now go on.” 

After a chatty lunch together Mark, our Intern, facilitated the sharing of our morning reflections and insights so far. 

The afternoon reflective time was given to plan our next steps, recognising that we could move both back and  

forward. I spent that time in the garden musing on the view of the estuary as it comes out into the sea and I captured 

some images so that I can return that time again. I love water, so the flow of the estuary into the sea became a  

metaphor for a life journey and I saw the white flagpole on the rocks at Sumner as a cross to signal that Christ remains 

beside me on my journey. Hamish led us in communion to close the retreat. Among the insights shared I suddenly  

recognised that I had found a spiritual home that will complement our stone church on the hill! So, I am planning to go 

back and my first step has been to the web site—Sister Evelyn Retreat House https://www.sistereretreat.com/ How 

about you?  
Niki Davis 

https://www.sistereretreat.com/
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take away their joy. One would say 

Jesus was displaying territorial  

tendency here. At this point one 

might ask what was Jesus on?! Why 

is Jesus so fixated on joy?  

Potentially, the upcoming darkness 

of his crucifixion would impact their 

faith. It was about to get real bumpy 

for his followers. They would soon be 

engulfed with shock and sorrow  

beyond their wildest imagination. 

Without joy it would be hard,  

perhaps impossible, to carry on  

believing in Jesus and His mission. 

Beyond the cross, the resurrection 

would refill and intensify their joy for 

sure, but more was to come post  

resurrection and His ascension. The 

Tempter would waylay them with 

seductive joys—lesser and temporal 

joys—to distract, confuse and lure 

them away. Trials would come 

through hardship and their identity 

as his followers would attract so 

much heat. Anything other than 

quitting would appear foolish, if not  

irresponsible. Joy would be the  

secret sauce, the cheat code, that 

would carry them through. In a  

similar vein, the joy of meeting Christ 

after death or when the world comes 

to an end is meant to encourage 

Christians to hold on to faith till the 

end. How should we approach this 

joy that Jesus speaks so highly of? 

In Christian tradition, joy is  

understood and experienced as a 

gift, a fruit and a discipline. At the 

outset joy is a gift from Jesus. It is the 

joy of Jesus that He is sharing with 

those who believe in Him through 

faith. Specifically, it is the joy of Him 

knowing that God is pleased with 

Him. My sons beam with joy when 

they know they have made me proud 

as their dad, and I vividly recall that  

feeling of deep joy when I knew my 

own father was proud of me for 

something I had done. Words would 

fail me in trying to explain how it felt; 

if it were possible I’d gift you that joy 

so you share in that experience.  

Because it is possible with Jesus:  

Jesus gifts it to those who choose to 

believe in Him and follow his  

teaching.  

How about Joy as a fruit? One of the 

most vicious, angry and lead  

persecutors of the early church (Saul) 

miraculously turned to be the  

strongest advocate of the church 

(Paul). He seemed to have swung 

from this angry fierce-browed  

individual to a passionate champion 

of joy. In a letter to his audience 

(Galatians), he writes to them about 

joy being a fruit of the Holy Spirit of 

God in those who believed in God. 

The presence and activity of the Holy 

Spirit in the life of a believer issues 

out in character traits and one of 

them is joy. In this context, joy is the 

outcome of a process of character 

formation by the Holy Spirit. What a 

relief, it's not all on you and me to 

work up joy. No, Another is at work 

to nurture and grow joy in you. 

Finally, Joy is a discipline. That  

statement in itself can wipe your joy 

away. Yikes! Hang tight though; by 

discipline I mean rhythm through 

training. The same Paul wrote  

another letter (Philippians) and asked 

the believers facing persecution to 

'rejoice always'. In this context joy is 

a choice, therefore something we 

can do/exercise like a muscle. When 

faced with life situations that push us 

to complain, grumble and be bitter, 

choose to be joyful. Choose to see 

the positive, where God could be at 

work, and joyfully give prominence 

to God's work. It doesn't mean you 

turn a blind eye to the brokenness of 

life, but you choose to engage with 

the brokenness with an awareness 

that God is involved and has not 

abandoned you. He is Immanuel, as 

we sing in the Carols, He is God with 

us.  

As we head into Christmas, may you 

receive the gift of joy, may you desire 

and see the fruit of joy and finally, 

may you find joy as you train to be 

joyful. Indeed, may it be a merry 

Christmas! 
Mark Ambundo 

Ideas for a more sustainable Christmas 
The season of Advent is a time of preparation to celebrate the Lord's coming at Christmas. It is a time of waiting and 

hope. EcoChurch are inviting people to consider how we can journey into Christmas in a different way - in a way that 

is more in harmony with creation.  

Here are some of their suggestions; find more at www.ecochurch.org.nz/sustainable-christmas 

Christmas tree 
Use a pot plant for a Christmas tree. 
Buy a tree from a nursery and make 
that your Christmas tree, then plant 
it after Christmas. 
Make a nativity set the focus instead 
of the Christmas tree. 
Make your own Christmas tree ideas 
using driftwood, fairy lights on a wall, 
using sticks/dowels, books, etc. 
 

 

Gift wrapping 
Reuse wrapping paper. 
Use items from the op shop as gift 
wrappers—fabric cut-offs, scarves, 
bags, baskets, jars, kete, tins, even 
clothes that can then be worn! 
Explore the art of Furoshiki—
Japanese fabric wrapping. 
Use Newspaper or magazine pages. 
Reusable gift bags. 
Decorate wrapping with leaves and 
flowers. 

Christmas decorations 
Make your own decorations using 
things from nature: shells, driftwood, 
pine cones, stones, leaves, flowers. 
Reuse decorations. 
Make Christmas cookies as  
decorations. 
Do away with Christmas crackers - or 
choose DIY/reusable/zero waste/eco
-friendly options 

https://www.ecochurch.org.nz/sustainable-christmas
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What is on your heart? 

Paul functioned like a Presbyterian. In Romans 15, he believed 

in lay leadership. Here are three ways he mentioned: 

He said, ”I feel you are full of goodness, that you have all 

knowledge, and that you are able to teach one another.” With 

all of us working together, sharing our knowledge and our 

different insights, we can build a comprehensive knowledge 

base, and encourage and instruct each other. 

“I serve like a priest in preaching the Good News from God, in 

order that the Gentiles may be an offering acceptable to God, 

dedicated to him by the Hoy Spirit.” 

Also, a third feature that he took gifts from the churches in 

Greece to help the poor in Jerusalem. 

“What is on your heart?” comes up in several places in the  

Bible. God loves the whole world, and Jesus said to go into all 

the world. Members in our church go into all sorts of nooks and 

crannies all over the place in Canterbury and New Zealand, and 

have international connections. We are ambassadors for Christ, 

carrying the light, being the salt and yeast. God has put us in 

specific locations, so each of us go into different families, 

schools, work places, community groups; and particular  

experiences put different concerns and issues on our hearts. 

Sometimes God speaks specifically, but usually we are to  

witness in the everyday events of daily life, on the spot where 

we happen to be. Sometimes He has a special task in mind that 

he entrusts to us.  

For my wife and I it was a distinct calling, a voice of God  

speaking to us directly as young people. Rosemary and I and 

our two children  arrived in India in 1969 to set up a pioneering 

clinic in the Christian Medical College at Ludhiana, Punjab. God 

equally clearly brought us back to NZ in 1974 to be here for the 

Ludhiana Obstetrics and Gynaecology Building appeal; and then 

eventually to Cashmere. 

When Mark asked me recently what I wanted to be involved in, 

I protested that I wanted to be devolved! But in the night hours 

I have also asked myself. On my heart are: our family in its 

branches around NZ, encouraging each other to involvement 

(especially apologetics for younger people facing the challenges 

of NZ contemporary society), relations with friends of other 

faiths and races, caring for A Rocha and Eco-Church, science-

faith-medicine and healing ministry, beauty and aesthetics and 

faith. I keep in ongoing touch with what is happening in India, 

and the Christian Medical College at Ludhiana. The emphasis I 

put on different aspects varies from time to time, and what is 

cropping up in my spiritual companions’ lives. 

If each us does what is on our heart, as a community we will 

together reach out all over the city, and we will be a light set on 

the hill. Our ministers and leaders in the Church & Society  

Committee of Parish Council can encourage us, and bring those 

of us who share concerns together. Unity is strength. 

What is on your heart? David Troughton 

 

Christian World Service 
Christmas Appeal 

This year the CWS Christmas 

appeal focuses on helping 

global partners to provide safe 

water. Over 1.4 million people 

in developing countries, mainly 

children, die each year from 

diseases caused by lack of safe 

water for drinking, for hygiene, 

and/or for sanitation – World 

Heath Organisation (WHO) 

The lack of clean safe water leads to diarrheal 

diseases, including cholera, dysentery, hepatitis, 

polio, disease outbreaks and malnutrition that 

may stunt both physical and mental  

development, particularly amongst children. 

WHO argue that better water, sanitation, and 

hygiene could prevent the deaths of around 

1,000 children under 5 per day. 

Water Facts: 

 Only 73% of the global population have access 

to safe drinking water. 

 1.46 billion people, or 18% of the global  

population must walk up to 15 minutes to 

access safe drinking water. 

 A further 292 million people, or 3.7% of the 

global population must walk between 15 and 

30 minutes to access safe drinking water. 

 A further 296 million people, or 3.7% of the 

global population have access only to  

unprotected water which risks contamination. 

 156 million people have access only to water 

with high risks of contamination. 

 Source: WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring programme for 

Water Supply, Sanitation and Hygiene, 2024. 

The CWS Christmas Appeal has been a tradition 

in New Zealand churches since 1945 when the 

first Christmas Bowl appeal was launched to 

raise funds for post-war reconstruction in 

Greece.  Together we have supported millions of 

people through conflict and disaster. We have 

helped them improve their lives and  

livelihoods. Your donations have funded our  

local partners to strengthen communities in 

their efforts to end violence and promote  

human rights and peace. Thank you.  

To donate: use one of the appeal envelopes  

included with this issue of Cashmere  

Connection, or go to cws.org.nz/newsroom/

christmas-appeal/ 

https://cws.org.nz/newsroom/christmas-appeal/
https://cws.org.nz/newsroom/christmas-appeal/
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Kingdom Building with David Hughes 
Hamish suggested that we profile David Hughes to inform our views on ways that 

Christianity can grow in our world. David calls it Kingdom Building and he is keen 

for more of us to recognise that Kingdom Building is part of our everyday lives; it 

is not just linked with church-going. When I asked him “Does Kingdom Building 

bring you joy?” he appeared almost surprised to reflect that, yes, Kingdom  

Building does bring him joy. Looking back over his life he has discerned that the 

Kingdom Building he and his wife Pip engage in is guided by what John Stott calls 

‘double listening’= listening to contemporary society + listening to God. 

David is recognised as a leader in the Agricultural sector having proved his  

aptitude for innovation management and commercialization. In his final chief  

executive role he successfully guided Plant & Food Research through its  

transformation over five years, the last of which coincided with the COVID  

epidemic. On his retirement he was surprised to be immediately offered a range 

of Governance roles so that he now works for four days per week as chair of Governing Boards for a number of  

companies including interesting start-ups, many of which are leading the way to address climate related issues, e.g. 

Zealafoam which is commercialising a plant-based alternative to expanded polystyrene. I was surprised to hear that 

David often mentors CEOs, many of whom are pleased to lean into David’s business experience in this country and 

abroad. I suspect they also learn about double listening. 

David’s leadership has been influenced by a range of overseas experience in Arabian countries, the USA and  

elsewhere. As an Expat he and Pip sought Christian communities and recognised the extraordinary role that they 

played to support people who were away from their homelands. These Christian communities grew strong social 

bonds with increased vitality and that stimulated 

expansion of God’s Kingdom. For example, a church 

in Bahrain that was in use as a place of worship  

seven days a week with many different protestant 

services, including a Nepalese church community 

that had quickly grown from 2 to 120 members with 

an extraordinary number of baptisms. 

David has also been Trustee and Board member  for 

International Needs NZ since 2016. International 

Needs is a worldwide Christian aid and  

development agency that seeks to bring lasting 

transformation to people and areas of great need. 

David gave me several examples of young Christians 

whose Kingdom Building became extraordinary 

once they were given a little financial support with 

few restrictions. I looked at the web site and 

found: World of Joy - Christmas Catalogue 

www.innz.org.nz/gifts/. I am having fun mulling 

which gifts might suit my whānau. I think I spotted 

the work of one of those young Christian being  

expanded through this catalogue where it says 

$100 Provide a Shelter & Food for a Street Child in 

Bangladesh. Gifts start with ‘$15 to Immunise a  

Baby’ in Burkina Faso. When we are celebrating the 

joyful arrival of baby Jesus, protecting a vulnerable 

baby might be an easy choice that brings joy and 

also stimulates Kingdom Building in a small way. 

Thank you for telling us about Kingdom Building 

David, it is inspiring and joyful! 

Niki Davis, editor 

 

CHRISTMAS FRUIT COOKIES (1962) 

Cream: 1 cup butter 

 1½ cups brown sugar 

 2 beaten eggs 

Sift:  2¼ cups flour 

 1 teaspoon soda 

 1 teaspoon cinnamon 

 ¼ teaspoon salt 

Add:   11 slices candied pineapple (all green) 

 2 teaspoons vanilla 

 ½ pound candied cherries (red) 

 2 pounds pitted dates 

 1 cup Hazel nuts 

 1 cup chopped pecans 

 1 cup walnuts 

Mix fruits and nuts and cover with flour. Let stand overnight, 

mix well. In morning, combine ingredients and mix all together 

with hands so as to get the flour well mixed. Drop by  

teaspoon. Bake about 10 minutes at 325° F. Just brown the 

bottoms a little. 

Another Christmassy offering from 
Chef Robert. This is from a Ukrainian  

cookbook that he is presently working 
through. Thankfully it is in English! 

https://www.innz.org.nz/gifts/
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Office Administrator: Gail Weaver 
Phone: 332-7129 
email: cashmere.church@xtra.co.nz 

 

Your Visitor is:  …………..…………………………..         Phone………………….. 

Minister: Very Rev Hamish Galloway 
Phone 027 603 0063 
Email: minister@cashmerechurch.org.nz 

The Back Page—for the young & young at heart 

Parish Office: 2 MacMillan Ave, Cashmere                Website: www.cashmerechurch.org.nz 

This Newsletter is proudly sponsored by 
 
 
 
 

Caring – Compassionate - Christian 

Saying goodbye your way 

Cashmere Connection can also be accessed 

via our website. Go to 

www.cashmerechurch.org.nz/news.html 

Cut off for items for the Autumn issue is 

Thursday 27 February. 
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