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Introduction

Jesus’teaching in this section captures several themes pertaining to discipleship;
Temptation, Forgiveness, Faith and Humility. | thought about a time when someone |
esteemed highly had great expectations of me. The expectations were daunting but they
assured me they would support me through the tasks to make sure | succeed. This was
my pastor while | was part of a university students’ fellowship. Him and other leaders
had chosen me to lead the student body for a year and it felt impossible at the time. But
he supported me through the year and at the end of it all | felt greatly humbled by the
whole experience. | met expectation and | could not boast of my expertise. It was his
encouraging presence and wisdom that carried me through. | wonder if my experience
was similar to what the disciples experienced with Jesus here.

Scripture - Luke 17:1-10

From this teaching, the disciples were expected to withstand temptation, avoid
tempting others and forgive those who offended them. To these expectations they
gasped and asked for more faith, to which Jesus assured them He would work with
whatever little faith they had."And when it was all said and done, they were to remain
humble as those who only did what was expected of them,

Let’s walk through the text:

Jesus said to his disciples: “Things that cause people to stumble are bound
to come, but woe to anyone through whom they come. 21t would be better for
them to be thrown into the sea with a millstone tied around their neck than
to cause one of these little ones to stumble. *So watch yourselves.

The acknowledgment by Jesus that hard and tempting times lay ahead for the world
stands out remarkably. Perhaps countless stories of people walking away from faith in
God, and/or blaming God for the troubles in the world would be halved if Jesus’ remark
would be taken seriously. The shorthand in our time for what Jesus is saying is perhaps
something like ‘life will not always be fair’. Akin to the weather forecast, we get to
prepare ourselves for what is to come as best as we can, | believe Jesus was offering
pastoral care to his disciples and us when he told them what to expect so that theirs
and our faith would stand amidst trying times.
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Jesus commits to go after those who will cause others to fall away. A warning for sure.
Perhaps a reminder to share our life stories in ways that draw people to God and not
away from Him. But also a pastoral assurance to those who wonder what will happen to
those who lead others astray. They will be called to account for their actions. Instead of
being filled with vindictiveness, Jesus is here inviting you and me to release all hurt ache
to Him by trusting His justice.

“If your brother or sister!”! sins against you, rebuke them; and if they repent,
forgive them. *Even if they sin against you seven times in a day and seven
times come back to you saying ‘I repent,’ you must forgive them.”

Now that Jesus has talked about the potential for offence in the earlier verses, He now
asks the disciples to always be ready to forgive if the offender asks for forgiveness.

The condition ‘if they repent’ stirs the pot around the subject of forgiveness. Is this a new
teaching? The lords prayer seems to indicate forgiveness is to be offered without
condition. How do we square this away? Two things to note:

First, Before Jesus talks of ‘repent’ he instructs that we first ‘rebuke’. | believe this
implies that we get the chance to first establish if the offence was intentional or
not. Miscommunication can cause significant irritation to a relationship. A few
times | have found myself to have misjudged a text or email sent to me. Upon
clarification | have cleared the air and restored things to normal. Where do you
incline mostly when offended, do you seek clarification first or do you rush to
grudging and passive aggression? | think our Kiwi culture may benefit with more
clarification that opens the door to correction and restoration.

Second, | believe ‘if they repent’ suggests that where there is no repentance we
may be wise to set clear boundaries not expose ourselves to further harm, even
as we embark on the journey of forgiving the offender.

5The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!”

sHe replied, “If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this
mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea; and it will obey you.

Both expectations; not leading others away from God and readiness to always forgive,
were too much to handle, the disciples had to ask for more faith. But Jesus stated he
was ready to work with whatever little faith they had. With Jesus all that seems
insurmountable is surmountable. He is the best example. At the time of temptation and
of greatest hardship at the cross, his faith did not falter. When offended by those who
crucified him, he offered them forgiveness. Now through faith in Him, the disciples can
be empowered to withstand temptation and offer forgiveness.
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7“Suppose one of you has a servant plowing or looking after the sheep. Will
he say to the servant when he comes in from the field, ‘Come along now and
sit down to eat’? ®Won’t he rather say, ‘Prepare my supper, get yourself ready
and wait on me while | eat and drink; after that you may eat and drink’? * Will
he thank the servant because he did what he was told to do? "*So you also,
when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We are
unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.”

What a jarring illustration to our modern ears! To the ancient reader, there would be no
discomfort with this illustration as this would have been a familiar experience for most
of the recipients of luke’s Gospel. Perhaps a modern illustration would be the
relationship of a bank to a client with a mortgage. It is unheard of for one to be let off
from repaying the loan even after 20years of faithful repayments of a 25 year loan term if
there is outstanding debt. At the point of clearing the loan one has simply done what
they were expected to do.

This is a warning against pride. An encouragement towards humility. Jesus is saying that
after meeting the expectations above, through His support, one ought not to seek praise
and adulation but rather be content with the honour of serving Christ. Just like the
servant in first century Palestine knew that they owed their livelihoods to their masters,
the disciple is aware that their success in meeting God’s expectations is because of
Christ. Here Jesus is clearly addressing the tendency of religious leaders to seek
attention and praise of the masses through religious performance. Jesus wants his
disciples to model an alternative mindset of a true follower of God. A mindset of
humility.

Is serving Christ an honour for you? Is there a growing sense in you that God ‘owes’ you?
Talk to God about that.

Summary

Jesus has taught on Temptation, Forgiveness, Faith and Humility. The bar is high but
Jesus assures us He would will work with whatever little faith we have in Him. And when
itis all said and done, we are not to seek for attention and applause but be content with
the honour it is to serve Him.






