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Saying goodbye your way

Sunday 14t December 2025
3rd Sunday in Advent - Love

Advent Music Service

A very warm welcome to you all, whether this
is your first time or thousandth time in church.
You are welcome whatever your age, gender,
marital status, disability, poverty or wealth,
race or sexuality. You are welcome whether
you have a deep and mature faith in Christ;
are uncertain and still seeking; or have no
faith. If you are new to church, please do not
hesitate to ask one of those on duty if you
have any questions.

Children are welcome to sit anywhere in the
church, but if they wish to be more active then
there are a selection of toys and books at the
very back.

Please remember to wear your Name
Badges (and keep them on for morning tea).
If you do not have one, please leave a note
for Gail and she will print one for you.

You are invited to stay for morning tea after
the service.
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Order of Worship
Please stand as the Bible is processed in
Congregational responses are in bold italics

Lighting the Advent Candle of Love (Elizabeth Taggart)

Today we light the fourth candle of Advent, the Candle of Love.

We remember the angel’'s words to Mary: “Do not be afraid... for you have
found favor with God.” (Luke 1:30)

God’s perfect love enters the world through the vulnerability of a child,
inviting us into lives shaped by grace. God’s love is steadfast and eternal.
We give thanks for the love made known in Jesus Christ.

God finds us in even the most remote and dark places..

As God has loved us, so we will love.

Let love be our offering and our witness.

Come, Lord Jesus, enfold us in your love.

God of love, as we draw near to Christmas, fill our hearts with the love that
casts out fear and draws us toward you and others. May this candle’s light
remind us that your love has come to us in the birth of Jesus

Amen.

Welcome to Worship
Hymn 193: O Come, O Come Emmanuel
The Choir will sing: Praise to God, whose Holy Spirit

Praise to God, whose Holy Spirit

formed the life in Mary's womb,

won the trust of gentle Joseph

praise to God for Jesus' home.

We give thanks for those who loved him,
fed his body, shaped his mind;

all who helped to make him holy
blessed, through him, all humankind.

Poor the home where humble parents
lived and worked beside the boy

poor in comforts and possessions,
rich in wisdom, love and joy.

Here was suffering met with courage,
here God's will was daily done;

rich indeed the home where Jesus
grew as God's beloved Son.



Faithful Israel's son and daughter,
chosen from the chosen race,

we will honour you and praise you,
first to see God's human face.
Heirs of Abraham and Sarah,

you bring us, through Jesus' birth,
every blessing God has promised
all the families of earth.

Prayers of Praise and Confession

The Choir will sing: “Ka Waiata”

Ka waiata ki a Maria Let us sing to Mary

Hine i whakaae The girl who said "Yes
Whakameatia mai let it be as you say, that | become
Te whare tangata. the house of mankind."

Hine purotu A simple girl

Hine ngakau A strong-hearted girl

Hine rangimarie A quiet girl.

Ko Te Whaea The Mother of Jesus,

Ko te whaha and the mother

Oteao of the whole world

Passing the Peace: We offer each other the ‘right hand of fellowship’ as a
sign that all are welcome and accepted by God.

Notices

Reading (Reader: Cecile Pierce): John 1:1-14 (p.118 NT)
Children’s talk

Hymn 207: There is a light upon the mountain
Reflecting with Art — Rembrandt’s Jeremiah

The Choir will sing: Look Towards Christmas

Look towards Christmas! Advent is here:
welcome December, changing the year.
Whistle up, shepherds! Saddle up, kings!
Chorus up angels, flexing your wings.


https://www.folksong.org.nz/ka_waiata_ki_a_Maria/index.html

Sing, sing alleluia!

Sing, sing alleluia!

Sing, sing out the story,
sing about hope and peace.

Set the world singing, make the world glad;

now is good reason not to feel sad!

Hear John the Baptist shout to prepare:

Good News is coming, earth be aware.
Sing, sing alleluia....

Mary and Joseph, soon is the day:

ready the donkey, start on your way.

You are the chosen, willing to trust,

joyful your burden, carrying Christ
Sing, sing alleluia....

Prayers of Intercession

Hymn 246: The North Wind

Offering: Our freewill offering to support the mission and Church of Jesus
Christ will be received. Donations for the Food Bank are placed in a
supermarket trolley. We give thanks for all the ways in which this parish is
supported — with talents and time, and with financial gifts by cash or
electronically. As God gives to us, so let us give to God and to all those who
wait for the love of God in so many ways.

Dedication of the offering (please stand)

Hymn 242: Away in a manger

Reflecting with the poetry of lyrics: Nothing is Lost on the Breath of God
by Colin Gibson

Benediction (Hymn 243): Love Came Down at Christmas
Amen, amen, amen (sung)
Please remain standing as the Bible is processed out.

Thank you for sharing in worship this morning. Please come through to the
hall for morning tea



Shared Lunch: Thank you to all those who were part of the team that helped

An

make our shared lunch a success. Good food & good company &

Healing Service will be held at 11:30am next Sunday, 21 December
(and every third Sunday of the month). You are warmly invited to attend, whether
you wish to pray for others or to receive prayer and anointing with oil. The service
takes approximately half an hour and includes communion. If you would like
further information, please speak to any member of the congregation who has
attended this service.

Carols in the Garden — next Sunday, 6pm, at 1 Macmillan Avenue
We need 4 to 6 people to help with setting up ahead of this event, please. If you
are able to assist, please speak with Ira.

World Vision and Work with Children: Thank you to all who contributed to
the “white bow!” collection last week. We raised $100.60 towards World Vision
and our work with children.

Carol Singing around the parish — Tuesday 23 December
Please meet at the church at 6.00pm, from where we will travel to various
locations to sing. Speak to Hamish for more details.

Pre-School Music Helpers needed

Do you have time to spare on a Thursday morning during term-time? Would you
be available to help with hospitality at our pre-school music group?

This important outreach activity, led by Janice, is a hive of activity every week, and
we need more people who are able to take a turn helping Jean and Margaret in the
kitchen (if there are enough volunteers, then it would not be every week). You will
need to undergo a Police Check.

To find out more about what is involved, speak to Kathleen Anderson, Jean Dewar
or Margaret Ford. To indicate your availability, let Gail know in the office.

Sunday 21 December ~ 10.00am Morning Worship

* 0] ,K Monday 15" December 11.00am Prayer Group at Jean’s home
DIARY
)

I 11.30am Healing Service

T 6.00pm  Carols on the Green



Church Rosters This week: 14" December Next Week: 21 December

Door Duty Kathleen Anderson, Helen Margaret Ford, Tony Waters,
Harrington, Mark Deal Ira

Morning Tea & Coffee | David & Philippa Hughes Jill McAra, Ken Austin

Bible Reading Cecile Pierce Helen Harrington

Candle Lighting Elizabeth Taggart Niki Davis

Food Trolley Helen Matthews Margaret Ford
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CHRISTMAS EVE

th
COMMUNITY CAROLS _ Wednesday ?4 December
Sunday 215t December @ 6pm Light a Candle in Remembrance
The church will be open during the day for

Community carols in the open air.
personal prayer, remembrance and

An event for all ages, with music from the

contemplation
Steadfast Band—corner Dyers Pass Road & Midnight Watch Candlelight Service
Macmillan Ave. Bring rugs and a picnic.

(In the church if wet) Commencing at 11.30pm

CHRISTMAS MORNING
Thursday 25™" December @ 9.30am
All-age family friendly celebration

(Generous Giving

Cashmere Presbyterian depends on the generous giving of members and
s friends. It is by your grace that we can continue to serve our community.
s If you would like to make a donation, our Bank Account number is: BNZ
[3°% 020800-0181604-01

If you would like to discuss planned giving (either by automatic payment

| or through the envelope system), please contact the Parish Office.



